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491 residents beneÀt 
from Medical and 
Dental Mission in 
Carmona

BACOOR CITY 
AND BIOTEN 

ENERGYT 
SIGN

 AGRREMENT 
FOR USED 

COOKING OIL 
RECYCLING 
PROGRAM

Megaworld’s Q1 
reservation 

sales up 10% to 
almost P30B

IMUS CITY BRIGADA ESKWELA 2026

Nakibahagi kamakailan sa taunang Brigada Eskwela kasama sina City Mayor Alex L. Advincula kasama sina School 

Division Superintendent Lito Palomar, Assistant School Division Superintendent Glenda Catadman, at mga kon-

sehal ng lungsod bilang pakikiisa sa paghahanda ng ating mga paaralan para sa panibagong taon ng pag-aaral. 

Kasabay nito, nagkaloob din ang siyudad ng Imus ng 100 E-learning Interactive Display para sa mga Kindergarten 

teachers, at binigyang pagkilala ang mga nagwagi sa 2025 Regional Schools Press Conference, at pinangunahan 

ang ribbo cutting at blessing ng bagong conference hall

Pinangunahan ni Cong. Roy M. Loyola ang pagkakaisa at pagtutulungan ng mga school heads, guro, mga 
magulang, organisasyon, at iba pang katuwang sa komunidad para sa Brigada Eskwela 2026 sa bayan ng 
GMA, Cavite. Kasama sina BM Ivee Reyes, Councilor Ona Virata, Councilor G-ca Abueg, Former Councilor 

Mike Virata, at Former Councilor Al Abueg, gayundin ang The Fraternal Order of Eagles, Inc. – GMA Masaya-
hin Bayanihan Lady Eagles Club at GMA Masayahin Riders Eagles Club, sa pagsusulong ng temang “Bayani-

han sa Paaralan: Nagkakaisa para sa Kaayusan at Kaalaman.”

Dishes on screen

CARD MRI Hijos Tours partner head chef Procy 

Balasoto styling dishes on a film set.
	 From supplying food tours across the coun-
try to styling dishes for a ¿lm set, this is Procy B. Bal-
asoto, 53, from Sta. Cruz, Laguna. Cooking for her 
was once just a way to make ends meet. But today, 
it became her pathway to opportunities she never 
thought were within her reach.
First opportunity cont. on page 4

‘TUPAD 
MADE 

EASIER’: DOLE 
CALABARZON 

LAUNCHES 
TUPAS BIOS

BRIGADA ESKWELA 2026 SA GMA, CAVITE

	 Families search-
ing for a home today look 
beyond a beautifully de-
signed space—they also 
consider the people they will 
call kapitbahays and the 
kind of community they will 
become part of. It’s about 
¿nding a place where daily 
life feels warm, vibrant, and 
connected. At Westwind, fu-
ture homeowners can look 
forward to exactly that kind 
of experience, made even 
more meaningful by its loca-
tion within the already thriv-
ing and dynamic Lancaster 
New City community.

A Landmark That 
Testi¿es to Community 

Vibes
	 Serving as one of 
the condo community’s de-
¿ning features, Westwind’s 
entrance statement reÀects 
the kind of lifestyle residents 
can expect the moment 
they come home. More than 
just an architectural land-
mark, it has evolved into a 
welcoming hub where fami-
lies, neighbors, and visitors 
gather to share meaningful 
moments and community 
experiences.
	 Among these are 
GalingPinas’ signature 
events, such as the Kids 
and Family Fair and the 

Bida Hero Caravan. Most 
recently, the Westwind en-

trance statement also 

served as a venue for the 

celebration of Global As-

tronomy Month. Through 
events like these—orga-

nized by GalingPinas youth 
volunteers—the space 

comes alive with interaction, 
participation, and a strong 
sense of neighborhood spir-

it.
	 Even before fu-

ture residents move in, the 
area already radiates the 

energy and warmth of a 

well-established and vibrant 

community.

A Taste of Westwind’s 

Future

	 Children can often 
be seen enjoying activities 

alongside fellow residents, 
while parents and families 

spend quality time together 

in a relaxed and welcoming 

atmosphere. These mo-

ments bring to life the kind 
of everyday community liv-

ing that future homeowners 

can look forward to—where 
connections are nurtured 

not only within the home, 
but also in shared spaces 

A Taste of Community Living at Westwind Inside 
Lancaster New City

thoughtfully designed to 

bring people closer togeth-

er.

