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A CARD Bank client couple successfully received their newly approved Express
Loan through the konek2CARD app.

CARD Bank, a
microfinance-oriented rural
bank, officially began offer-
ing its Express Loan across
its branches, providing its
clients with a faster, more
convenient way to access
loans. Express Loan is a
digital loan facility within
the konek2CARD mobile
application that allows
CARD Bank’s eligible cli-
ents to apply and immedi-
ately receive its loan ser-
vices anytime using their
mobile phones. Eligible cli-
ents can apply for a loan of
up to PHP 20,000.

CARD Bank’s Ex-
press Loan makes loan ap-
plication faster and easier
through a fully automated
system. Clients can now
enjoy a simplified and con-
venient loan application ex-
perience.

Clients eligible to
apply for Express Loan are
“whitelisted” clients. These
are clients with a good re-
payment history and no
past-due or defaulted loan
accounts. To qualify, clients
must be ac-tive, have up-
dated insurance coverage
with CARD Mutual Benefits
Association (CARD MBA),
be registered in the konek-
2CARD app, and maintain
an active Pledge Savings
Account.

This is part of the
Bank's ongoing digital
transformation and its com-
mitment to improving its
ser-vices. Through the
konek2CARD mobile app,
eligible clients can apply for
an Express Loan us-ing
their mobile phones. With
just a few taps, clients can
select their loan amount,
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repayment term, and pur-
pose, and receive instant
approval. The loan is then
credited directly to their
sav-ings account, with full
access to loan details and
schedules available any-
time through the app.

“Express Loan re-
flects the trust that our cli-
ents have built through ful-
filling their financial
com-mitments. At the same
time, it serves as a remind-
er of the value of consistent
savings and re-sponsible
repayment habits,” said
CARD Bank President
Marivic M. Austria. As of
June 2026, more than
45,000 clients have availed
the Express Loan. Quali-
fied clients may be eligible
for one or more loan prod-
ucts offered through the
same digital platform.

Enchanted Kingdom marks its 31st Anniversary with enhanced AGILA
The EKSperience: SAMB“H‘W anda Illglll of OPM music

Enchanted King-
dom (EK), the first and
only world-class theme
park in the Philippines, re-
news its commitment to
sustainability and biodiver-
sity as it celebrates its 31st
Anniversary with the sec-
ond set of enhancements
of its award-winning flying
theater, AGILA The EKs-
perience:  SARI-BUHAY
this October.

As a highlight of
its Fiesta ng Saribuhay an-
niversary campaign, EK
will continue to share more
enchanting stories of Sa-
ribuhay through the attrac-
tion’s new and enhanced
pre- and post-show expe-
riences that showcase the
rich biodiversity of the
Philippines and reinforce
its call for Filipinos to ap-
preciate and take care of
our environment.

Among the en-
hancements is Kwento ng
Agila, an immersive walk-
through accessible upon
enter-ing the AGILA build-
ing. Through immersive
visuals and storytelling,
the new entry experience
takes guests behind the
scenes of the attraction,
revealing its inspiration,
the symbolism behind its
architecture, and its devel-
opment by an all-Filipino
team.

Further along the
walkthrough, guests will
be introduced to the world
of the Agila, or Philippine
ea-gle, through a glimpse
of its natural habitat and
the various species that
thrive  within its eco-
sys-tem. It also traces the

lifecycle of the Agila, high-
lighting its plight as one of
the critically endangered
birds in the world.

This builds on
EK’s steadfast commit-
ment to eagle conserva-
tion, earlier demonstrated
by its adop-tion and con-
tinued support for the care
and breeding of Enchant-
ing Kagitingan, a male
Philippine eagle, in part-
nership with the Philippine
Eagle Foundation.

Additionally, the
immersive experience ex-
tends beyond the atrium
lobby, as augmented reali-
ty (AR) brings the landing
queue leading to the En-
chanted Forest to life
through the guests’ smart-
phones.

EK has also giv-
en PUGAD, the attrac-
tion’s in-house concept
store, a new direction as
part of the AGILA improve-
ments. The refreshed re-
tail space will now incorpo-
rate an enchanting mix of
enter-tainment and learn-
ing to encapsulate the
overall AGILA experience.

The attraction’s
existing facilities remain
operational and accessi-
ble to all guests, while its
newly updated areas will
officially launch on Octo-
ber 17.

Almost a decade
after its launch, AGILA The
EKsperience: SARIBU-
HAY was reimagined in
Octo-ber 2025, placing re-
newed focus not only on
tourism but also on sus-
tainability and apprecia-
tion for the country’s natu-
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ral heritage. It was later
recognized as the Best
ASEAN New Tourism At-
traction by the ASEAN
Tourism Association (ASE-
ANTA) in January 2026.

EK celebrates its
31st Anniversary with Fi-
esta ng Saribuhay

EK is all set to
celebrate its 31st Anniver-
sary as it releases more
updates on its events,
shows, and other offerings
throughout October.

Following the an-
nouncement of its anniver-
sary events in late August,
the theme park has un-
veiled the complete lineup
of performers at its Fiesta
ng Saribuhay Concert on
October 17 at the Space-
port Grounds. The spec-
tacular night will showcase
world-class Filipino music
and talent through live per-
formances by award-win-
ning R&B hitmaker Dione-
la, 1Z Entertainment’s
rising P-pop girl group XO-
NARA, indie band Sacred
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Red, and other up-and-
coming artists, alongside
EK’s homegrown talents,
SMS and Kingsmen.

The celebration
will culminate in the Lipad
ng Agila: A Pyromusical Fi-
esta, giving EK’s signature
evening send-off a magi-
cal twist as vibrant pyro-
technic displays and sym-
bolic imagery bring the
spirit of the festivities to
the night sky.

Every weekend
in October, the EK Sto-
ryverse Characters  will
bring all the magic and ex-
citement across the Park’s
themed zones during the
Fiesta ng Saribuhay Anni-
versary Parade. And on
October 17, streetdance
performers will join in the
parade as it serves as a
festive prelude to the con-
cert proper.

Meanwhile, Run
to 31: Takbo ng Saribuhay,
a fun run celebrating biodi-
versity through fitness and
togetherness, will take
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place on October 11 in
partnership with the Unit-
ed RSBS Boulevard
Stakeholders Federation
(URSF). Registration is
now ongoing at the EK
Online Store, with 1.5K,
3K, and 5K routes avail-
able for interested partici-
pants.

SMS and Kings-
men will also mark the
Park’s 31st Anniversary
with new music. The P-pop
girl group will release their
rendition of Lipad, while
the all-male vocal group
has re-recorded a festive
version of their song, Sa-
ribuhay. Both tracks will
soon be available on all
major streaming plat-
forms.

Meanwhile, park-
goers can immerse them-
selves in other seasonal
experiences at the Agila
Grounds, including the
Ube-Matcha Festival from
October 14 to 18, which
showcases the fusion of

local flavors with other
well-loved favorites, and
Palarong Pinoy, a set of
skill-based activities fea-
turing traditional Filipino
street games, launching
just in time for the main
anniversary festivities.

More in-park
food options also await Fil-
ipinos as EK welcomes
new tenant partners, with
Min-imelts launched in
September and Mango
Royal scheduled to open
on October 3.

*Schedules are
subject to change with pri-
or notice.

For more infor-
mation and updates on
EK’s 31st Anniversary Cel-
ebration and its other
events and offerings, visit
https://www.enchanted-
kingdom.ph and EK’s offi-
cial social media accounts
@enchantedkingdom.ph
for Facebook and TikTok,
and @ek_philippines for
Instagram.

h

ISSNINO¥3028:1/954;

m "\ r

=*

7 '

LY 4

STRAIGHT NEWS

PUBLISHING

IEODAYCSINEW/SPANDIBEYOND,
NO. 16 October 14 - 20, 2026 -

VOL.IV -

economic growth |

P 20.00

1‘““! H.lﬂa_hl_!

| .'|1'i|

YAPER'Ph

GALABARZON at 6.7%

CALABARZON Showcases Heritage

and Hospitality at MTEx 2026 @@ technology
D 45 pesos wage hike for portfolio for

in2

02

Megawide Secures P13B New 4PH
cnntracts m Sentemher (Pite5))

Cavi

L

tesyi26th

RAGER2 _'rI 11

m A\

O ‘TT

Jersany|

S%]E@EE’@@'

Iﬂtﬂlﬂ]]jjl.w AUl

ientenuCay

The Cavite Co-
operative Month Celebra-
tion Opening Salvo was
successfully  conducted
on October 2, 2026 at the
S.T.R.ILK.EE. Gymnasium,
City of Bacoor, Cavite,

GAVITE COOPERATIVE MONTH CELEBRATION
_2026 | III’ENING SAlVﬂ

bringing together around
2,300 cooperative mem-
bers and leaders from dif-
ferent cooperatives across
the Province of Cavite.
The event was
organized and facilitated

by the Provincial Govern-
ment of Cavite through
the Office of the Provin-
cial Cooperatives Devel-
opment Officer (OPCDO),
in partnership with the

cont. on page 2
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DHSUD  opens
this year's National Shelter
Month with another hous-
ing milestone under Presi-
dent Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr's Expanded Pamban-
sang Pabahay para sa Pili-
pino (4PH) Program in
Dasmarinas City, Cavite.

