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Food Lane Project, ipinakilala sa 25 byahero ng truck ng DA-4A P 4

HPV-FREE WORKFORCE: Turning Awareness 
into Protection

PhilHealth Yaman ng Kalusugan 
Program (YAKAP) Caravan

	 The Local Health 

Insurance Oႈce (LHIO) 
Trece Martires City suc-

cessfully conducted the 

PhilHealth Yaman ng 

Kalusugan Program (YA-

KAP) Caravan in Baran-

gay 4, Indang, Cavite, on 
July 14, 2026. As part of 
the activity, the Rural 
Health Unit (RHU) of In-

dang, under the leader-

ship of Dra. Rosa Alegre, 

facilitated the First Patient 

Encounter (FPE), medical 
consultations, and the dis-

tribution of medicines. A 
total of 216 residents ben-

e¿ted from the caravan, 
gaining access to essen-

tial primary healthcare ser-
vices within their commu-

nity. The YAKAP Caravan 
underscores PhilHealth’s 

commitment to advancing 
Universal Health Care by 

bringing quality and ac-

cessible healthcare ser-

vices closer to Filipinos. 
Through strengthened 

partnerships with local 
government units and 
healthcare providers, Phil-
Health continues to pro-

mote healthier communi-

ties and improve access to 
essential health services 
nationwide.

The wait is over—
it’s time to shop 
BIG!

Catch the SM City Molino 3-Day Sale from July 31 to 
August 2 and score up to 70% OFF on great ¿nds from 
your favorite stores! � Shop more for a  chance to win a 
brand-new Suzuki Fronx GLX AT Hybrid! 🚗✨Don’t miss 
the biggest deals of the season!
#GalaToTheMax

Held today, July 20, 2026, at the Function Hall of the Socio-Economic Building, the 
“HPV-FREE WORKFORCE: Turning Awareness into Protection” program provided 
free Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination to female employees of the city govern-

ment as part of the city’s commitment to promoting preventive healthcare and protect-
ing the well-being of its workforce. Present during the event were Mayor Jenny 
Austria-Barzaga, who personally administered HPV vaccine shots to selected recipi-
ents, Vice Mayor Third Barzaga, and the members of the Sangguniang Panlungsod. 
The activity was made possible through the collaboration of the City Government of 
Dasmariñas and the City Health Oႈce, headed by Dr. Mary Ann Barzaga, in strength-

ening awareness and encouraging protection against HPV through vaccination.
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CARD MRI Executives honored as Namumukod Tanging 
San Pableños 2026

Dr. Edzel A. Ramos (left), President of CARD-MRI Development Institute (CMDI) 

Inc., was honored as Namumukod Tanging San Pableño for Transformative Ed-

ucation, and Frederick Nicasio M. Torres (right), Chair of Mga Likha ni Inay and 

Executive Vice President of CARD Indogrosir, was recognized as Namumukod 

Tanging San Pableño for Social Entrepreneurship.

	 Two executives 
of CARD Mutually Rein-
forcing Institutions (CARD 
MRI), Dr. Edzel A. Ramos 
and Mr. Frederick Nicasio 
M. Torres, were recog-
nized during the Gawad 
Ng Namumukod Tanging 
San Pableño 2026 held at 
the San Pablo City Con-
vention Center on May 7 
for their leadership and 
contributions to commu-
nity development through 
the institutions they serve.
	 The award hon-
ors individuals from San 
Pablo City whose service 
and leadership have made 
meaningful contributions 
to community develop-
ment. It also recognizes 
those who serve as lead-
ers in their respective 
¿elds through their advo-
cacy and achievements. 

Transformative 
Education
	 Dr. Edzel A. Ra-
mos, President of CARD-
MRI Development Institute 
(CMDI) Inc., the learning 
and training institute of 
CARD MRI that oႇers 
tertiary education, senior 
high school programs, 
and capacity-building pro-
grams, was recognized 
as Namumukod Tanging 
San Pableño for Trans-
formative Education. This 
category recognizes indi-
viduals who promote qual-
ity and accessible educa-
tion through meaningful 
programs, initiatives, and 
partnerships.
	 Dr. Ramos is one 
of the key individuals be-

hind CMDI’s growth from a 
training unit established in 
2000 into an academic in-
stitution dedicated to pro-
viding quality education to 
socio-economically chal-
lenged families. He began 
his journey with CARD 
MRI in 1996 as a Techni-
cal Oႈcer of CARD, Inc. 
(A Micro¿nance NGO), 
where he worked close-
ly with communities and 
witnessed ¿rsthand the 
struggles of underserved 
families. These experienc-
es strengthened his com-
mitment to education and 
people development. 
	 As CARD MRI 
expanded its training ini-
tiatives, Dr. Ramos transi-
tioned into training and de-
velopment roles, focusing 
on empowering individuals 
through education. When 
CMDI formally became a 
training institution in 2005, 
he served as its Training 
Director. He helped lead 
programs that trained 
more than 300 employees 
to teach ¿nancial educa-
tion to students and com-
munity members. 
	 Since its formal 
establishment, CMDI has 
strengthened its commu-
nity-focused education 
and expanded its training 
programs. In 2013, the 
institution introduced the 
Micro¿nance Technolo-
gy NC II program under 
the Technical Education 
and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA) and 
later became an accredit-
ed assessment center for 
the course. In 2015, CMDI 
received approval from 

the Commission on High-
er Education (CHED) to 
operate as a tertiary edu-
cation institution. In 2024, 
Dr. Ramos became the 
school’s president, leading 
it to begin oႇering senior 
high school programs. 
	 Today, CMDI re-
mains committed to pro-
ducing competent and val-
ues-driven learners who 
contribute to community 
development and social 
transformation. It now 
has four campuses in San 
Pablo City and Bay, La-
guna; Tagum City, Davao 
del Norte; and Buenavista, 
Agusan del Norte, focus-
ing on providing practical 
and values-driven educa-
tion. 
	 “We have always 
believed that education is 
a powerful tool in shaping 
the future of the youth. I 
am truly honored and at 
the same time grateful to 
be part of CMDI’s journey,” 
said Dr. Ramos as he re-
Àected on CMDI’s growth 
in expanding its educa-
tional service and in his 
years of service in CARD 
MRI.
	 “This recognition 
inspires us to continue 
reaching more students, 
employees, and communi-
ties with limited access to 
quality education. We will 
continue creating learn-
ing opportunities, honing 
skills, and helping individ-
uals build a better future 
for themselves and their 
families,” he said. 

Social Entrepreneurship

	 The local gov-
ernment of San Pablo 
also recognized Mr. Fred-
erick Nicasio M. Torres 
as Namumukod Tanging 
San Pableño for Social 
Entrepreneurship. The 
award honors individuals 
who build enterprises that 
open livelihood opportuni-
ties and support inclusive 
growth within communi-
ties.
	 Torres currently 
leads diႇerent enterprise 
development and business 
support institutions under 
CARD MRI. He serves as 
Chairman of Mga Likha Ni 
Inay, CARD-Business De-
velopment Services Foun-
dation Inc. (CARD-BDS-
FI), and CARD Leasing 
and Finance Corporation 
(CARD LFC). He is also 
the Executive Vice Presi-
dent of CARD Indogrosir 
and Ottokonek.
	 B e f o r e h a n d , 
he started his career in 

CARD MRI as a manage-
ment trainee in its ¿nancial 
institutions, particularly 
at CARD, Inc. and CARD 
SME Bank, a thrift bank 
focused on providing ¿-
nancial services to small- 
and medium-sized entre-
preneurs. Over the years, 
he took on leadership po-
sitions, including deputy 
director for operations and 
regional director, and this 
deepened his understand-
ing of the challenges faced 
by marginalized sectors 
and the importance of 
creating opportunities for 
them to build and sustain 
their own businesses. 
	 In 2013, Torres 
helped establish CARD 
Leasing and Finance 
Corporation (CARD LFC) 
to further expand sup-
port services for clients 
through leasing, business 
assistance, and housing 
¿nance programs. 
	 Under his lead-
ership, CARD-BDSFI 
has helped bridge micro-
entrepreneur clients to 
the mainstream market 
by promoting local prod-
ucts and supporting their 
growth. This eႇort later 
paved the way for the es-
tablishment of Mga Likha 
Ni Inay (MLNI), which 
transforms locally sourced 
products from rural micro-
entrepreneurs into mar-
ketable, locally inspired 
goods.
	 M e a n w h i l e , 
CARD Indogrosir and 
Ottokonek, established 
in partnership with In-
donesia’s Salim Group, 
continue to strengthen 
community enterprises by 
wholesaling and retailing 
grocery goods at distribu-
tor prices. These also sup-
port clients and customers 
operating mobile stores, 
carts, and sari-sari stores 
in their communities. 