The Lancaster New City 
Factor

	 Being situated 
within an established mas-
ter-planned community 
gives Westwind a distinct 
advantage. Future residents 

won’t have to wait for a 
neighborhood to take shape 
around them—instead, they 
can immediately enjoy the 
vibrancy of an active, 
well-developed environ-
ment where lifestyle, acces-
sibility, and social connec-
tions already thrive.

A Statement in Its Own 

Right
	 The entrance 
statement itself has become 
a symbol of this lifestyle—a 
space that not only wel-
comes residents coming 
home, but also hosts mean-
ingful experiences that 
deepen a sense of belong-
ing. It reÀects how thought-
fully designed environments 

can encourage interaction 

and transform everyday liv-

ing into something more 

connected and enriching.
More than just a residential 
address, Westwind oႇers 
the opportunity to be part of 

a condo community that al-

ready feels vibrant, familiar, 
and genuinely welcoming.

NLEX and Pampanga Provincial Government 
bolster disaster preparedness

NLEX Corpo-
ration and the Provincial 
Government of Pampan-
ga have joined forces to 
strengthen the province’s 
disaster resilience as the 
rainy season approaches. 

Some 40 partic-
ipants from key provincial 
departments, including the 
Provincial Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Manage-
ment Oႈce, the Depart-
ment of Public Works and 
Highways, the Oႈce of 
the Provincial Agriculturist, 
and the Provincial Health 
Oႈce, attended a two-day 
Policy-Making on Disaster 
Management Workshop 
facilitated by the Philip-
pine Disaster Resilience 
Foundation (PDRF). The 

primary goal of the ses-
sion was to identify critical 
safety gaps and ensure 
that the province’s disas-
ter management proto-
cols are robust enough to 
protect residents during a 
disaster.

Workshop partic-
ipants posed for a photo 
with (L–R, front row) PDRF 
Center Director Arnel Cap-
ili, Pampanga PDRRM Of-
¿cer Janica Mikhail Yam-
bao, NLEX Government 
Relations Manager Kiko 
Dagohoy, and MPT South 
Stakeholder Engagement 
Assistant Manager Mhan-
ny Agusto.

Pampanga has 
demonstrated resilience 
through various natural 

events in its history, in-
cluding the 1990 earth-
quake and the 1991 Mt. 
Pinatubo eruption. As a 
rapidly growing economic 
hub, the province contin-
ues to strengthen its di-
saster preparedness and 
resilience eႇorts to help 
protect communities, sus-
tain economic activity, and 
support long-term growth.

" P a m p a n g a 
serves as one of the vi-
tal links between Metro 
Manila and Central and 
Northern Luzon. Through 
this initiative, we aim to 
help strengthen disaster 
preparedness and resil-
ience, ensuring the safety 

and well-being of commu-
nities while maintaining 
the reliability of this vital 
transport corridor that sup-
ports regional growth and 
connectivity," said NLEX 
President and GM Luis S. 
Reñon.

Second District 
Board Member Atty. Claire 
Lim emphasized that the 
priority remains the safety 

of her constituents and the 
protection of their homes. 
"In situations where the 
lives and livelihoods of 
Kapampangans are at 
stake, we welcome this 
help because even if we 
are resilient, we still need 
outside assistance," she 

said.
First District 

Board Member Cherry 
Manalo also expressed 
her gratitude for the col-
laboration and the dedica-
tion of the provincial staႇ. 
"We are grateful to NLEX 
and PDRF for helping up-
skill our frontliners. This 
workshop demonstrates 
our shared commitment 
to strengthening the prov-
ince’s disaster manage-
ment and ensuring we are 
better prepared to protect 
every Kapampangan," she 
noted.

By ensuring 
seamless coordination 
between the government 
and NLEX, the partnership 

aims to keep the prov-
ince’s main transit routes 
open for emergency ser-
vices and the delivery of 
basic goods.

PDRF Center 
Director Arnel Capili un-
derscored that a proactive 
mindset is key to saving 
lives, stating that true di-
saster management must 
strike a balance between 
immediate response and 
long-term climate change 
adaptation.