Barely seven
months after the ground-
breaking last February, top-
ping off ceremony was held
Thursday for 4PH Jab Res-
idences' Towers C and D in
Barangay Paliparan, indi-
cating the two buildings' fi-
nal stages of construction.

Secretary  Jose
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Ramon Aliling, accompa-
nied by Senior Undersecre-
tary Eduardo Robles Jr,
led the topping off ceremo-
ny along with Pag IBIG
Fund CEO Marilene Acosta
and Megawide Chairman,
President and CEO Edgar
Saavedra and other DH-
SUD, Pag IBIG Fund,
Megawide and LGU offi-
cials.

The topping off of
Jab Residences' Towers C
and D indicated the com-
pletion of structural works
and the advance stages of
construction of the two
buildings which are part of
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the 17-tower project that
will generate at least 4,000
condominium-type housing
units.

The milestone re-
flects the National Shelter
Month 2026 theme, "Tah-
anan. Pamayanan. Kinabu-
kasan," highlighting the im-
portance of providing not
only decent homes but also
opportunities for Filipino
families to build better com-
munities and secure a
brighter future. October is
declared as National Shel-
ter Month every year by vir-
tue of Proclamation No.
662 series of 1995.
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Mula sa ulam, Patungo sa pangrap
By: Mikagla Guimare-INTERN

Nag-umpisa ang lahat sa isang lugar kung
saan, tuwing Sabado, pumupunta ang Sidewalk
upang ituro ang Salita ng Diyos sa mga bata. Sa
lugar na ito, may isang batang masiyahin, masi-
pag, at laging umuuwi ng kanilang bahay na may
dalang maraming lollipops at wafers.

Isang batang maagang namulat at hinubog
ng realidad ng buhay. Siya si Mika, ang panga-
nay sa pitong magkakapatid, na laging nakapaa
tuwing uma-attend siya ng Sidewalk sa kanilang
lugar.

Hindi puwedeng hindi niya dala ang
kanyang dalawang maliit na kapatid, na pareho
niyang kinakarga. Bakas sa kanyang mukha ang
responsibilidad ng isang panganay; kailangan
muna niyang alagaan ang kanyang mga kapatid
bago siya makapaglaro sa labas.

Siya ang tumatayong pangalawang ma-
gulang ng kanyang mga kapatid kapag wala ang
kanilang mga magulang. Gayunpaman, hindi
naging hadlang ang mga responsibilidad na ito
upang patuloy siyang dumalo sa Sidewalk.

At dito nagsimula ang kwento Ng isang
batang may mataas na pangarap

Isa si Mika sa mga batang laging masayang
dumadalo sa Sidewalk. Kitang-kita ang kanyang
sigla at pananabik sa bawat pagtuturo.

Isang araw, ibinalita ng kanilang Sidewalk
teacher na magkakaroon ng Teachers’ Training
para sa mga gustong maging Sidewalk teach-
er. Hindi nagtagal, isang leader ng Sidewalk na
kapitbahay nila ang nag-aya sa kanya na sumali
sa training. Nang yayain siya, sinabi sa kanya na
marami raw pagkain sa Sidewalk. Agad naman
siyang nagtanong kung may “totoong adobo” ba
roon.

Ang alam niya kasing adobo ay kanin na
may mantika at toyo. Simpleng pagkain ito para
sa karamihan ng mga Pilipino, ngunit para sa
isang batang hindi pa nakakatikim ng totoong
adobo, napakalaking bagay na iyon.

Dahil sa kagustuhang makatikim ng totoong
adobo, sumali siya sa Teachers’ Training.

Noong 2016, naging ganap siyang Sidewalk
teacher—ang batang dating tinuturuan ng Sali-
ta ng Diyos ay siya na ngayong nagtuturo rin sa
mga batang nasa kalye at patuloy na naglilingkod
hanggang ngayon.

Sa simpleng pagnanais na makatikim ng
totoong adobo, hindi niya alam na mas higit pa
pala ang inihahanda ng Diyos para sa kanya.
Sa pamamagitan ng Batang Sidewalk Ministries,
hindi lamang siya nabusog sa pagkain—nabago
rin ang kanyang buhay nang tanggapin niya ang
Panginoon.

Ang layo na ng kanyang nalakbay mula sa
batang nangangarap lamang na makatikim ng
totoong adobo. Marami na ring mga pangarap
ang nabuo mula sa batang si Mika, na noon ay
iniisip lamang kung makapagtatapos ba siya ng
pag-aaral.

Sa kabutihan ng Panginoon, mas nakilala
niya ang kanyang sarili at higit sa lahat ang Di-
yos. Ginamit ng Panginoon ang Sidewalk upang
mabigyan siya ng pagkakataong makapag-aral at
makapagtapos.

Sobrang layo na ng kanyang narating sa
buhay. Malayo pa ang kanyang lalakbayin, pero
malayo na ang kanyang narating.

Sa simpleng adobo nagsimula ang isang
kuwento ng pag-asa. Sa kabutihan ng Pangi-
noon, ginamit Niya ang Sidewalk upang mabago
ang direksyon ng buhay ni Mika. Siya ang kauna
unahang deegre golder ng kanilang Pamilya.

CAVITE...

Cavite posted the
fastest economic growth
among the provinces in the
CALABARZON region in
2025, expanding by 6.7
percent, according to the
latest Provincial Product
Accounts (PPA) released
by the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA).

The figure was
presented during the Pro-
vincial Product Accounts
Dissemination Forum held
on October 6, 2026, at Eli-
jah Hotel and Residences
in the City of Dasmarifias,
which  brought together
planning and development
officers from various local
government units, mem-
bers of the Provincial Sta-
tistics Committee, repre-
sentatives of  national
government agencies, pri-
vate companies, and me-
dia partners.

The  province’s
2025 growth rate increased
from 5.2 percent in 2024,
with its Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) reaching an
estimated PhP 875.67 bil-
lion, up from PhP 820.76
billion in 2024 and PhP
779.91 billion in 2023, at
constant 2018 prices.

During the forum,
Ms. Charito C. Armonia,
Regional Director of the
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Philippine Statistics Au-
thority — Regional Statisti-
cal Services Office IV-A
(PSA-RSSO IV-A) CALA-
BARZON, was present to
lend her support to the dis-
semination of the latest
Provincial Product Ac-
counts (PPA) results. Her
presence underscored the
PSAs commitment to
strengthening the dissemi-
nation and use of reliable,
timely, and relevant eco-
nomic statistics as a basis
for development planning
and policy formulation
across the region.
Meanwhile, Mr.
Claire Dennis S. Mapa,
PhD, National Statistician
and Civil Registrar General
of the Philippine Statistics
Authority (PSA), delivered
a video message to the
participants. In his mes-
sage, he emphasized the
importance of the PPA in
providing stakeholders
with  comprehensive and
reliable information on the
economic performance of
provinces. The data serve
as an important reference
for local government units,
national government agen-
cies, the private sector,
and other stakeholders in
assessing economic
trends, identifying develop-

ment priorities, and formu-
lating evidence-based
plans and programs.

His message also
highlighted the value of
collaboration among statis-
tical agencies, local gov-
ernments, and other stake-
holders in ensuring that
official statistics are effec-
tively communicated, un-
derstood, and utilized in
advancing local and re-
gional development.

Ms. Raquel C.
Ronario, Supervising Sta-
tistical Specialist and Offi-
cer-in-Charge of PSA-
Cavite, presented the
province’s 2025 Economic
Performance, highlighting
the growth of various in-
dustries that contributed to
the province’s economic
expansion.

Among the indus-
tries, human health and
social work activities post-
ed the highest growth at
15.5 percent. This was fol-
lowed by public administra-
tion and defense; compul-
sory social security at 10.5
percent, and other services
at 8.7 percent.

The PSA also re-
ported that Cavite’'s per
capita GDP reached PhP
181,561 in 2025, repre-
senting a 4.6-percent in-
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crease from the previous
year.

Also featured
during the forum were pre-
sentations on development
plans and initiatives of par-
ticipating agencies. Mr. Mi-
chael R. Lavadia of the
Department of Economy,
Planning and Development
(DEPDev) and Engr. EnP
Lorna R. Leyran, Provin-
cial Planning and Develop-
ment Coordinator present-
ed their respective
agencies’ plans, programs,
and development initia-
tives.