	 Through these 
institutions, Torres has 
helped CARD MRI in 
strengthening access to 
markets and support sys-
tems for microentrepre-
neurs, especially in rural 
and marginalized commu-
nities.
	 “This recognition 
is for the Nanays who we 
are able to uplift through 
our mission at CARD 
MRI. Entrepreneurship 
becomes most meaningful 
when it creates opportuni-
ty and hope for communi-
ties. When we empower 
microenterprises to thrive, 
we prove that businesses 
can be both sustainable 
and compassionate. Real 
progress happens when 
growth is shared, and 
when every success story 
opens doors for others to 
rise with us,” said Torres, 
reÀecting on how CARD 
MRI shaped his advocacy 
for inclusive enterprise de-
velopment.
Behind the Impact
	 At the core of Dr. 
Ramos and Torres’ lead-
ership in education and 
enterprise development is 
CARD MRI’s shared mis-
sion to uplift underserved 
communities and help 
eradicate poverty. 
	 Their recognition 
as Namumukod Tanging 
San Pableños reÀects the 
impact of their work in ed-
ucation and enterprise de-
velopment, as well as their 
commitment to building 
stronger, more inclusive 
communities. 
	 CARD MRI 
Founder and Chair Emer-
itus Dr. Jaime Aristotle B. 
Alip, CARD MRI Manag-
ing Director Aristeo A. De-
quito, and Senior Advisers 
Aniceta Alip, Dr. Lorenza 
dT. Bañez, and Dr. Do-
lores Torres also attended 
the recognition event. PR

SSS Chief lauds Visa, RCBC‑powered fare system rollout
	 Social Security 

System (SSS) President 
and Chief Executive Oႈ-

cer Robert Joseph M. de 
Claro tested the new cash-

less fare system on Mon-

day, 13 July 2026, at LRT-
2’s Legarda Station during 

the launch of the Automat-
ed Fare Collection System 

(AFCS), praising the roll-
out as a boost to commut-

er convenience.
	 Department of Fi-
nance (DOF) Secretary 
and Social Security Com-

mission (SSC) Chairper-
son Frederick D. Go also 
graced the launch. The 

AFCS, an initiative led by 
the Light Rail Transit Au-

thority (LRTA) and the De-

partment of Transportation 
(DOTr), aims to streamline 

fare payments, reduce reliance on cash, and provide commuters with a faster and 
more seamless travel experience.
	 The cashless fare system is powered by Visa and Rizal Commercial Banking 
Corp. (RCBC), an SSS partner bank for the MySSS Card. As part of RCBC’s PISO 
Fare Cashback Promo, holders of the MySSS Card powered by RCBC DiskarTech 
may enjoy the promo from July 13 to July 31 when using their card, allowing eligible 
cardholders to ride for as low as ₱1, subject to the promo's terms and conditions. PR

Training on 
Coconut-Coffee 
Farming System
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Hindi maikakaila na malaking Bahagi na ng 
ating buhay ang social media. Sa panahon ngayon 
na mabilis ang pag-unlad ng teknolohiya, ito ang nag-
sisilbing daan upang makipag-ugnayan sa pamilya at 
mga kaibigan, makapagbahagi ng saloobin, at maka-
sabay sa mga pinakabagong balita at pangyayari. Sa 
iisang pin  lamang, nagiging mas madali ang komi-
kasyon at pagbabahagi ng impormasyon. 

Ngunit sa kabila ng mga benepisyong dulot nito, 
isang tanong ang dapat nating pag-isipan: Talaga 
bang pinag-uugnay tayo ng social media, o unti-unti 
tayong pinaghihiwalay nito?

Sa halip na maging espasyo para sa maayos 
na talakayan, madalas itong nagiging lugar ng hindi 
pagkakaunawaan. Dahil sa magkakaibang paniniwa-
la at opinyon, nauuwi ang mga simpleng usapan sa 
pagtatalo, panghuhusga, at minsan pa nga ay pang-
babatikos. Sa halip na magbuklod, mas lalo nitong 
pinalalalim ang hidwaan sa pagitan ng mga tao. 

Hindi rin maikakaila na dahil sa social media, 
mas mabilis kumalat ang maling impormasyon. 
Maraming tao ang agad naniniwala at nagbabahagi 
ng mga balita nang hindi muna sinusuri kung ito ba 
ay totoo. Dahil dito, nagkakaroon ng kalituhan, mal-
ing pananaw, at hindi pagkakaunawaan na lalo pang 
naghahati sa mga tao.

Bukod dito, nagiging madali na rin ang pan-
ghusga sa kapwa. Isang post, komento, o opinyon 
lamang ang maaaring maging dahilan upang maka-
tanggap ang isang tao ng pambabatikos. Sa halip na 
magkaroon ng maayos na pag-uusap, mas pinipili ng 
ilan ang pang-aalipusta at pangungutya. Unti-unti ni-
tong nawawala ang kultura ng paggalang sa magka-
kaibang pananaw.

Gayunpaman, hindi dapat sisihin ang teknolo-
hiya sa bawat problemang nagaganap sa social 
media. Ang tunay na hamon ay kung paano natin 
ito ginagamit. Bilang mga responsableng netizen, 
dapat tayong maging mapanuri sa impormasyong 
ating ibinabahagi. Ang respeto at pag-unawa ay mas 
makapangyarihan kaysa sa galit at panghuhusga.

Hindi ang social media ang tunay na problema, 
kundi ang paraan ng paggamit natin dito. Kung gag-
amitin natin ito nang may paggalang, pananagutan, at 
bukas na isipan, maaari itong maging makapangyar-
ihang kasangkapan upang magkaisa ang mga tao. 
Ngunit kung paiiralin ang galit, maling impormasyon, 
at kawalan ng respeto, mananatili itong dahilan ng 
pagkakawatak-watak.

Ang social media ay isa lamang kasangkapan, 
nasa ating mga kamay kung gagamitin natin ito upa-
ng mag-ugnay ng mga tao o magpalalim ng pagkaka-
hati-hati ng lipunan. 
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	 It is with deep 
sorrow that we announce 
the passing of my beloved 
mother, who peacefully 
joined our Creator last July 
8, 2026.
	 Mommy Mai will 
always be remembered for 
her unwavering love, kind-
ness, generosity, and faith. 
She touched the lives of 
so many with her warm 
smile, compassionate 
heart, and selÀess spirit. 
Though our hearts are 
heavy with grief, we are 
grateful for the precious 
memories she shared with 
us.
	 Her love and leg-
acy will continue to live on 
in the hearts of everyone 
who had the privilege of 
knowing her.
	 Family and 
friends are warmly invited 
to join us in celebrating her 
life, oႇering prayers, and 

In Loving Memory of ‘Meila M. Mateo’

Wake: Santuario Divino Memorial Chapel 
101, Bacoor Cavite

Burial: July 15, 2026
“Loving memory from your dearest friend Marivic 

Soberano”

paying their ¿nal respects.
	 Your presence, 
prayers, and messages of 
comfort are deeply 
appreciated as our family 
goes through this diႈcult 

time. - with Matt Mateo and George Mateo. 