NLEX Corpora-
tion is a subsidiary of the 
Metro Paci¿c Tollways 
Corporation (MPTC), the 
toll road arm of the Metro 
Paci¿c Investments Cor-
poration (MPIC). PR
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InÁation is under control
how many pages of the Bible I read each day. All 

God cared about was me. He wanted to know me, and in 
order to do that I had to talk to him and tell him what I was 
feeling and what I needed. It was that simple. Armed with 
this revelation, I returned to church with a shift in perspec-
tive: I was no longer there to ful¿ll some obligatory duty 
put forth by Catholic leadership, but to be with God and 
feel his presence in a peaceful place. In this way, I was 
now in it for God, not some religious label. My mistake? 
I misconstrued religion for faith. I thought religion alone 
was enough and ignored a relationship with God as a re-
sult. Religion is meant to be a supplement to your faith; 
it is not meant to be a replacement. Religion, by de¿ni-
tion, brings together groups of people who share a set of 
beliefs in some higher power. Consequently, religion is 
inherently a collective experience you share with such a 
group. Faith, on the other hand, is an individualized ex-
perience, an exploration of a personal relationship with 
said higher power. Religion is thus incapable of giving you 
the intimacy required by faith. Instead, you must establish 
a personal relationship with your God — on your own. 
I ¿nd going to church and prayer to be ways in which I 
can strengthen my faith and relationship with God. May-
be you’re conventional too. Or maybe you go on hikes to 
appreciate nature or lock yourself in a pitch-black room to 
bask in the peace of silence and stillness. Whatever your 
modus operandi is, do it. The stipulations of a religion are 
not worth following if doing so harms your relationship 
with your God. Give yourself the freedom to pursue your 
relationship, your way. When you do, I promise you will 
be ¿lled with a deeper sense of faith and belief that goes 
beyond the teachings of any religion.

From Page 4
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First Agriculture and Fishery 
Provincial Forum Strengthens 

support for Cavite farmers 
and Fisherfolk

	 The Provincial 
Government of Cavite, 
through the Oႈce of the 
Provincial Agriculturist 
headed by Engr. Anna 
Pamela Nova-Cruz, suc-
cessfully conducted the 
1st Agriculture and Fishery 
Provincial Forum with the 
theme, “Sama-samang 
Paghabi ng Kabuhayan at 
Kaunlaran para sa Mag-
sasaka at Mangingisda 
ng Cavite,” on June 2, at 
the New Provincial Gov-
ernment Center in Trece 
Martires City.
	 The forum gath-
ered farmers, ¿sherfolk, 
agricultural stakeholders, 
and representatives from 
various government and 
¿nancial institutions to 
strengthen collaboration 
and provide information 
on programs and services 
aimed at improving the 
livelihood and productivity 
of Cavite’s agriculture and 
¿sheries sectors.
	 Present during 
the event were Governor 
Francisco Gabriel Remul-
la and 8th District Board 
Member Jasmin Maliga-
ya-Bautista, who both con-
veyed their messages of 
support and reaႈrmed the 
Provincial Government’s 
commitment to advancing 
the welfare of farmers and 
¿sherfolk. 		
	 They empha-
sized the importance of 
strengthening partner-
ships among government 
agencies, ¿nancial institu-
tions, and local communi-
ties to ensure sustainable 
agricultural and ¿sheries 
development in the prov-
ince.
	 One of the high-
lights of the forum was the 
presentation of various 
programs, projects, and 
services available to farm-
ers and ¿sherfolk from 