The dissemina-
tion forum provided a ven-
ue for government plan-
ners, development
stakeholders, private sec-
tor representatives, and
media partners to gain a
clearer understanding of
Cavite’s latest economic
performance and use the
data in planning, policy de-
velopment, program imple-
mentation, and invest-
ment-related initiatives.

The latest PPA
figures underscore
Cavite’s continued eco-
nomic expansion, with
broad-based growth re-
corded across key sectors
of the provincial economy.
— OPIO

43...

CALAMBA, La-
guna—The CALABAR-
ZON Regional Tripartite
Wages and Productivity
Board (RTWPB 4A) an-
nounces an increase of up
to P45 for minimum wage
earners in the region,
equivalent to P1,170 per
month, effective October
26, 2026.

RTWPB 4A and
the National Wages and
Productivity Commission

(NWPC)—composed  of
members  from  labor
unions, employer groups,
and the government—ap-
proved the new rates un-
der a tripartite mechanism.
The decision followed a
thorough review and eval-
uation of the region’s exist-
ing socio-economic condi-
tions, as mandated by
Republic Act 6727, or the
Wage Rationalization Act.

Under Wage Or-

der No. IVA (CALABAR-
ZON)-23, daily wage ad-
justments will vary across
the region depending on
the industry sector and
municipality classification.
Specific wage rates per
sector and municipal cate-
gory are detailed in the of-
ficial copy of the wage or-
der.

According to the
National Wages and Pro-
ductivity Commission,
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more than 1.56 million
minimum wage earners
across CALABARZON are
set to benefit from the hike.
Secretary Fran-
cis N. Tolentino assures
that the  Department,
through its Regional Office
No. 4A, will closely monitor
implementation to ensure
strict compliance among
establishments and keep
wage policies effective
across the region.END

CAVITE COOPERATIVE..

Provincial Cooperative
Development Council
(PCDC), as part of the
province-wide celebration
of Cooperative Month.
Gracing the
Opening Salvo were Gov-
ernor Francisco Gabriel D.
Remulla, Vice Governor
Ram Revilla Bautista, SP
Chairperson, Committee
on Cooperatives Hon.
Lloyd Emman D. Jaro, and
Hon. Alde Joselito Pagu-
layan, Representative of
Bacoor City Mayor Strike
B. Revilla. Congresswom-
an Lani Mercado-Revilla
also shared her warm
greetings and support
through a video message

prepared especially for the
Opening Salvo. Also join-
ing the celebration were
Cooperative Development
Authority Chairperson
Usec. Alexander Raque-
po, Provincial Coopera-
tives Development Officer
Ms. Myrachel P. Cuadra,
and Cavite PCDC Chair-
person Atty. Alex Nicole V.
Salvador. The event was
further honored by the
presence of Senator JV
Ejercito as the Keynote
Speaker.

Adding  excite-
ment and energy to the
celebration were the vari-
ous activities that show-
cased the unity, creativity,

camaraderie, and sports-
manship of Cavite’s coop-
erative sector. Coopera-
tives proudly competed in
the Best Coop Council
Chant and Best Coop
Council Uniform, bringing
their unique spirit and
identity to the celebration.

The event also
featured the much-await-
ed 2026 Koop Prince and
Princess, celebrating the

confidence,  personality,
and participation of the
province’s cooperative

members. Meanwhile, the
Coop Cup Games brought
cooperatives together in
friendly competition,
demonstrating that be-
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yond business and eco-
nomic development, coop-
erativism is also about
teamwork, mutual support,
and working together to-
ward a common goal.

Anchored on this
year’s theme, “Matibay na
Kooperatiba:  Nagkakai-
sang Pamayanan para sa
Kapayapaan at Kaunlar-
an,” the celebration truly
reflected the heart of co-
operativism. From chants
and creative expressions
to friendly competition and
sportsmanship, every ac-
tivity  highlighted  how
Cavite’s cooperatives can
come together as one unit-
ed community.

October 14-20, 2026

Davao City-The
Department of Labor and
Employment-Regional Of-
fice No. IV-A (DOLE CALA-
BARZON) nabs  four
awards in the 2026 Nation-
al Kabuhayan Awards, Oc-
tober 6.

Led by the DOLE
Secretary Francis N. To-
lentino, the Department
recognized the outstanding
DOLE Integrated Liveli-
hood Program (DILP) ben-
eficiaries who efficiently
managed their respective
livelihood projects in indi-
vidual and group catego-
ries. Partners and imple-
menters of the livelihood
program and Tulong Pang-
hanapbuhay sa Ating Dis-
advantaged Workers
(TUPAD) Program were
also honored for their con-
tributions to the success of
the implementation of such
programs.

Let Eat Go, a La-
guna-based Coffee Project
owned by Mr. Tyrone Jas-
per |. Reodica was hailed
as the 2nd Runner-up win-
ner in the Individual Cate-
gory of the competition. His
story that revolves around
his life challenges, perse-
verance, courage and
hope touches the heart of
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many.

DOLE CALA-
BARZON'’s video presen-
tation of Reodica’s story
was commended by the
Department, naming it as
the Best Video Documen-
tation for Individual Cate-
gory.

The Local Gov-
ernment of San Pedro thru
its Public Employment Ser-
vice Office also received a
plague as a recognition for
their invaluable support to
Let Eat Go and other DILP
beneficiaries in their mu-
nicipality.

For its continuous
pursuit in championing the
welfare of the workers in
the vulnerable sector,
DOLE CALABARZON was
lauded as one of the Top
Performing Regions in
TUPAD Program Imple-
mentation.

Subsequently,
Ms. Ma. Angelica N. Or-
dono, Senior Labor and
Employment Officer of the
Technical Support and Ser-
vices Division-Employment
Promotions and Workers’
Welfare  (TSSD-EPWW)
was also conferred as one
of the Top Performing Re-
gional TUPAD Focal Per-
sons in the country.
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DOLE CALA-
BARZON was represented
by OIC-Regional Director
Atty.  Nepomuceno A.
Leafio 1l, CPA, TSSD
EPWW OIC-Chief Ma. An-
gelique E. Yaun, IMSD
Chief Administrative Offi-
cer Alvin G. Landicho,
DILP Program Manager
Raymond R. Ramos, and
Laguna DILP Focal Person
Lorena A. Gacosta.

Along with them
is the national nominee of
the region in the Best
DOLE Assisted Livelihood
Project (Group Category),
the Mahipon Inao-awan
Poblacion Talaongan As-
sociation (MIPTA) of Cav-
inti, Laguna, represented
by its President, Marian V.
Sibuyo. Their Organic Fer-
tilizer and Agricultural Sup-
plies Project helped the lo-
cal farmers and agricultural
communities in Cavinti to
thrive.

These recogni-
tions serve as a testament
of DOLE CALABARZON's
pursuit in empowering the
vulnerable sector workers
by providing access to de-
cent and sustainable liveli-
hood and employment. |
Via Flint Osric T. Gorospe/
DOLECALABARZON
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Hinimok ni Sen-
ate Minority Leader Alan
Peter Cayetano nitong Mi-
yerkules ang mga kapwa
pinuno ng bansa na gaw-
ing sentro ang integridad
sa kanilang pamumuno.
Aniya, ito ay sa pamamag-
itan ng pag-amin at pag-
wawasto sa mga naging
pagkakamali, na siyang
susi sa pagsasaayos ng
pamamalakad sa bansa.
“There is a spiritual war
that is happening. Honesty
versus dishonesty. Integri-
ty versus kawalan ng in-
tegrity. So we want to fix
our government? It's not
about the sinner. It's about
the sin,” pahayag ni Cay-
etano sa kanyang Face-
book livestream nitong Oc-
tober 7. “So to myself, to
the Senate, to all the lead-
ers — business leaders,
youth leaders, religious
leaders: let's make integri-
ty central to us. As | say it
to you, | say it to myself,”
aniya. Tinukoy ni Cayetano
ang flood control scandal
bilang “culmination” ng
mga naging pagkakamali
sa iba’'t ibang administra-
syon “na akala natin na-ad-
dress na... tapos biglang
lumitaw.” Para maibalik
ang integridad sa pro-
gramang pang-imprastruk-
tura, bahagi lang aniya ng
solusyon ang pagkakaroon