July 29-Aug. 04, 2026

	 DASMARIÑAS 
CITY, Cavite (PIA) — In-

cumbent local oႈcials 
who will run for the Das-

mariñas Special Elections 
for Cavite Fourth District 
Representative will not be 
considered resigned from 

their current posts, the 
Commission on Elections 

(COMELEC) has clari¿ed. 
	 Lawyer Mico 
Castro, Provincial Election 
Supervisor for COMELEC 
Cavite, in a statement, 
clari¿ed that elective oႈ-

cials may remain in their 

oႈce and will not be 
deemed resigned should 

they ¿le their Certi¿cate of 
Candidacy (COC) for the 
upcoming polls. 
	 “Elective oႈcials 
(like mayors) do not forfeit 
their seats. They can cam-

paign and remain in oႈce 
concurrently. So Mayor 

PhilHealth                    Yaman ng Kalusugan Program (YAKAP) 
Caravan
	 The Local Health 

Insurance Oႈce (LHIO) 
Trece Martires City suc-

cessfully conducted the 

PhilHealth Yaman ng 

Kalusugan Program (YA-

KAP) Caravan in Baran-

gay 4, Indang, Cavite, 
on July 14, 2026. As part 
of the activity, the Rural 
Health Unit (RHU) of In-

dang, under the leader-

ship of Dra. Rosa Alegre, 
facilitated the First Patient 

Encounter (FPE), medi-
cal consultations, and the 

distribution of medicines. 

A total of 216 residents 
bene¿ted from the cara-

van, gaining access to essential primary healthcare services within their community. 
The YAKAP Caravan underscores PhilHealth’s commitment to advancing Universal 
Health Care by bringing quality and accessible healthcare services closer to Filipinos. 
Through strengthened partnerships with local government units and healthcare pro-

viders, PhilHealth continues to promote healthier communities and improve access to 
essential health services nationwide.

	 TRECE MAR-

TIRES CITY, Cavite (PIA) 
— Cavite Province will 
soon integrate nutrition 

strategies in local disaster 

preparedness plans, high-

lighting that proper health 
and nutrition remain cru-

cial in crisis recovery.
	 To ensure proper 
public nutrition, especially 
during disasters and emer-

gencies, local Nutrition Ac-

tion Oႈcers in Cavite 
Province completed a 
three-day capacity-build-

ing activity focused on de-

livering essential interven-

tions.  

	 The National Nu-

trition Council (NNC) in 
CALABARZON led the 
Training on Nutrition in 
Emergencies and Informa-

tion Management from 

July 15 to 17. Held in part-
nership with the Cavite 
Provincial Nutrition Oႈce, 
the session gathered per-
sonnel from City and Mu-

nicipal Action Oႈcers and 
Coordinators, Barangay 
Nutrition Scholars, Nutri-
tion Oႈce staႇ, and local 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management Oႈces 
across the province. 
	 In a statement, 

the NNC CALABARZON 
emphasized the impor-
tance of ensuring proper 
nutrition as part of the four 
core pillars of DRRM: Di-
saster Prevention and Mit-

Cavite...
igation, Disaster Pre-

paredness, Disaster 
Response, and Disaster 
Rehabilitation and Recov-

ery. 

	 “By strengthen-

ing the capacities of local 
nutrition and disaster re-

sponse personnel, the 
training reinforced the 

province’s readiness to in-

tegrate nutrition into the 

four core thematic areas of 

DRRM.” 
	 The NNC also 
highlighted the vital role of 
local government units in 
allocating resources to 

guarantee that nutrition in-

terventions will continue 
even during emergencies. 
	 “Cavite LGUs are 
expected to develop their 
respective DRRM-H-NiE 
Plans and integrate them 

into their Local Nutrition 
Action Plans (LNAPs) and 
LDRRM Plans to facilitate 
the allocation of appropri-
ate resources and ensure 

the implementation of nu-

trition interventions during 
emergencies.”
	 According to the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), malnutrition, ill-
ness, and even death 
spike during emergencies. 
Without access to diverse 
and healthy diets, crises 

can severely disrupt 
breastfeeding and infant 

feeding practices that are 
crucial for child nutrition.

	 TRECE MAR-
TIRES CITY. Cavite (PIA) 
— Local farmers in the 
province of Cavite are 
bracing for extreme 
drought brought by the El 
Niño phenomenon.
	 Mario Rotairo, 
Senior Agriculturist at the 
Oႈce of the Provincial Ag-
riculturist, underscored ef-
forts in helping local farm-
ers maintain their 
productivity despite the 
extreme weather condi-
tions.
	 “Nandiyan na 
namimigay kami ng seeds, 
organic fertilizers, at ‘yung 
libreng pa-traktora para 
makatulong sa ating mga 
magsasaka.”
	 Despite being 
known as an industrial 
province, Rotairo lament-
ed that Cavite suႇered 
from the extremely dry 
season caused by the El 
Niño phenomenon which 
led to depleted water lev-
els for irrigation.
	 “Kung ikukumpa-
ra mo ‘yung El Niño noong 
nakaraang [taon] at ngay-
on, mas mainit ang pana-

hon ngayon na nakakaa-
pekto sa agrikultura ng 
probinsya. Nagkakaroon 
ng kakulangan ng tubig 
ang mga magsasaka.”
With low agricultural 
productivity, income is 
greatly affected. 
	 “Ang hamon ng 
El Niño ay nagpapababa 
nito ang ani at kita ng ating 
mga magsasaka. Kaya 
naman prayoridad ng 
OPAg ang pagtulong sa 
mga magsasaka lalo na sa 
panahong ganito at binibi-
gyan sila ng impormasyon 
para mapaghandaan ito.”
	 Rotairo added, 
“Nandyan ang pamimigay 
natin ng seeds, organic 
fertilizers at ‘yung libreng 
pa-traktora at binibigyan 
sila ng impormasyon para 
mapaghandaan ito.”
	 According to the 
Oႈce of Civil Defense 
CALABARZON, the El 
Niño phenomenon will 
likely persist until early 
2027, causing drier weath-
er conditions leading to 
droughts and dry spells.

Jenny [Barzaga] will not 
be deemed resigned if she 

¿les for candidacy.” 
	 Castro added 

that rules on succession 

will only take place should 
Barzaga win the race, 
where her son, Vice Mayor 
Third Barzaga, will be au-

tomatically declared as 

mayor. 

	 Last July 15, for-

mer Vice Mayor Rex Man-

gubat was the ¿rst to for-
mally ¿le his COC to 
signify his intent to run for 

the House of Representa-

tives post. 
	 The COMELEC 

declared a special election 
for the Cavite Fourth Dis-

trict following the expul-
sion of Francisco “Kiko” 
Barzaga from the lower 
house.

Cavite farmers ...

COMELEC...

PGC STRENGTHENS PERFORMANCE 
MANAGEMENT THROUGH ORIENTA-
TION ON REVISED SPSM GUIDLINES
	 In its continuing 
commitment to promote 
excellence, accountability, 
and results-driven public 
service, the Provincial 
Government of Cavite 
gathered department 
heads and administrative 
oႈcers for the Strategic 
Performance Manage-
ment System (SPMS): Re-
vised Guidelines and Im-
plementation orientation 
on July 21, 2026, at the 
2nd Floor Function Hall, 
New Provincial Govern-
ment Center in Trece Mar-
tires City.
	 Chief of Staႇ 
Ferdinand A. Belamide 
welcomed the participants 
and underscored the im-
portance of the Strategic 
Performance Manage-
ment System (SPMS) in 
strengthening organiza-
tional performance, foster-
ing professional growth, 
and cultivating a culture of 
continuous improvement 
in the Provincial Govern-
ment.
The orientation equipped 	
	 participants with 
a comprehensive under-
standing of the revised 