ng mga bagong hakbang
para sa transparency. Ang
kailangan muna aniyang
lutasin ay ang puno’t dulo
ng buong iskandalo: ang
mga ghost project. “Where
do we start? How do we
put integrity back? It's not
by saying, ‘O simula 2026,
simula 2027, bantayan
n’yo na kami.” Hindi po,”
aniya. “Kailangan natin
makita y’'ung mali. Ka0073i
kung hindi, y’'ung mga cor-
rupt, hindi naman titigil
‘yan eh. Uulit at uulit ‘yan,”
aniya. Muling iminungkahi
ni Cayetano na maglabas
ang DPWH ng kumpletong
listahan ng lahat ng mga
naunang flood control proj-
ect at ipakuha sa mga dis-
trict engineer at lokal na
opisyal ang litrato ng bawat
isa. Kung walang litrato,
kumpirmadong “ghost” ang
proyekto. “Kunan lang [ng
litrato] lahat ng projects,
may listahan ka lang, and
by now, you should know
which one is ghost at hin-
di,” aniya. Dagdag ni Cay-
etano, ang integridad sa
flood control investigation
ay nangangahulugang
walang papaburan at
walang pag-iinitan.  “So
hindi mo masisi ang tao
kung nagtatanong, ‘ano ba
ang nangyayari dyan?’
Because after a year, hindi
pa maibigay eksakto y’'ung

listahan [ng ghost proj-
ects], and then may mga
lugar na pinag-iinitan, may
mga lugar naman na pa-
rang hindi tinitignan. So
again, it goes back to
what? Integrity,” aniya.
Kaugnay ng pagdiriwang
ng World Teachers’ Day,
nanawagan din si Cayeta-
no ng integridad sa siste-
ma ng edukasyon. Aniya,
kailangang harapin ang ti-
nawag niyang “mistake” ng
gobyerno sa pagpapa-
tupad ng K to 12 at maging
handang gumawa ng mga
‘radical” na  solusyon.
“When we say Kto 12, let's
look in the mirror and say,
kaya ba natin ibigay ito sa
mga bata? Kung hindi, let's
admit our mistake and fix
it,” aniya, kasabay ang
mungkahing ibalik ang dat-
ing kurikulum kung hindi
kayang pondohan nang
buo ng gobyerno ang K to
12. Hinikayat din ni Cay-
etano ang kanyang mga
manonood ha isabuhay
ang integridad sa araw-
araw.“We have to ask our-
selves, sa buhay ba natin,
do we have integrity? Ang
gobyerno ba natin may in-
tegrity? Ang relationships
ba natin may integrity?
Y’ung pagtatrabaho po ba
natin sa ating boss, do we
do it with integrity?” aniya.

DOST...

Department  of
Science and Technology
(DOST) Assistant Secre-
tary for Technology Trans-
fer, Communications, and
Commercialization Napo-
leon K. Juanillo Jr. pres-
ents the Mechanics of the
Technology Curation: As-
sessment and Portfolio
Positioning  before the
high-level officials of the
DOST, Commission on
Higher Education and
Batangas State University
during the Innovation
Summit 2026 on Septem-
ber 28, 2026. Photos by
Patrick James Lee S. Al-
fonso, DOST-STII

To bring Philip-
pine technologies closer to
global markets, the De-
partment of Science and
Technology (DOST) and
the Commission on Higher
Education (CHED) pre-
pared a portfolio of innova-
tions for industry evalua-
tion and potential
commercialization.

This was high-
lighted during the DOST-
CHED Innovation Summit
2026, held on September
28 and hosted by Batan-
gas State University—The

National Engineering Uni-
versity  (BatStateU) in
Batangas City.

Led by the office
of DOST Assistant Secre-
tary for Technology Trans-
fer, Communications, and
Commercialization Napo-
leon K. Juanillo Jr., the In-
novation Summit served
as a national portfo-
lio-building process for
homegrown technologies
and the Philippine pathway
to the 2027 World Eco-
nomic Forum at Davos,
Switzerland.

“This Summit is
part of the joint effort to fi-
nally connect the dots.
Market-driven research
and product development
will be nurtured through
the planned Synchronized
Innovation and  Busi-
ness-Oriented Launch-
pads (SIBOL) in the re-
gions, so that promising
technologies are grown
close to where our re-
searchers, farmers, and
entrepreneurs already
work — not confined to a
handful of laboratories in
the capital,” Dr. Juanillo
said.

He added that,

from there, these technolo-
gies will then pass through
the Philippine Technology
Evaluation and Standards
for Testing or PHITEST,
which benchmarks Filipi-
no-made innovations
against the same testing,
evaluation, and certifica-
tion standards the rest of
the world already trusts.

The initiative
complements DOST’s
broader efforts to strength-
en the country’s innovation
infrastructure and supports
CHED’s mandate to har-
ness the research and in-
novation capabilities of
higher education institu-
tions.

DOST Secretary
Renato U. Solidum Jr. em-
phasized that the impact of
science and technology
should be viewed beyond
individual discoveries and
measured through the ca-
pabilities and opportunities
that these investments
create for society.

“We have spent
many years asking how
much we invest in science.
[But] We should also ask
what capabilities that in-
vestment has created. We

have asked how many re-
searchers we have. We
should also ask what those
researchers are capable of
doing together. And per-
haps most importantly, we
should stop thinking of our
scientific and technological
capabilites as isolated
achievements,”  Solidum
said.

Echoing the im-
portance of translating re-
search into tangible value,
CHED Chairperson Shirley
C. Agrupis framed her
message around
“ACHIEVE: From Knowl-
edge to Possibility,” high-
lighting the return on public
investments in university
research and develop-
ment. Her message under-
scored the role of higher
education institutions in
turning knowledge and re-
search into possibilities
that can respond to press-
ing national challenges
and contribute to broader
development.

Agrupis also
called on innovators
across the country to work
closely with the govern-
ment in addressing con-
temporary challenges, em-

phasizing the need to
connect the country’s re-
search and innovation ca-
pabilities with the needs of
communities and society.

The Summit also
marked the inception of In-
noVenta Davos, an initia-
tive that seeks to strength-
en the country’s
participation in global inno-
vation and economic dis-
cussions and create op-
portunities to bring
Philippine science, tech-
nology, and innovation into
international platforms.

Through this ini-
tiative, the Philippines
seeks to move beyond
simply  participating in
global forums toward pre-
senting its capabilities,
forging strategic partner-
ships, and creating path-
ways for Philippine innova-
tion to contribute to the
global economy.

The initiative
forms part of the country’s
preparations toward the
2027 World Economic Fo-
rum in Davos, Switzerland,
providing a platform to fur-
ther connect Philippine in-
stitutions and innovators
with international partners
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and opportunities.

For CHED, the
initiative also reinforces
the important role of state
universities and colleges
(SUCs) and higher educa-
tion institutions (HEIs) in
generating knowledge, de-
veloping capabilities, and
contributing to national de-
velopment.

The Innovation
Summit reflects the shared
commitment of DOST and
CHED to build a more con-
nected and globally en-
gaged Philippine innova-
tion ecosystem—one that
links education, research,
industry, government, and
international partners to-
ward sustainable econom-
ic growth and inclusive de-
velopment.

The Innovation
Summit 2026 marked the
inception of ‘InnoVenta
Davos’. Through this, Sol-
idum said the Philippine
delegation is moving away
from merely being observ-
ers and consumers of for-
eign ideas to positioning
Philippine innovation as
essential, climate-resilient
capital for the global econ-
omy.
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Sa Oktubre 24-
25, idaraos ng Phcancare
ang isang Medical Tourism
Assessment Event sa Ma-
nila, Philippines.

Layunin  nitong
tulungan ang mga Pilipi-
nong pasyenteng napag-
pasyahan nang
isaalang-alang ang Tsina
bilang opsyon sa kanilang
gamutan.

Ang Phcancare
ay tagapag-ugnay lamang
ang pape nito. Ang lahat
ng desisyong medikal ay
gagawin ng mga doktor sa
mga ospital sa Tsina, at ng
mga pasyente at kanilang
mga pamilya.

Ang trabaho ng
Phcancare ay suriin ang
kahandaan at kaangkupan
ng pasyente sa pagpunta
sa Tsina, at iugnay siya sa
tamang ospital at sa mga
kailangang asikasuhin
bago, habang, at pagkata-
pos ng biyahe.

Mga Serbisyong

Iniaalok

Records Review
at Hospital Matching — si-
nusuri ang mga dokumen-
to at medical records ng
pasyente upang maiugnay
siya sa pasilidad na akma
sa kanyang kondisyon.

Visa at Travel Co-
ordination —inaas-
ikaso ang mga papeles at
biyahe mula Pilipinas pa-
tungong Tsina.

Interpretation at
On-Ground Support — may
tagasalin at gabay upang
hindi maging hadlang ang
wika.

Follow-up Care —
patuloy ang suporta ng ko-
ponan kahit nakauwi na
ang pasyente.