SPMS guidelines through 
a series of lectures deliv-
ered by members of the 
Provincial Government’s 
Performance Manage-
ment Team (PMT). Engr. 
EnP Lorna R. Leyran, 
Chair of the PMT Secre-
tariat, introduced the Stra-
tegic Performance Man-
agement System, followed 
by Niko R. Montenegro, 
who discussed the frame-
work and operational 
guidelines. Jasmin B. Ma-
gallanes presented the 
submission requirements 
and implementation time-
lines, while Angelica Joy 
A. Balanquit and Mark 
Lester A. Carada facilitat-
ed discussions on target 
setting, rating standards 
development, and accom-
plishments monitoring.
	 An open forum 
concluded the activity, al-
lowing participants to raise 
questions, clarify implemen-
tation concerns, and gain a 
deeper understanding of the 
revised policies to ensure 
consistent and eႇective ap-
plication of the SPMS 
across all Provincial Gov-
ernment oႈces. — OPIO

CAVITE SERVICE CARAVAN IN 
MUNICIPALITY OF TANZA

Today, July 23, the Tanza 
Convention Center was 
transformed into a hub of 

opportunities as Gover-
nor Abeng Remulla led 
the Cavite Service Cara-

van to the Municipality of 

Tanza to make the provin-

cial government’s ser-
vices accessible to 
Tanzeños.
Vice Governor Ram Re-

villa Bautista, 7th District 
Representative Ping 

Remulla, and Board 
Members Aldrin Anacan 
and Camille Del Rosario, 
also joined in the activity, 
emphasizing the PGC’s 
commitment to prioritizing 
and elevating the welfare 
of the constituents.

The local oႈcials of Tan-

za, led by Mayor SM Ma-

tro, warmly welcomed the 
PGC team, partner agen-

cies, and service provid-

ers, expressing their ut-
most gratitude for their 

continuous support to 
their people.

In addition, 20 ambulance 

and 10 bokyo were turned 
over to the local govern-

ment unit of Tanza.
The Cavite Service Cara-

van is a one-stop shop 
that bridges the gap be-

tween provincial govern-

ment services and the lo-

cal communities in the 

province, ensuring that 
the health care, legal aid, 

employment opportuni-
ties and other services 
are delivered straight to 
the doorstep of the peo-

ple of Cavite.

MCDONALD’S RECRUITMENT 
ACTIVITY OPENS EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES TO CAVITEÑO

	 The Oႈce of the 
Provincial Public Employ-

ment Service Manager (OP-

PESM) successfully facili-
tated the McDonald’s 
Recruitment Activity on July 
16, at the New Provincial 
Government Center, Trece 
Martires City, providing em-

ployment opportunities to 
Caviteños.
	 A total of 41 job-
seekers participated in the 
recruitment activity, where 
they underwent screening 
and interviews for various 
positions oႇered by McDon-
ald’s. The one-stop recruit-
ment process enabled qual-
i¿ed applicants to complete 
the initial hiring require-
ments in a convenient and 

accessible venue.
Demonstrating the success of 
the initiative, all 41 applicants 
were hired on the spot 
(HOTS), allowing them to im-
mediately proceed with the 
next steps toward employ-
ment.
	 The recruitment ac-
tivity is part of the Provincial 
Government of Cavite’s con-
tinuing eႇorts to strengthen 
employment facilitation ser-
vices by partnering with pri-
vate companies to connect 
jobseekers with available ca-
reer opportunities. Through 
initiatives such as this, the 
OPPESM continues to make 
employment services more 
accessible while contributing 
to workforce development 
and local economic growth. 
— OPIO

SP HOLDS PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED ORDINANCE 
STRENGTHENING ANTI-HIRING MEASURES IN CAVITE
	 In a move to rein-
force the Province of 
Cavite’s commitment to 
protecting students and 
promoting safe education-
al environments, the 
Sangguniang Panlalaw-
igan conducted a public 
hearing on Proposed Ordi-
nance No. 092-2026, 
which seeks to strengthen 
the implementation of Re-
public Act No. 11053 or the 
Anti-Hazing Act of 2018, 
on July 21, 2026, at the 
Conference Room of the 
Sangguniang Panlalaw-
igan.
	 Authored by 4th 
District Board Member 
Nickanor N. Austria, Jr. 
and co-authored by 1st 
District Board Member 
Juan Ysmael R. Gandia 
and 2nd District Board 
Member Alde-Joselito F. 

Pagulayan, the proposed 
ordinance aims to estab-
lish stronger preventive 
measures, monitoring 
mechanisms, and local 
coordination among edu-
cational institutions, local 
government units, and 
covered organizations to 
curb hazing incidents in 
the province.
	 The public hear-
ing was presided over by 
BM Alde-Joselito F. Pagu-
layan, who underscored 
the signi¿cance of the ini-
tiative in strengthening 
youth protection and pub-
lic safety.
	 “This is the ¿rst 
step in the right direction,” 
BM Pagulayan said, em-
phasizing the importance 
of collaboration among 
government agencies, ed-
ucational institutions, and 

organizations in prevent-
ing hazing and protecting 
the welfare of students.
	 One of the high-
lights of the hearing was 
the presentation by the 
Cavite Provincial Investi-
gation and Eႇective Man-
agement Unit of the Phil-
ippine National Police 
(PNP) Cavite, which pro-
vided participants with 
data and updates on fra-
ternity-related incidents 
in the province. The dis-
cussion of the proposed 
ordinance was facilitated 
by Provincial Board Sec-
retary Michelle F. Alcid, 
allowing stakeholders to 
share their insights and 
recommendations to fur-
ther enhance the mea-
sure.
	 The public hear-
ing was attended by rep-

resentatives from the De-
partment of the Interior 
and Local Government 
(DILG)-Cavite, Depart-
ment of Education 
(DepEd)-Cavite, Associa-
tion of Private Schools in 
Cavite, State Universities 
and Colleges, Oႈce of the 
Provincial Information Oႈ-
cer, Oႈce of the Provincial 
Legal Oႈcer, Sangguni-
ang Panlungsod/Bayan 
Committees on Peace and 
Public Safety, youth repre-
sentatives, and oႈcers of 
covered organizations 
across the province.
	 The activity re-
Àects the Provincial Gov-
ernment of Cavite’s con-
tinuing eႇorts to 
strengthen local policies 
that promote safer com-
munities, uphold the rule 
of law, and protect the 
rights and welfare of the 
youth through proactive 
governance and multi-sec-
toral collaboration.  — 
OPIO
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Tapang, Pagkakaisa at Pagmamahal
Araw ng Imus, hindi lang ito pormal na holi-

day o isang araw na walang pasok, ginugunita natin 
ang labanan sa Imus noon 1896 yung araw na nana-
lo si Heneral Aguinaldo at ang mga katipunero dito sa 
ating bayan mismo, isipin mo sa mga kalyeng nilala-
karan natin ngayon, dumaan din ang mga bayaning 
lumaban para sa Kalayaan natin. Pero teka ano nga 
ba ang ibig sabihin nun para sa atin ngayon? Ang 
Imus day ay paalala sa tapang, pagkakaisa at pag-
mamahal sa sariling bayan. Tapang ng ating ninuno 
ang humarap sa mga kanyon ng walang dalang ar-
mas, ngayon, ibang laban na, harapin ang baha pag 
umuulan ,tapang na maghihintay sa trapiko nang 
hindi nawawalan ng pasensiya at tapang pumili ng 
tama kahit alam nating mahirap. Pagkakaisa, nanalo 
sila nuon dahil sa sama-sama mahirap man o maya-
man. Sana ganun din tayo sa mga kapwa natin mag-
kakaisa sa bawat tao na nakapaligid sa atin mahirap 
o mayaman tulungan at walang diskraminasyon. 
pagmamahal sa bayan habang dumarami na ang 
istablisimento sana wag natin kalimutan kung sino 
tayo. yung mga kwentong pagiging kabitenyo natin. 
Para sa mga Kabataan, kayo na ang mga bagong 
katipunero pero ang armas ay ballpen, cellphone at 
pangarap. Ang laban niyo ay para sa mga eskwelah-
an at maayos, malinis na imus at mas maliwanag na 
kinabukasan. Para sa mga namumuno, Nawa hindi 
lang tayo palaro at pa Fiesta, gawin din natin may la-
man ang selebrasyon tulong, proyekto at malasakit 
na ramdam ng tao. Kasi sa totoo lang ang taong na 
hindi nakakalimut kung saan siya nang galing, hindi 
siya maliligaw kung saan siya pumunta. Mabuhay 
tayong mga Imuseno . 