Mga Ospital at
Larangang Sakop

Ang network ng
Phcancare ay binubuo ng
mga lisensyadong Tier-3
Grade A hospitals sa Tsina,
ang pinakamataas na an-
tas ng klasipikasyon ng os-

pital sa bansa. Kabilang sa
mga larangang sakop ang:
Oncology at systemic ther-
apy, Urology, Endocrinolo-
gy, Gynecology, Hepatobi-
liary at Gastroenterology,

at Traditional Chinese
Medicine.

Pamumuno at
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Pinamamahalaan
ang Phcancare ng isang
Expert China Coordinator
Director kasama ang mga
dedikadong Pilipinong co-
ordinator. Bawat pasyente
ay may case manager na
available 24/7, mula sa

October 14-20, 2026

ng Medical Tourism
e
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paunang pagsusuri ng eli-
gibility hanggang sa pana-
hon ng paggaling.
Paano
reserba?
Limitado ang mga
upuan para sa pribadong
pagtitipon na ito, kaya hini-
hikayat ang mga interesa-

Magpa-

do na magpareserba nang
maaga.

Tumawag o mag-
text: +63 964 150 6932

Paalala: Ang
Phcancare ay nagsisilbing
tulay lamang sa pagitan ng
pasyente at mga ospital sa
Tsina.

SM GROUP'S OPERATION TULONG EXPRESS ERINGS REl.lEF 710 5,600

FAMII.IES AF-FECTED BY HABAGAT

Volunteers organize Kalinga Packs ahead of distri-

bution under Operation Tulong Express, SM Foun-

dation's disaster response program conducted in

partnership with the Department of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD).

SM Foundation's
Operation Tulong Express
(OPTE) reached about
5,600 families across
Pampanga and Dagupan
City, distributing Kalinga
Packs to communities still
recovering from weeks of
flooding brought on by the

Southwest Monsoon

(Habagat).

The relief opera-
tions followed state of ca-
lamity declarations as en-
hanced Habagat rains
submerged communities
in both areas for weeks.

SM Foundation volunteers distribute Kalinga Packs
to families in Dagupan City, Pangasinan, part of the

300 families reached during the September 19 relief

operation.

An SM Foundation volunteer wades through flood-

waters to deliver a Kalinga Pack to a family whose

community re-mains submerged weeks after the

Habagat floods. This effort is part of OPTE, SM Foun-

dation’s disaster response initiative dedicated to

providing immediate assistance to communities in
need.

An elderly resident receives a Kalinga Pack during

the relief distribution in the Municipality of Mexico,

Pam-panga. Older residents were among the hard-

est hit by the weeks-long flooding, often the least

able to evacu-ate quickly or to rebuild once the wa-
ter finally receded.

This September,
OPTE, activated through
SM City Pampanga and
SM City San Fernan-do
Downtown, distributed ap-
proximately 4,700 Kalinga
Packs to families in the
City of San Fernando and
the Municipality of Mexico,

Pampanga.

San  Fernando
and Mexico were among
the province’s hardest-hit
areas, with severe flood-
ing reported in several
communities. The relief
operations were conduct-
ed in partnership with the
Department of Social Wel-
fare and Development

(DSWD).

Meanwhile, SM
Center Dagupan launched

its OPTE last August in

Brgy. Mamalingling, dis-

tributing Kalinga Packs to
600 families.

A month later, the
program resumed at Ba-
rangay Herrero-Perez,
Dagupan City, provid-ing
packs to another 300 fam-
ilies still recovering from
floods that triggered a
state of ca-lamity weeks

earlier.

Since its activa-
tion, OPTE has served as
the SM Group’s frontline
disaster response, with
SM Foundation, SM Su-
permalls, and SM Markets
working together to pro-
vide as-sistance to affect-
ed communities across

the country.

MEGAWORLD...

Megawide Con-
struction Corp. (Megawide
or the Company) secured
P12.8 billion in new con-
tracts in September for two
housing developments un-
der the government’s Ex-
panded Pambansang Pa-
bahay Para sa Pilipino
(4PH) Program.

The new con-
tracts cover the P6.9 bil-
lion, 3,800-unit 4PH Nocal
Residences in North

Caloocan and the

P5.9 billion, 4,500-unit
4PH Sumi Residences in
Imus, Cavite.

Construction on

both projects is expected
to begin before year-end,
with completion targeted
for December 2028.

“Based on our
long-term growth plan,
which includes building
100,000 4PH housing
units overthe next five to
seven years, three critical
milestones will mark our
progress: contract award,
topping-off, and, ultimately,
the turnover of units to
beneficiaries. We have al-
ready achieved the first
two milestones for our ini-
tial projects, Avesta and
JAB

Residences, and
we are confident in our
ability to deliver on our
commitments to the gov-
ernment, the Filipino peo-
ple, and our shareholders,”
said Edgar Saavedra,
Chairman and CEO of
Megawide.

The Company re-
cently topped off Towers C
and D of the five-storey
JAB Residences, less than
seven months after con-
crete pouring began in
February 2026. In August,

Megawide also
topped off the first tower of
the 11-storey Avesta Resi-
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dences, 10 months after
construction began. These
milestones mark the com-
pletion of the projects’
structural frameworks and
their transition to the next
phases of development.

The new con-
tracts will increase Megaw-
ide’s portfolio of 4PH hous-
ing units across various
stages of development to
nearly 20,000. These will
also keep the Company on
track to reach its Php60
billion year-end order book
target from the Php47.5
billion level as of end-June
2026. PR

FUND (PAG-IBIG FUND),

-versus-

JOEL LUCAPA ABAYON
ABAYON,

X

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
NAIC, CAVITE
rtc1nacocc@)judiciary.gov.ph
0915-620-0438

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL

Mortgagee,

FNC 2023-621

For: Extra-Judicial
Foreclosure of Real
Estate Mortgage under
Act 3135, as amended
by Act 4118

married to SHIELLA SANCHEZ

Mortgagor.

X

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-judicial foreclosure sale under Act
3135, as Amended by Act No. 4118, filed by Mortgagee,
HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND (PAG-IBIG FUND),
a government financial institution duly organized and existing
under and by virtue of Republic Act No. 9679 with principal
office and place and business at The Petron Mega Plaza
Building, No. 358 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City, pursu-
ant to the terms and conditions of the Loan and Mortgage
Agreement ("MORTGAGE") executed and notarized on April
6, 2018 Mortgagor, JOEL LUCAPA ABAYON married to
SHIELLA SANCHEZ ABAYON, both of legal age, Filipino
citizen, with postal residence and postal address at NO. 3081
JENNYS AVE., ROSARIO, PASIG CITY, in favor of the Mort-
gagee, over a real estate property including improvements
thereon, described in and covered by TRANSFER CERTIFI-
CATE OF TITLE No. 057-2018040751 of the Registry of
Deeds for Province of Cavite, in order to satisfy the outstand-
ing loan obligation of the Mortgagors in the amount of FOUR
HUNDRED EIGHTY FIVE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED
EIGHTY FIVE PESOS & 37/100 (P485.985-37) inclusive of
interest, penalties and other charges, as of September 20,
2023, the undersigned Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of
the Regional Trial Court of Cavite thru his deputy, Janelle V.
Lagadon, will sell at public auction on November 10, at 9:00
o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, at the Office of the
Ex-Officio Sheriff at the Hall of Justice formerly Mayor Macario
B. Pena Memorial Hall, Naic, Cavite, to the highest bidder, for
Cash or Manager's Check and in Philippine Currency, the fol-
lowing property with all its improvements thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO.;
057-2018040751
Registry of Deeds for Province of Cavite

NAIC, PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LUZON

BOUNDARIES:
LINE DIRECTION
1-2 NE
2-3 SE
3-4 SW
4-1 NW

TIE POINT: MON. NO. 17, NAIC ESTATE, PROVINCE OF

CAVITE
LINE BEARING DISTANCE
TO CORNER 1 S.40°38'E  2697.59 m.
1-2 S.29°26'E 8.00 m.
2-3 S.60°34'W 3.50 m.
3-4 N.29°26'W 8.00 m.
4-2 N.60 ° 34’ E 3.50 m.

AREA: TWENTY EIGET SQUARE METERS (28), MORE

OR LESS

In the event the public auction should not take
place on the said date, it shall be held on November 17,2026

without further notice.

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined
to investigate and verify for themselves the TRANSFER
CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 057-2018040751 encum-
brances thereon, if any there be.

All sealed bids must be submitted to the under-
signed on the above stated time and date.

Naic, Cavite, Philippines, October 1, 2026.

(SGD)JANELLE V. LAGADON, MBA

WARNING:

IT IS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE,
DEFACE OR DESTROY THIS NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S
SALE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF THE AUCTION SALE
UNDER THE PENALTY OF LAW.

Copy Furnished:

ATTY. AMELY D. AGMATA
%POMPEY P. MAYNIGO

Vision Credit & Collection Services Incorporated
JRDC Building 117 Sen Gil. J. Puyat Ave. Pasay City

JOEL LUCAPA ABAYON

married to SHIELLA SANCHEZ ABAYON
NO. 3081 JENNYS AVE., ROSARY, PASIG CITY
LOT 39 BLOCK 77 PHASE 2 PASINAYA HOMES, BRGY.

BLOOD, NAIC, CAVITE

Straight News Publishing
October 14, 21, & 28, 2026

ADJOINING LOT (S)
LOT 40, BLOCK 77,
PSD-04-246096
ALLEY LOT 45,
PSD-04-246096

LOT 38, BLOCK 77,
PSD-04-246096

LOT 6, BLOCK 77,
PSD-04-246096

Sheriff-In-Charge

October 06, 2026
— Mula ika-17 hanggang
ika-29 ng Setyembre
2026, hindi bababa sa 155
residente mula sa siyam
na Sustainable Livelihood
Program (SLP) Associa-
tion sa Cavite ang pinalak-
as ng DSWD upang mag-
simulang mga pangkatang
negosyo sa ilalim ng SLP.

Nakatanggap
ang mga asosasyon, na
mula sa mga bayan ng
Magallanes, Indang, at
General Emilio Aguinaldo,
ng kabuuang PhP 2.725
milyon na seed -capital
fund bilang paghahanda
sa kanilang mga itatayong
negosyo, gaya ng
hog-raising, poultry pro-
duction, weaving, sari-sari
store, food catering, at iba
pa. lginawad naman sa
bawat grupo ang puhu-
nang katumbas ng PhP
20,000 bawat miyembro.

“Nangangako
kaming gagamitin namin
ang pondo ng asosasyon
nang wasto at respons-
able, alinsunod sa ap-
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proved livelihood project,
association policies, at ap-
plicable SLP guidelines,”
pagsasaad ni Cherri Ann
Matilla, pangulo ng Indang
PWD SLP Association, na
kabilang sa mga planong
magtayo ng rag making at
weaving  business.Dag-
dag ni DSWD Project De-
velopment Officer Nora
Mojica, isinailalim na rin
ang mga asosasyon sa
mga pagsasanay sa can-
vassing at procurement
upang maihanda sila sa
paggamit ng kanilang
pondo.

Sa implementa-
syon ng SLP, kabilang ang
seed capital fund at mga
pagsasanay sa mga su-
portang ibinibigay ng
DSWD sa mga kwalipi-
kadong indibidwal upang
makapagsimula sila ng
mga pangkatang negosyo
na makapagbibigay ng
pangmatagalang dagdag
kita sa kanila at kanilang
mga pamilya. [with re-
ports from NMMojica/
LAApalla]
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October 14, 2026

ERRATUM

This is to correct the error made in the publica-
tion of Notice of Extrajudicial Sale filed by RCBC vs. SPS.
ROY ERIC C. OREGON and ERLITA T. OREGON repre-
sented by Attorney-in-Fact Rochelle O. Rellosa which was
published in Straight News Publishing on July 8, 15 and
22, 2026. The name of the Mortgagors, Rochelie should
be changed to Rochelle; ADJOINING LOS(S) should be
changed to ADJOINING LOT(S) and Lot 2582, S.D.F.M.
Estate should be changed to Lot 2582, S.F.D.M. Estate
and not as published earlier.

Straight News Publishing:

October 14, 2026

ERRATUM

This is to correct the error made in the publica-
tion of Notice of Extrajudicial Sale filed by RCBC vs. AN-
NIE L. MODESTO AND JEFFREY D. BELER with Fore-
closure Case No. F-322-26 which was published in
Straight News Publishing on July 8, 15 and 22, 2026. The
name of the Mortgagors should be changed to JEFFREY
D. BELER; Bria Trece Brgy Inocencio Trece City, Cavite
should be changed to Bria Trece, Brgy. Inocencio, Trece
Martires City, Cavite; PORTION OF: Lot 2629-2632, and
2216-N, FLS-290, Sta. Cruz De Malabon Estate should be
changed to PORTION OF: LOTS 2629, 2632, 2633 AND
2216-N, FLS-290, STA. CRUZ DE MALABON ESTATE;
LOCATION: Barangay, Inocencio Trece City, Cavite Prov-
ince of Cavite, Island of Luzon should be changed to LO-
CATION: BARANGAY OF INOCENCIO, CITY OF TRECE
MARTIRES, PROVINCE OF CAVITE, ISLAND OF LU-
ZON and the Adjoining LOS(S) should be changed to AD-
JOINING LOT(S) and not as published earlier.

Straight News Publishing:
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Elementary artists ng Cavite, tam_nok Sa pag-uwi
ng panalo sa On-the-Spot Poster Making Contest ng DA-4

Dalawampu’t  li-
mang (25) mag-aaral sa
ika-5 hanggang ika-6 na
baitang ang lumahok sa
Regional On-the-Spot
Poster Making Contest
2026 na isinagawa ng De-
partment of Agriculture V-
CALABARZON (DA-4A)
Regional Agriculture and
Fisheries Information Sec-
tion (RAFIS) noong ika-24
ng Setyembre sa Lipa City,
Batangas.

Ang patimpalak
ay may temang “Innovate
Today, Nourish Tomorrow”
na naglalayong mapagti-
bay ang pakikiayon ng
mga kabataan sa pagpa-
pakilala at pagpapalakas
ng sektor ng agrikultura sa

tulong ng sining, gamit ang
inobasyon patungo sa lig-
tas, masustansya, at sapat
na pagkain para sa lahat.

Tampok sa aktibi-
dad ang panalo ng mga
mag-aaral sa elementarya
mula sa lalawigan ng
Cavite. Itinanghal na 1st
Place si Eryn Jane Teano
mula sa Trece Martires El-
ementary School. Sinun-
dan naman ito nina Althea
Colleen Villaresis ng Naic
Elementarty School (2nd
Place) at Felicia Isabella
Macaraeg ng Rosario Ele-
mentary ~ School  (3rd
Place).

Nagpasalamat si
Eryn sa mga patuloy na
naniwala sa kanya lalo na
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sa kanyang coach. Aniya,
ang pagkatalo niya sa pag-
sali sa kompetisyong ito
noong 2025 ay nagsilbing
inspirasyon upang mas
pagbutihin pa ang paggu-
hit niya sa pagkapanalo
ngayong 2026.

Samantala,
taunang idinadaos ang
kompetisyong ito sa pagtu-
tulungan ng Kagawaran ng
Pagsasaka, Kagawaran
ng Edukasyon, at Food
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion ng United Nations
para sa selebrasyon ng
World Food Day tuwing
Oktubre. Inaasahan ang
paglaban si Eryn para sa
national sa ika-16 ng Ok-
tubre sa Maynila

Cavite is fastest-growing province in GALABARZON

for 2023 - PSA
BACOOR CITY,
Cavite (PIA) — Cavite Prov-
ince reported the fastest
economic growth in the
CALABARZON for the year
2025, posting a 6.7 percent
increase in its Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) ac-
cording to the Philippine
Statistics Authority (PSA).
In its report on the
2025 Provincial Product Ac-
counts, the PSA noted that
the GDP of Cavite Province
was valued at Php 875.67

billion in 2025 from Php
820.76 billion in 2024.

Meanwhile, the
province’s estimated per
capita GDP was valued at
Php 181, 561 which is a 4.6
percent increase in 2024.

A key indicator of
local economic growth, per
capita GDP indicates the
average economic value or
output by each person in a
given area.

According to the
PSA, Cavite posted the
largest contribution for the

entire region’s growth rate
for the services sector with
a 2.0 percent share.

Among the indus-
tries, the Human health and
social work activities sector
saw the fastest growth with
15.5 percent, followed by
public administration and
defense and compulsory
social security at 10.5 per-
cent. On the other hand, the
mining and quarrying indus-
try accounted for the lowest
economic performance at
4.1 percent.
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The Philippine
Health Insurance Corpora-
tion (PhilHealth) and major
health maintenance orga-
nizations (HMOs) and pri-
vate health insurers (PHIs)
have joined hands to make
primary healthcare more
affordable and accessible
for Filipinos.

PhilHealth, to-
gether with  Maxicare
Healthcare = Corporation,
MediCard Philippines, Inc.,
PhilhealthCare, Inc.,
Health Plan Philippines,
Inc., United Coconut Plant-
ers Life Assurance Corpo-
ration, Asalus Corporation

(Intellicare), Medicare
Plus, Inc., Avega Managed
Care, Inc., Cooperative

Health Management Fed-
eration, Pacific Cross
Health Care, Inc., Insular
Health Care, Inc. (iCare),
The Manufacturers Life In-
surance Co. (Phils.), and
InLife Benefits Insurance
Company, Inc. sealed a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU) establish-
ing the PhilHealth YAKAP
— HMO/PHI Benefit Com-
plementation initiative in
support of the Universal
Health Care (UHC) law.