Happy Imus Day ! .
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Training on Coconut-
Coffee Farming System

	 Bilang bahagi ng 
pagsusulong ng coco-

nut-coႇee farming system, 
pinalakas ng DA-ATI CAL-

ABARZON ang kaalaman 
at kakayahan ng tatlum-

pung (30) magniniyog 
mula sa Bayan ng Silang, 
Cavite sa pamamagitan 
ng ikatlong batch ng Train-

ing on Coconut-Coႇee 
Farming System na 

isinagawa noong Hulyo 
22–24, 2026, sa Shamba-

la Bar and Restaurant, Sil-
ang, Cavite.
	 Sa loob ng tat-

long araw, pinalawak ng 
mga kalahok ang kanilang 
kaalaman sa coconut-cof-
fee farming system sa 

pamamagitan ng mga tal-
akayan tungkol sa coႇee 
propagation, pagtatatag at 
pamamahala ng coႇee 

nursery, pamamahala sa 
mga peste at sakit, at ta-

mang pagsasagawa ng 
coconut-coႇee intercrop-

ping. Bahagi rin ng pagsa-

sanay ang hands-on 

demonstration sa Uyang 

Eddie’s Farm, kung saan 
aktwal nilang isinabuhay 
ang mga natutuhang kon-

septo at teknolohiya sa sit-
wasyon sa bukid.
	 Bilang pagkilala 
sa pagsisikap ng mga ka-

lahok, nagbigay ng men-

sahe si Dr. Rolando V. 
Maningas, RAgr, Center 
Director ng DA-ATI CALA-

BARZON. Hinikayat niya 
ang mga nagtapos na is-

abuhay at ibahagi ang 

kanilang mga natutuhan 
upang higit pang mapaun-

lad ang kanilang kabu-

hayan at makatulong sa 

pagpapalakas ng industri-
ya ng niyog at kape sa 
kanilang komunidad. Nag-
paabot din ng suporta si 
Bb. Shirley L. Villela, RAgr, 
mula sa Oႈce of the Mu-
nicipal Agriculturist ng Sil-
ang, Cavite, at hinikayat 
ang mga kalahok na patu-
loy na isabuhay ang mga 
teknolohiyang kanilang 
natutuhan.
	 Ang pagsasanay 
ay isinagawa ng DA-ATI 
CALABARZON sa ilalim 
ng Coconut Farmers and 
Industry Development 
Plan (CFIDP), katuwang 
ang Oႈce of the Municipal 
Agriculturist ng, Cavite, 
bilang bahagi ng patuloy 
na pagsusulong ng mas 
produktibo, matatag, at 
maunlad na kabuhayan 
para sa mga magniniyog.

Pangangalap ng Language Profile at Wordlist sa Wikang Átta
	 Isinagawa ng 
Komisyon sa Wikang Fil-
ipino (KWF) ang pangan-

galap ng language pro¿le 
at wordlist sa wikang Átta 
sa bayan ng Pudtol, lalaw-

igan ng Apayao nitóng 
9–10 Hunyo 2026 sa Ba-

rangay Cabatacan, Pud-

tol, Apayao bílang bahagi 
ng proyektong Balidasyon 
ng mga Wika ng Pilipinas.
	 P inangunahan 

nina Bb. Dannielle T. Lag-

gui at Bb. Rona Geneva P. 
Alcantara, mga manana-

liksik ng KWF, ang pan-

gangalap ng datos. Nag-

ing posible ang gawaing 
ito sa suporta ng Pamaha-

laang Bayan ng Pudtol sa 
pangunguna ni Punong-
bayan Edmar D. Pascua, 
JD, katuwang ang mga 
kawani ng Pambansang 
Komisyon sa mga Ka-

tutubong Mamamayan 

(NCIP), Luna Community 
Service Center, at ang ko-

munidad ng mga Átta.
	 Layunin ng pan-

gangalap na makabuo 
ng mas komprehensi-
bong talâ ng kalagayan 
ng wikang Átta, kabílang 
ang mahahalagang im-

pormasyong pangwika na 

magsisilbing batayan sa 

mga susunod na hakbang 
para sa dokumentasyon, 
pananaliksik, at pangan-

galaga sa wika.
	 Kinikilala ang 
wikang Átta bílang isa 
sa pitóng (7) malubhang 
nanganganib na wika sa 
Pilipinas. Batay sa datos 

ng Philippine Statistics 
Authority (PSA) noong 
2020 na sinuri ng KWF, 
tinatayang nása 97 sam-

bahayan na lámang sa 

bayan ng Pudtol at Luna 

sa lalawigan ng Apayao 
at bayan ng Gattaran sa 
Cagayan ang gumagamit 

nitó bílang pangunahing 

wika sa tahanan.
	 Ayon sa Unit-
ed Nations Educational, 
Scienti¿c, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO 
2023), nanganganib ang 
isang wika kapag unti-un-

ti na itong hindi ginagamit 

ng mga nagsasalita nitó, 
nagiging limitado ang pag-

gamit nitó sa iba’t ibang 
larang ng komunikasyon, 
at hindi na ito naipapása 
ng nakatatandang hen-

erasyon sa mga naka-

babatang henerasyon. 

Maaari din itong impluwen-

siya ng mga panlabas na 
puwersang pangkultura, 
pang-ekonomiya, panreli-
hiyon, o pang-edukasyon. 
Bukod dito, nakaaapekto 
rin ang negatibong pa-

nanaw ng isang indibidwal 
o komunidad sa paggamit 
ng kanilang sariling wika.
	 Sa pamamagi-
tan ng patúloy na doku-

mentasyon at balidasyon 

ng mga nanganganib na 

wika, pinalalakas ng KWF 
ang mga hakbang para sa 
pangangalaga, pagpapa-

sigla, at pagpapatúloy ng 
mayamang pamana ng 
mga katutubong wika sa 
bansa para sa susunod na 
mga salinlahi. PR

	 Sumailalim sa 

isang oryentasyon ukol sa 
Food Lane Project (FLP) 
ng Department of Agricul-
ture IV-CALABARZON 
(DA-4A) Agribusiness and 
Marketing Assistance Divi-
sion (AMAD) ang 25 biya-

hero mula sa 11 trucking 
services sa rehiyon noong 
ika-16 ng Hulyo sa Lipa 
City, Batangas.
	 Ito ay bahagi ng 

proseso ng pagiging 
akreditado ng mga truck 
sa FLP na nagdadala ng 

mga produktong agrikul-
tural mula sa mga prody-

user hanggang sa mga lu-

gar na may mataas na 

Food...
pangangailangan lalo na 
sa mga siyudad.