S3S encourages members to avail of new microloan facility

QUEZON CITY, 2
October 2026 — The Social
Security System (SSS) is
urging members with at
least 12 posted monthly
contributions to apply for
its new digital microloan
facility, the SSS Micro
Loan Program, also known
as SSS LoanlLite.

SSS  President
and Chief Executive Offi-
cer Robert Joseph M. de
Claro said SSS LoanlLite is
designed to provide quali-
fied members with acces-
sible, secure, and afford-
able short-term financial
assistance for immediate
needs.

De Claro said
qualified members may
apply for loans ranging
from #1,000 to #20,000,
depending on the average
of their 12 latest Monthly
Salary Credits (MSCs).
“Available repayment peri-
ods are 15, 30, 60, or 90
days, with an interest rate
of 8% per annum, equiva-

lent to approximately
0.67% per month.”
Eligibility

To qualify for
SSS Loanlite, eligible em-
ployed, self-employed, vol-
untary, and OFW members
must:

Be at least 18
years old at the time of ap-
plication and below 65
years old at the end of the
loan term

Have at least 12
posted monthly contribu-
tions

Have no past-
due Short-Term Member
Loan (e.g., Salary, Calami-
ty, or Emergency Loan)

Have no pending
or settled final benefit
claim (e.g., retirement or
permanent total disability),
unless previously can-
celled due to re-employ-
ment, resumption of
self-employment, or recov-
ery

Have no active
Restructured Loan (or, if
fully paid, the required re-
strictive period must have
lapsed)

Have an account
enrolled in the online facili-
ty of a participating finan-
cial institution (PFI)

Have no active
SSS Micro Loan and have
fully paid any prior micro-
loan refinanced by a PFI

Have no record
of fraud against SSS

Loanable amount

De Claro noted
that while 12 contributions

are enough to be eligible
for the SSS Loanlite,
members with at least 36
total contributions—includ-
ing at least six posted with-
in the 12 months immedi-
a t e I y
before  applying—qualify
for higher loan amounts up
to the 20,000 ceiling.

De Claro said
that members with at least
12 monthly contributions
can borrow a loanable
amount equal to 11% of
their average MSCs in the
last 12 months.

“For example, if a
member’s average MSC
over the last 12 months is
20,000 but the member
has only 12 total contribu-
tions, the loanable amount
is P2,200 (1% of
#£20,000),” he said.

Members with at
least 36 total contributions,
including at least six post-
ed monthly contributions
within the 12-month period
immediately preceding the
application, may qualify for
the maximum loan amount
of up to 20,000, depend-
ing on their average MSC.

Furthermore,
members  with  existing
Short-Term Member Loans

(Salary, Calamity, or Emer-
gency Loans) may still ap-
ply for SSS LoanLite, pro-
vided those loans are not
past due and they have no
active SSS Micro Loan.

Repayment and
renewal

Repayments  will
be collected according to
the agreed schedule
through an automatic debit
arrangement, which is the
default collection mode.
Deductions will primarily
be made from the account
where the loan proceeds
were credited.

Loan renewal is
allowed after full payment
of the current microloan,
as reported by the partici-

pating financial institu-
tions.
Where to apply
At present, SSS
LoanLite is available

through the UnionDigital
Bank mobile application.
De Claro said
SSS is also working with
Rizal Commercial Banking
Corporation (RCBC), Land
Bank of the Philippines
(LBP), and Union Bank of
the Philippines (UBP) to
make LoanLite available
through their respective
digital platforms. PR

Under the MOU, PhilHealth
will serve as the initial
source of coverage for pri-
mary care services
through its Yaman ng Kalu-
sugan Program (YAKAP),
while  private  insurers
complement this coverage
by providing additional
benefits. “With PhilHealth
YAKAP as the first layer of
protection, our private part-
ners can focus their bene-
fits on what lies beyond the
program package. That
way, every Filipino gets
more care for every peso,”
said PhilHealth Acting
President and CEO Dr.
Beverly Lorraine C. Ho.

“Together, we can
establish a system that
builds a healthier, more
productive Philippines—
where quality healthcare
empowers every Filipino to
drive the nation forward,”
PhilHealth Board Member
and Finance Secretary
Frederick D. Go said. As
the secondary payers,
HMOs and PHIs can cover
costs that exceed Phil-
Health benefit limits or fall
outside primary care cov-
erage, such as specialized
procedures, branded medi-
cations, or hospital room
upgrades.

YAKAP  covers
consultations, 13 laborato-
ry tests, selected outpa-
tient medicines under the
GAMOT package, and out-
patient services for six can-
cer screening tests. Under
the PhilHealth primary care
program, specialized out-
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PhilHealth, private insurers huild on
YAKAP to maximize primary care coverage

patient benefits such as
animal bite treatment, ma-
ternal care, Tuberculosis
DOTS, HIV/AIDS manage-
ment, and mental health
services are also included,
as applicable. The direct
integration of PhilHealth
YAKAP with private insur-
ance policies establishes a
more seamless healthcare
system to prevent dupli-
cate payment and effec-
tively lower patients’ out-of-
pocket costs of shared
beneficiaries.  PhilHealth
urges all members and pol-
icyholders to register for
PhilHealth YAKAP via the
eGovPH app, PhilHealth
Member Portal, or nearest
PhilHealth office to instant-
ly maximize their primary
care coverage alongside
their private HMO benefits.

Additionally, Phil-
Health invites other HMOs
and private health insurers
to join this complementa-
tion network to expand fi-
nancial protection and de-
liver seamless, affordable
primary healthcare to ev-
ery Filipino family nation-
wide.

For official an-
nouncements, program up-
dates, and participating
provider lists, members
may call PhilHealth 24/7
Corporate Action Center
(02) 8662-2588 or Vvisit
www.philhealth.gov.ph, or
follow PhilHealth's verified
social media channels on
Facebook (@PhilHealthof-
ficial) and X (@teamphil-
health).

CAVITE STATE...

In observance of
the 126th Philippine Civil
Service Anniversary,
Cavite State University
(CvSU), through the Hu-
man Resource Develop-
ment Office (HRDO), con-
ducted a Commitment
Signing Ceremony on 01
October 2026 at the Ad-
ministration Lobby.

With the theme,
“Bawat Kawani, Lingkod
Bayani: Puso, Dangal at
Galing para sa Bayan,” the
activity highlighted the
shared commitment of
CvSU employees to up-
hold integrity, excellence,
professionalism, and dedi-
cated public service.

The program
commenced with the wel-
come remarks of Mr. John
Xavier B. Nepomuceno,
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Vice President for Admin-
istrative and Support Ser-
vices, followed by the in-
spirational message of Dr.
Ma. Agnes P. Nuestro,
University President, who
reminded employees of
the importance of serving
with commitment, dignity,
and excellence.

The activity was
attended by University offi-
cials, faculty members,
and administrative person-
nel, who came together in
affirming their commitment
to the ideals of public ser-
vice and to becoming true
Lingkod Bayani in the ser-
vice of the University and
the Filipino people.

Bawat Kawani,
Lingkod Bayani!

Puso.  Dangal.
Galing. Para sa Bayan.

The Mindanao
Tourism Expo (MTEXx) 2026,
held from October 1-5,
2026 at the Sultan Kudarat
Gymnasium in Isulan, Sul-
tan Kudarat, became a vi-
brant convergence of cul-
tures, destinations, and
regional pride. Among the
distinguished  participants
was CALABARZON, whose
presence underscored its
commitment to promoting
tourism excellence and
strengthening interregional
collaboration.

CALABARZON'’s
booth featured iconic desti-
nations such as Nasugbu,
Taal Basilica, and the sce-

nic landscapes of Batan-
gas, complemented by the
hospitality of partner estab-
lishments like Forest Crest
Nature Hotel & Resort and
travel agencies including
Jyl Tres Marias Travel &
Tours. The exhibit was
adorned with cultural mo-
tifs, promotional materials,
and interactive displays, in-
viting visitors to “Discover
More to Love” in the region.

The  delegation
highlighted CALABAR-
ZON’s diverse tourism of-
ferings—from heritage
towns and natural wonders
to modern leisure hubs—
while embodying the Filipi-

no Brand of Service Excel-
lence. Staff and
representatives warmly en-
gaged with expo-goers, of-
fering  brochures, local
products, and immersive
storytelling that reflected
the region’s dedication to
sustainable and communi-
ty-driven tourism.
CALABARZON'’s
participation was not only a
showcase of destinations
but also a celebration of
partnerships. The presence
of provincial tourism offices,
private stakeholders, and
DOT representatives rein-
forced the region’s united
front in promoting Philip-

pine tourism. The exhibit
stood alongside other re-
gional showcases from
Caraga, Eastern Visayas,
and Central Visayas, creat-
ing a tapestry of cultural
pride and hospitality across
the archipelago.