	 Sa tulong ng FLP 

ay hindi na kinakailangan 
pang mapabilang ng mga 
akreditadong sasakyan sa 
truck ban, mga check-

point, at iba pa– alinsunod 
sa mga polisiya ng Metro-

politan Manila Develop-

ment Authority (MMDA). 
Magkakaroon din sila ng 
maayos na ruta at dagdag 

na tulong sa paghahatid 
ng mga produkto.
	 Layon ng aktibi-
dad na palakasin ang ka-

kayahan ng mga byahero 
upang masiguro ang mabi-
lis na pagdadala ng mga 

sariwa at ligtas na produk-
to sa merkado. Katuwang 
dito ng Kagawaran ang 
Department of Interior and 
Local Government (DILG), 
Philippine National Police 
(PNP), at MMDA.
	 Ayon kay AMAD 
OIC-Chief Justine Vivas, 
pangunahing ipinaaalam 
sa oryentasyon ay ang 
mga dapat at hindi dapat 
gawin bilang mga re-
sponsableng byahero 
upang maiwasan ang 
post- harvest losses. Dag-
dag pa nito ang tulong ng 
FLP sa pagbibigay ng li-
breng toll fee para sa mga 
akreditadong truck ser-
vices. PR

The Province of Laguna 
proudly hosted its ¿rst-ev-
er MSME Summit 2026, a 
landmark gathering that 
brought together entrepre-
neurs, government lead-
ers, and industry stake-
holders to champion 
resilience, innovation, and 
ethical business practices. 
Held at the Provincial Cap-
itol Complex in Sta. Cruz, 
Laguna, the summit car-
ried the theme “Resilient 
MSMEs: Driving Innova-
tion and Upholding Busi-
ness Ethics.”
	 The summit 
opened with powerful 
words from Assistant Sec-
retary Dominic R. Tolenti-
no Jr. of the Department of 
Trade and Industry who 
delivered a special mes-
sage underscoring nation-

al support for MSMEs. His 
remarks reinforced the 
government’s dedication 
to empowering entrepre-
neurs through programs 
that strengthen competi-
tiveness and sustainabili-
ty.
	 The summit was 
graced by notable ¿gures 
from both the public and 
private sectors:
	 Ms. Cynthia R. 
Mamon, President of the 
Laguna Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and 
Chief Operating Oႈcer of 
Enchanted Kingdom, lent 
her voice to the impor-
tance of collaboration be-
tween enterprises and in-
stitutions.
	 Ms. Marcel Ara-
gones-Perez of the LTCA-
TO Planning Department 

contributed insights on 
strategic planning for 
MSME growth.
	 Red C. Alano, 
representing DOT 4A, 
stood in for Regional Di-
rector Marites T. Castro of 
DOT CALABARZON, af-
¿rming the tourism sec-
tor’s support for MSMEs 
as vital partners in region-
al development.
	 A highlight of the 
summit was the promotion 
of the “Likhang Laguna 
Seal of Quality,” a symbol 
of excellence and authen-
ticity for local products. 
This initiative aims to ele-
vate Laguna-made goods 
to national and global rec-
ognition, ensuring that 
MSMEs gain both credibil-
ity and market advantage.
Beyond speeches, the 

summit featured exhibits, 
networking opportunities, 
and knowledge-sharing 
sessions. MSMEs show-
cased their products and 
services, while experts 
provided guidance on in-
novation, digitalization, 
and ethical practices. The 
event served as a dynamic 
platform for entrepreneurs 
to connect, learn, and en-
vision a stronger future.
The Laguna MSME Sum-
mit 2026 marks the begin-
ning of a tradition that will 
continue to empower en-
terprises across the prov-
ince. By fostering resil-
ience and innovation, 
Laguna positions itself as 
a hub for ethical and sus-
tainable business, ensur-
ing that MSMEs remain at 
the heart of economic 
progress.

CAVITE SERVICE CARAVAN REACHES TANZA, DELIVERS
VITAL SERVICES AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE VEHICLE
The Provincial Govern-
ment of Cavite continued 
its commitment to bringing 
accessible and responsive 
public services closer to 
communities as the Cavite 
Service Caravan success-
fully rolled out its ¿fth leg 
on July 23, 2026, at the 
Tanza Convention Center 
in the Municipality of Tan-
za.
	 Led by Governor 
Abeng Remulla, the ser-
vice caravan further 
strengthened the provin-
cial government’s commit-
ment to inclusive and peo-
ple-centered governance 
by delivering a wide range 
of frontline services direct-
ly to Caviteños.
	 A highlight of the 
activity was the ceremoni-
al turnover of 20 ambu-
lances and 10 Bokyo to 
the Municipality of Tanza. 
The additional emergency 
response vehicles are ex-
pected to enhance the mu-
nicipality’s capability to 
deliver faster medical and 
disaster response ser-
vices, reinforcing the pro-
vincial government’s con-
tinuing support for 

strengthening local emer-
gency preparedness and 
public safety.
	 The one-stop 
caravan brought together 
provincial government of-
¿ces, national government 
agencies, and partner or-
ganizations to provide a 
comprehensive array of 
programs and assistance 
designed to address the 
immediate needs of resi-
dents, particularly those 
with limited access to es-
sential government ser-
vices.
	 Among the key 
services oႇered were free 
medical consultations, 
dental and oral health 
care, laboratory services 
including electrocardio-
gram (ECG) and fasting 
blood sugar tests, phar-
macy assistance, Àuoride 
varnish application for chil-
dren, and emergency 
medical support to ensure 
prompt response to 
health-related concerns.
Employment and liveli-
hood opportunities were 
likewise highlighted 
through job matching ac-
tivities, career coaching 

sessions, and assistance 
from participating agen-
cies such as TESDA, PSA, 
DTI, SSS, NBI, OWWA, 
BIR, PNP, and the Land 
Bank of the Philippines. 
Entrepreneurship devel-
opment, cooperative as-
sistance, and the promo-
tion of locally made 
products through a trade 
fair also formed part of the 
caravan.
	 The activity also 
extended agricultural sup-
port services, including the 
distribution of vegetable 
seeds and seedlings, edu-
cational materials, and 
technical assistance for 
farmers and ¿sherfolk to 
help strengthen local food 
production and sustain-
able livelihoods.
	 Residents also 
bene¿ted from various so-
cial services, including so-
cial welfare assistance, 
family planning counsel-
ing, legal aid, and special-
ized support for persons 
with disabilities. Veterinary 
services such as free an-
ti-rabies vaccination, de-
worming, and pet consul-
tations were likewise 
made available.

	 To further pro-
mote digital inclusion, the 
caravan featured digital 
literacy programs, internet 
connectivity services, and 
information booths that 
raised awareness of vari-
ous government programs 
and services.
	 Joining Governor 
Remulla during the ¿fth leg 
of the Cavite Service Car-
avan were 7th District 
Representative Ping 
Remulla, Vice Governor 
Ram Revilla Bautista and 
7th District Board Mem-
bers Camille Del Rosario 
and Aldrin Anacan. They 
were warmly welcomed by 
Tanza oႈcials led by May-
or SM Matro, and mem-
bers of the Sangguniang 
Bayan.
	 As the Cavite 
Service Caravan contin-
ues its province-wide roll-
out, the Provincial Govern-
ment of Cavite remains 
steadfast in its mission to 
make government ser-
vices more accessible, ef-
¿cient, and responsive 
while strengthening local 
government capabilities 
through strategic assis-
tance and resource sup-
port, ensuring that every 
Caviteño has greater ac-
cess to quality public ser-
vices closer to home. — 
OPIO

DOT welcomes direct Delta LAX to MNL 
flights in 2027

The Department of Tour-
ism (DOT) welcomes Del-
ta Air Lines’ announce-
ment of a new nonstop 
service between Los An-
geles and Manila, begin-
ning in March 2027 and 
expanding to daily Àights 
by June.
	 “More Àights and 
more choices are good for 
travelers. Greater compe-
tition can help make air 
travel more accessible 
and aႇordable for Filipi-
nos,” said Department of 
Tourism Secretary Dita 
Angara-Mathay
	 According to the 
tourism chief, “the goal is 
to grow the overall mar-
ket”.
	 “We want our air-
lines to grow and succeed. 
At the same time, we wel-
come more airlines and 
more routes because a 
bigger market bene¿ts ev-

eryone—travelers, air-
lines, airports, tourism en-
terprises, and the 
economy,” she added.
	 According to 
E-travel data, as of July 
18, 2026, the United 
States remains the Philip-
pines’ leading source mar-
ket, with 707,394 recorded 
visitor arrivals.
	 The launch will 
also mark Delta as the 
only U.S. carrier to oper-
ate nonstop Àights be-
tween the two cities. Be-
yond tourism and business 
exchanges, the new route 
is expected to make 
homecomings easier for 
overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) and the Filipi-
no-American community, 
while also opening anoth-
er gateway for American 
travelers to explore the 
Philippines.
	 “For many Filipi-

no-Americans, coming to 
the Philippines is more 
than a vacation. It is a jour-
ney home. The DOT will 
continue working with in-
ternational and Philippine 
carriers to expand connec-
tivity, open new markets, 
and make it easier for 
more people to experience 
the Philippines,” said the 
tourism chief.
	 The DOT is also 
working to curate travel 
experiences for balikbay-
ans and second- and 
third-generation Filipi-
no-Americans seeking to 
reconnect with their heri-
tage.
	 “We look forward 
to working with our airline 
partners to continue ex-
panding access to the 
Philippines and making 
travel more seamless for 
everyone.” By DOT

Medical Mission in Brgy. 
Acacia, Silang
	 The Provincial 
Government of Cavite, 
through its dedicated 
team from the Oႈce of the 
Provincial Governor, in 
partnership with the Oႈce 
of the Provincial Health 
Oႈcer, conducted a medi-
cal mission on July 15, in 
Brgy. Acacia, Silang, pro-
viding essential health-
care services to 640 resi-
dents.
	 Healthcare pro-
fessionals from General 
Emilio Aguinaldo Memori      
al Hospital (GEAMH) ren-
dered free medical con-
sultations, while fasting 
blood sugar testing and 
ECG procedures were 

also made available to 
bene¿ciaries. To further 
support their health needs, 
the Medical Mission Team 
distributed free prescribed 
medicines and multivita-
mins to patients.
	 Fifth District 
Board Members Aidel Be-
lamide and Ivee Jayne 
Reyes were present 
during the activity and ex-
pressed their support for 
initiatives that bring acces-
sible healthcare services 
closer to the community.
	 The activity forms 
part of the provincial gov-
ernment’s continuing com-
mitment to provide quality 
healthcare services and 
promote the well-being of 
Caviteños. —OPIO
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SMC clears 116K tons of silt,                       waste  from San Juan River 
in maintenance cleanup

At Barangay Doña Imelda, Quezon City

	 San Miguel Cor-

poration (SMC) is close to 
completing maintenance 
cleanup along the San 
Juan River, removing over 
116,000 metric tons of 

waste and silt over the last 
10 months to help improve 
water Àow and reduce 
Àood risk in San Juan, 
Manila, Mandaluyong and 

Quezon Cities.
	 This follows 
SMC’s cleanup of the 
river from 2022 to 2024, 
clearing the waterway of 
about 322,000 metric tons 

of silt and waste through 
7.6 kilometers of its entire 
stretch.

	 SMC’s cleanup 
teams returned in Sep-

tember after monitor-

ing showed a buildup of 
waste in the river travers-

ing Mandaluyong, Manila 

and San Juan Cities. To 

date, 116,157 metric tons 
of waste and silt have 
been removed along 6.1 

km of its waterway — from 
the Pasig River junction 
to Talayan, Quezon City 
— reÀecting SMC’s com-

mitment to preserving the 
gains of its river rehabilita-

tion eႇort.
	 “Regular mainte-

nance clean-ups are a key 
component of our Better 
Rivers PH initiative. Even 
if we have restored rivers 
to their natural depth, Àow, 
and water-carrying capac-

ity, improper waste dispos-

al can aggravate silt build-

up,” said SMC Chairman 
and CEO Ramon S. Ang.
	 “At no cost to 
government and in co-

ordination with local au-

thorities, we will continue 
to monitor and ensure 

that these waterways are 
cleared of obstructions so 

they can carry Àoodwa-

ters eႈciently, especially 
during the rainy season,” 
he added.

	 The maintenance 

cleanup of the San Juan 
River forms part of SMC’s 
continuing support for the 
government’s Àood mit-
igation drive, including 
the Department of Pub-

lic Works and Highways’ 

(DPWH) Oplan Kontra 
Baha which was launched 
by President Ferdinand R. 
Marcos, Jr. last year.

	 In line with that, 
Better Rivers PH launched 
its ¿rst cleanup eႇort in 

the Visayas last month, 

deploying dredging teams 
tasked to remove waste 
and silt from a four-kilo-

meter section of the Bu-

tuanon River in Mandaue 
City, Cebu that has re-

stricted water Àow to the 
Mactan Channel.

	 M a i n t e n a n c e 

cleanup operations con-

tinue along Tullahan River, 
removing 177,384 metric 
tons of debris along a 6.4-

km stretch; the Bulacan 
River System, clearing 
it of 723,393 metric tons 
of waste and silt through 
13.38 km; and Laguna riv-

ers, where 107,192 metric 
tons have been cleared 
from 2 km of waterways.
	 Meanwhile, re-

habilitation work remains 
in the Parañaque, Las 
Piñas, Alabang, Tabang, 
and Tanza river systems, 
with the overall progress 
of the river cleanup initia-

tive reaching 201.27 km of 
river channels and 9.3 mil-
lion metric tons of waste 
and silt removed over the 
last six years. PR

	 Enchanted King-

dom, the ¿rst and only 
world-class theme park 
in the Philippines, is set 
to make the entire month 
magical as it announces 

the spectacular lineup of 
enchanting gifts from its 

iconic Storyverse charac-

ter, Eldar the Wizard, in 
celebration of his birthday 

this July.

	 Kicking oႇ its 
Love Saribuhay campaign 
this quarter, EK is show-

ering guests with magical 
treats both inside and out-

side the Park as it counts 
down to Eldar’s Birthday 
Bash on July 25 at the 
Spaceport Grounds. The 
highly anticipated celebra-

tion, which coincides with 
the soft opening of the 
Park over 30 years ago, 
will feature enchanting 
parades, shows, games, 
appearances, giveaways, 
and other surprises per-
fect for guests of all ages.

	 Eldar the Wiz-

ard has been the heart of 

EK’s vibrant Storyverse 
and has brought magic, 

wisdom, and inspiration 
to generations of Filipi-
nos for the past three de-

cades. He embodies EK’s 

core values and inspires 
everyone to embrace love 
of God, respect, loyalty, in-

tegrity, and innovation.
	 Ahead of his 
grand birthday celebra-

tion, the beloved wizard 
is currently extending the 
magic and fun of the fes-

tivities beyond the park 
through Eldar’s Birthday 
Bash Community Out-
reach Program. As part of 
this initiative, Eldar heads 
to selected foundations 

and orphanages in Laguna 
to share enchanting treats, 

special performances, and 
memorable experiences 
with the bene¿ciaries.
	 EK will launch 
its newest seasonal show 
featuring all of the Sto-

ryverse characters in a 
surprise dance party, as 
they give back to Eldar 
the magic and joy he has 

shared with the kingdom 
and the Filipino people 
over the years.

	 Guests can also 
savor his special food se-

lections, including the fam-

ily feast bundle of Eldar’s 

Meal exclusively oႇered at 
Amazon Grill and Launch-

Time restaurants. Alter-
natively, everyone can try 
the meal’s chicken inasal, 
which is available for solo 
orders at Snaptooth Snack 
Station, Parkside, and 
Diggers Treat. Tropical 
Coolers’ standout drink, 
Eldar’s Purple Brew, will 
also remain available as 
a refreshing grab-and-go 

treat to enjoy while explor-
ing the Park.
	 EK has also in-

troduced its latest addition 

to its lineup of Eldar mer-
chandise, adding every-

day items such as pillows, 

purses, and bags in a vari-
ety of kinds and styles.
	 Meanwhile, the 
photo outlet in Rialto 4D 
and Eldar’s Photo Hub in 

Victoria Park have rolled 
out its new Face Recogni-
tion feature, allowing park-

goers to easily access all 

their photos in one place.
In-park tenant partners 
are also taking part in 
the festivities, with Dairy 
Queen becoming the ¿rst 
to announce its oႇerings, 
including the exclusive in-
park Eldar’s Hat Dilly Bar 
and the Purple Yam Bliz-

zard as the Blizzard of the 
Month.

	 As the ultimate 
gift for Eldar’s big day, EK 

is bringing back its regu-

lar park hours of 11AM to 
8PM every Friday to Sun-

day until August 30, before 
shifting to Thursdays to 

Sundays starting Septem-

ber 1.