As confetti filled
the air during the grand
opening and cultural perfor-
mances enlivened the ven-
ue, CALABARZON’s contri-
buton to MTEx 2026
resonated with visitors:
tourism is not only about
destinations, but also about
stories, heritage, and the
people who bring them to
life.

DOST, DTI RIZAL STRENGTHEN MSME COMPETITIVENESS
THROUGH BUSINESS INNOVATION PROGRAM

RODRIGUEZ,
Rizal — In line with the
celebration of National
MSME Month this July, the
Department of Science
and Technology — Provin-
cial Science and Technol-
ogy Office in Rizal (DOST-
PSTO-Rizal), in
partnership with the De-
partment of Trade and In-
dustry (DTI) Rizal, con-
ducted the Business
Growth and Development
Training for 31 members
of two community associa-
tions in Rodriguez, Rizal,
July 9.

Designed to en-
hance the entrepreneurial
competencies and overall
sustainability of local en-
terprises, the training pro-
vided hands-on sessions
on the Business Model
Canvas (BMC), targeted
marketing strategies, busi-
ness coaching, and strate-
gic networking. Beyond
technology transfer, DOST
aims to cultivate an inno-
vation-driven mindset

among beneficiaries,
adopting a holistic ap-
proach to establishing
sustainable livelihood op-
portunities in the province.

The initiative re-
flects the shared commit-
ment of DOST and DTI to
boost micro, small, and
medium enterprise
(MSME) competitiveness
by merging science, tech-
nology, and innovation
(STI) with practical busi-
ness development. DOST-
Rizal Officer-in-Charge
Engr. Mhark Ellgine A. Li-
bao and DTI-Rizal Busi-
ness Counselor Mr. Rey-
mond S. Melendres led
discussions on business
model development and
enterprise  management,
providing participants with
practical tools to identify
market opportunities, re-
fine value propositions,
and make informed strate-
gic decisions.

Through the
BMC workshop facilitated
by OIC Libao and an inter-
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active business simulation
led by Mr. Melendres, par-
ticipants applied core con-
cepts to realistic market
scenarios. The simulation
allowed community mem-
bers to test business strat-
egies, manage resources,
and adapt to changing
market conditions within a
collaborative learning en-
vironment—reinforcing es-
sential competencies in
strategic planning, finan-
cial management, and
teamwork.

This joint effort
demonstrates the continu-
ing partnership between
DOST-Rizal and DTI-Rizal
in delivering comprehen-
sive support to local entre-
preneurs. By equipping
MSMEs with both techni-
cal and managerial solu-
tions, the program em-
powers local associations
to build resilient, mar-
ket-ready businesses that
drive community develop-
ment and regional eco-
nomic growth. PR

Four government
agencies—DOH, DepEd,
DILG, and PhilHealth—
have joined forces under a
Joint Memorandum Circu-
lar (JMC) to launch the YA-
KAP School Health and
Protection Program (YA-
KAP-SHP), reinforcing the
government’s commitment
to safeguarding the health
and well-being of Filipino
children.

The agreement
was officially signed today
by Health Secretary Dr.
Edwin M. Mercado, Phil-
Health Acting President
and CEO Dr. Beverly Lor-
raine C. Ho, Education
Secretary Juan Edgardo
“Sonny” M. Angara, and In-
terior and Local Govern-
ment Secretary Juanito
Victor “Jonvic” Remulla,
Aligned with Pillar | of the
Unified National Agenda
for Health (UNA Para sa
Kalusugan) and in re-
sponse to President Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos, Jr.’s call
for stronger child health
intervention, YAKAP-SHP
delivers preventive care di-
rectly to schools and
learning centers nation-
wide. In line with the De-
partment of  Health's
Healthy Learning Institu-

tions Program that recog-
nizes educational institu-
tions as key settings for
cultivating health and inte-
grates health promotion
into school policies, ser-
vices, facilities, and sys-
tems, the program places
particular emphasis on
early detection and man-
agement of developmental
delays and disabilities
from birth through the
school years.

This inter-agency
partnership establishes a
whole-of-government
framework to achieve
three core objectives: ex-
pand access to YAKAP,
establish a continuum of
care, and strengthen im-
plementation mechanisms
by enhancing financing,
securing parental/ guard-
ian consent mechanisms
for YAKAP participation,
and coordinating service
delivery to ensure seam-
less and accessible care
navigation.

“This JMC brings
to us the opportunity to
scale things up — from
reaching just a few million
students or learners who
can be benefit from YA-
KAP, we're targeting all 26
million learners including
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Korapsyon: Ang Magnanakaw na
Hindi Nakikita, Nounit Lahat ay
Binibiktima
By: Glen Obias-INTERN

Sa bawat pisong ninanakaw ng mga tiwal-
ing opisyal, isang batang hindi nakakapag-aral ang
nawawalan ng pag-asa. Sa bawat proyektong hindi natat-
apos dahil sa katiwalian, isang komunidad ang naiiwang

naghihintay. At sa bawat pangakong napapalitan ng pan-
sariling interes, mas lalong lumalalim ang sugat ng sam-

Ang korapsyon ay hindi lamang pagnanakaw
ng pera ng bayan. Ito ay pagnanakaw ng kinabukasan.
Ito ang dahilan kung bakit may mga ospital na kulang sa
kagamitan, mga paaralang sira ang silid-aralan, at mga
kalsadang madaling masira kahit bagong gawa. Ang pon-
do na dapat sana’y para sa kapakanan ng mamamayan
ay napupunta sa bulsa ng iilan.

Mas masakit pa rito ang unti-unting pagkawala
ng tiwala ng mamamayan sa pamahalaan. Kapag ang ka-
tiwalian ay nagiging pangkaraniwan at ang pananagutan
ay nawawala, nabubuo ang paniniwalang walang saysay
ang pagiging tapat. Ito ang pinakamapanganib na bunga
ng korapsyon—ang pagpatay sa pag-asang maaari pang
magkaroon ng tunay na pagbabago.

Ngunit ang laban sa korapsyon ay hindi lamang
tungkulin ng gobyerno. Responsibilidad din ito ng bawat
mamamayan. Ang pagtanggi sa panunuhol, ang matali-
nong pagboto, ang pagbabantay sa paggamit ng pondo
ng bayan, at ang paninindigan para sa katotohanan ay
mga hakbang upang unti-unting maputol ang siklo ng ka-

Ang Pilipinas ay hindi mahirap na bansa; pina-
hihirap ito ng korapsyon. Hangga’'t may mga taong inuuna
ang sariling kapakanan kaysa sa serbisyo publiko, ma-
nanatiling mabigat ang pasanin ng mamamayan. Pana-
hon nang wakasan ang kultura ng katiwalian at itaguyod
ang pamahalaang may integridad, pananagutan, at tunay
na malasakit sa bayan. Sapagkat ang bawat sentimong
ninanakaw ay katumbas ng pangarap na ipinagkakait sa

the teachers and
non-teaching staff as well
as their families. And be-
cause it's really a chal-
lenge to get people to ap-
preciate what this is, we're
hoping that the very visual
impact that we can see in
schools will make Filipino
families believe in the YA-
KAP program and also
want to take part in it.”,
said APCEO Ho.

Under the JMC,
YAKAP-SHP will be rolled
out across public and pri-
vate basic education
schools, Community
Learning Centers (CLCs),
Child Development Cen-
ters (CDCs), other Early
Childhood Care and De-
velopment (ECCD) cen-
ters/facilities, and Inclusive
Learning Resource Cen-
ters (ILRCs).

The program will
benefit basic education
personnel as well as stu-
dents across all learning
levels including early child-
hood learners, Alternative
Learning System (ALS)
enrollees such as out-of-
school children (OSC) and
out-of-school youth (OSY),
and children with special
needs or developmental
delays and disabilities
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identified through school

or ILRC-based health
screenings.

Through YA-
KAP-SHP, students,

school personnel, and out-
of-school youth will gain
direct access to essential
health services within their
schools and learning cen-
ters. These include YA-
KAP on-site clinic assign-
ment, routine health
screenings, access to out-
patient medicines and di-
agnostic tests, on-site spe-
cialist care for
developmental delays, and
dedicated care navigators
to guide families through
referrals and follow-up
care.

Parents, guard-
ians, and school communi-
ties are invited to join up-
coming school-based
orientation and empanel-
ment sessions. Families
can also assign or update
their chosen YAKAP Clinic
anytime through the Phil-
Health Member Portal.

For more infor-
mation on YAKAP benefits
and accredited partner
clinics, visit www.phil-
health.gov.ph or contact
the PhilHealth Action Cen-
ter at (02) 8662-2588.