	 Everyone can 
grab the chance to visit 
the Park on July 24 to 26 
through Eldar’s Birthday 
Bundle, which includes 
one (1) Regular Day Pass, 
a mixture of free treats 
from various in-park re-

tail and food outlets, and 

participation in seasonal 
in-park activities, all for 
Php 1,400 only. Plus, it 
oႇers reserved seating 
to Eldar’s Birthday Bash, 
exclusively guests visiting 

on July 25. Promo is avail-
able for walk-in purchase 
or through the EK Online 

Store until July 26 only.

For more information and 

updates on Eldar’s Birth-

day Bash and EK’s other 

events and oႇerings, visit 
https://www.enchanted-
kingdom.ph and EK’s oႈ-
cial social media accounts 
@enchantedkingdom.ph 
for Facebook and TikTok, 
and @ek_philippines for 
Instagram.

Enchanted Kingdom unveils a month filled 
with magic for Eldar the Wizard's birthday

Warm up this rainy sea-

son with bold Àavors 
and comforting bowls 

at Rainbowl Fiesta, now 

serving at SM Market-

mall Dasmariñas. En-

joy hearty and Àavorful 
meals that are perfect 

for rainy-day cravings, 

all in one convenient 

dining destination.

Marugame Udon Brings 
New Limited-Time Tori 

Tartar to SM City Tanza

Marugame Udon at SM City Tanza is serving up a new 
limited-time treat with the launch of its Tori Tartar—
crispy, golden chicken topped with rich, tangy tartar 
sauce, served with your choice of freshly made udon or 
steamed rice. Complete your meal with the soft and Àuႇy 
Maru-Donuts, available for a limited time from July 9 to 
September 9, 2026. Visit Marugame Udon at the Ground 
Level of SM City Tanza and enjoy these delicious new 
oႇerings while they last.

Choose My Laksa 
at SM City Trece 
Martires

	 Why choose Mylaksa? Beacause they don’t 

compromise on Àavor, portion, or value
When the cravings hit, MyLaksa delivers exactly what 
you need:
	 Authentic Flavors that pack a punch.
Satisfying meals  that actually ¿ll you up.
Great Value that keeps your wallet happy.
	 Stop by today and treat yourself to the ultimate 
comfort food lineup at SM City Trece Martires!
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	 The Department 
of Trade and Industry 
(DTI)–Quezon Provincial 
Oႈce, through the Coco-
nut Farmers and Industry 
Development Plan 
(CFIDP), successfully 
conducted the Coconut 
Business Opportunity and 
Strategic Marketing Mind-
setting Seminar-Work-
shop on June 25, 2026, in 
Brgy. Isabang, Tayabas 
City.
	 The activity gath-
ered ¿fty-four (54) partici-
pants composed of repre-
sentatives from coconut 
farmers’ federations, orga-
nizations, associations, 
cooperatives, and coco-
nut-based MSMEs, pri-
marily from the 3rd and 4th 
Districts of Quezon Prov-
ince.
	 The seminar 
aimed to enhance the par-
ticipants’ entrepreneurial 
mindset and provide prac-
tical insights on coconut 
business opportunities, 
strategic marketing, and 
sustainable enterprise de-
velopment.
	 Provincial Direc-
tor Julieta L. Tadiosa, 
CESO IV, delivered the 
welcome remarks and em-
phasized DTI’s commit-
ment to empowering coco-
nut farmers and 

coconut-based enterpris-
es through capacity-build-
ing initiatives and mar-
ket-driven interventions 
under the CFIDP.
	 Mr. Paulo Tibig 
served as the resource 
person and shared valu-
able insights on business 
development, strategic 
marketing, and entrepre-
neurial mindset transfor-
mation. Through interac-
tive discussions and 
practical examples, partic-
ipants gained knowledge 
on identifying market op-
portunities, strengthening 
their enterprises, and im-
proving the competitive-
ness of coconut-based 
products.
	 The activity forms 
part of DTI Quezon’s con-
tinuing eႇorts to support 
the growth and sustain-
ability of the coconut in-
dustry by equipping stake-
holders with the knowledge 
and skills necessary to 
thrive in a dynamic busi-
ness environment.
	 Through initia-
tives such as this, DTI 
Quezon remains commit-
ted to advancing the goals 
of the CFIDP and empow-
ering coconut farmers and 
enterprises toward a more 
resilient, innovative, and 
prosperous coconut indus-
try.

2026 NUTRITION MONTH CELE-
BRATION TAKES CENTER STAGE 
DURING THE BACOOR CITY 

FLAG-RAISING CEREMONY

	 20 July 2026 | 
Bacoor City, Cavite — The 
2026 Nutrition Month cele-
bration took center stage 
in the City Government of 
Bacoor, led by Honorable 
Mayor Strike B. Revilla, 
during its Àag-raising cere-
mony, as the City Social 
Welfare and Development 
Oႈce (CSWDO), City Nu-
trition Oႈce, and NNC 
CALABARZON brought 
altogether this year’s cam-

paign closer to local gov-
ernment oႈcials and em-
ployees. 
	 As part of the 
program, the NNC CALA-
BARZON, through Nutri-
tion Oႈcer II Provincial 
Nutrition Focal Point for 
Cavite Ms. Samantha E. 
Bantilan, delivered the oႈ-
cial Nutrition Month mes-
sage, emphasizing the vi-
tal role of every sector in 
establishing whole-of-gov-

ernment and whole-of-so-
ciety approaches in ad-
vancing nutrition security 
and promoting sustainable 
food systems. She sum-
marized the speci¿c objec-
tives of the campaign 
through the following 
words: Inform, Inspire, Re-
vitalize, and Invest. She 
then explained how local 
food systems, also known 
as the “farm-to-plate” pro-
cess, contribute to the im-
proved nutritional out-
comes of every Filipino. 
Further, NO II PNFP Banti-
lan explained how envi-
ronmental degradation 
causes nutritional implica-
tions, especially among 
vulnerable groups. These 
implications include food 
insecurity, malnutrition 
prevalence, and declined 
nutrient content of crops, 
among others. Likewise, a 
focus on sustainable and 
resilient food systems and 
dietary practices is consid-
ered a way forward, as 
well as the support and in-
vestment in First 1,000 
days-related programs. 
	 She concluded 
her message by under-

scoring that nutrition 
should not be viewed as 
the responsibility of the 
health sector alone. Ac-
cording to her,  “Walang 
iisang tao o isang organi-
sasyon ang makapag-
tataguyod ng ating layun-
in, kaya amin kayong 
tinatawagan para sa pag-
aksyon at pagsiguro na 
ang mga masusustan-
syang pagkain ay na-
tatanggap hindi lamang 
natin, kundi ng ating mga 
kababayan sa susunod 
pang mga henerasyon.” 
	 In conclusion, the 
event served as a valuable 
opportunity to highlight nu-
trition as a shared priority 
across all levels of gover-
nance. Guided by this 
year’s theme, “Sa PPAN: 
Sama-sama sa Nutrisyong 
Sapat Para sa Lahat! Nu-
trisyon at Kalikasan, Ating 
Pangalagaan.” the cele-
bration reaႈrmed the col-
lective commitment of the 
national government and 
local stakeholders toward 
building healthier, more re-
silient, and well-nourished 
Filipino communities. 

ARANGKADA PROGRAM IN 
BRGY. SAN ROQUE, NAIC

	 Another leg of 
the Arangkada Program 
was held today, July 21, in 
San Roque, Municipality 
of Naic, extending ¿nan-
cial assistance to hard-
working drivers.
	 Vice Governor 
Ram Revilla Bautista, 8th 
District Board Member 
Jasmin Maligaya-Bautista, 
Vice Mayor Jacinta Remul-
la, and members of the 
Sangguniang Bayan 

joined the activity, reaႈrm-
ing their shared commit-
ment to supporting the 
welfare and livelihood of 
Cavite’s transportation 
sector. Through the Arang-
kada Program, the Provin-
cial Government of Cavite 
continues to provide 
meaningful assistance to 
hardworking drivers and 
bring responsive public 
service closer to commu-
nities.