PGCECC Celebrates 23rd 
Anniversary

	 The Provincial 
Government of Cavite 
Employees and Commu-
nity Multipurpose Cooper-
ative (PGCECC) marked 
its 23rd Founding Anni-
versary on May 26, in 
their new oႈce at the Old 
Cavite Government Cen-
ter in Trece Martires City, 
bringing together oႈcers, 
members, and guests in a 
celebration of the cooper-
ative’s achievements and 
continued commitment to 
serving its members.
	 A highlight of the 
celebration was the bless-
ing of the cooperative’s 
new oႈce, symbolizing 
another milestone in PG-
CECC’s journey of growth 
and development. The 
blessing ceremony was 
attended by cooperative 
oႈcials, members, and 
invited guests who wit-
nessed the inauguration 
of the new facility, which 
is expected to further en-
hance the delivery of ser-
vices to its members.
	 Since its estab-
lishment, PGCECC has 
remained dedicated to 
promoting ¿nancial em-
powerment and providing 
accessible services and 
opportunities to its grow-
ing membership. Through 
various programs and ini-
tiatives, the cooperative 

continues to support the 
economic well-being of its 
members by promoting ¿-
nancial literacy and foster-
ing the values of respon-
sibility, cooperation, and 
mutual assistance.
	 As PGCECC cel-
ebrates its 23rd year, the 
cooperative looks forward 
to achieving greater mile-
stones and strengthening 
its role as a reliable part-
ner in improving the lives 
of its members for years to 
come. — OPIO

Today, June 04, 2026, the PGC's Arangkada Program makes its way to Maragondon, bringing compassion 
and the much-needed ¿nancial support to Caviteño tricycle and jeepney drivers. Governor Abeng Remulla 

and Vice Governor Ram Revilla Bautista lead the event, reaႈrming their commitment and dedication in 
uplifting the transportation sector across the province. With them are Mayor Lawrence "Umbe" Arca and 

the Sangguniang Bayan members of Maragondon.

Imus Hosts National Flag Day 
Rites, Opens 128th 

Independence Day Celebration

	 Government oႈ-
cials, educators, students, 
and members of the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines 
gathered at the Dambana 
ng Pambansang Watawat 
in Alapan, Imus City on 
May 28 to commemorate 
the National Flag Days 
and formally launch the 
nationwide observance of 
the 128th Anniversary of 
the Proclamation of Philip-
pine Independence.
	 Carrying the 
theme, “Kalayaan. Kina-
bukasan. Kasaysayan” 
the ceremony highlighted 
the enduring signi¿cance 
of the Philippine Àag as a 
symbol of unity, patriotism, 
and national identity.
	 Leading the 

event were Cavite Gover-
nor Francisco Gabriel D. 
Remulla, Imus City Mayor 
Alex L. Advincula, Senator 
Joseph Victor “JV” Ejerci-
to, Congressman Adrian 
Jay C. Advincula, DILG 
Secretary Juanito Victor 
C. Remulla, and Nation-
al Historical Commission 
of the Philippines Chair 
Regalado Trota Jose Jr., 
among other dignitaries.
	 The ceremo-
ny also featured cultural 
performances, messages 
from national and local 
leaders, and a wreath-lay-
ing activity, underscoring 
the province’s historic role 
in the country’s struggle 
for freedom. — OPIO

REP. KIKO BARZAGA EXPELLED 
FROM HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

	 MANILA, Phil-
ippines — The House of 
Representatives on Tues-
day voted to expel Cavite 
4th District Representative 
Kiko Barzaga, with 265 
lawmakers voting in favor 
of his removal, 14 voting 
against, and eight abstain-
ing.
	 Barzaga, the son 
of the late Elpidio Barzaga 
Jr., won the congressional 
seat in 2025, succeeding 
his father as representa-
tive of Cavite’s 4th District.
	 The expulsion 
comes after a series of 
disciplinary actions by the 
House, including two sep-
arate 60-day suspensions 
imposed in December 
2025 and February 2026 
over ¿ndings by the Com-

mittee on Ethics and Priv-
ileges related to alleged 
disorderly conduct and 
controversial social media 
posts.
	 Prior to the vote, 
Barzaga had publicly stat-
ed that he was unfazed 
by reports of a possible 
expulsion and maintained 
his criticism of the House 
leadership. 
The House has yet to re-
lease the full details of 
the resolution adopted by 
the chamber and the next 
steps regarding represen-
tation of Cavite’s 4th Dis-
trict following Barzaga’s 
expulsion.
Further details are expect-
ed as they become avail-
able.

	 To further wid-

en the reach of President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s 
Àagship Expanded Pam-

bansang Pabahay para 
sa Pilipino, or Expanded 
4PH Program, and help 
address the oversupply 

of available housing in-

ventory, Pag-IBIG Fund 
has raised its maximum 

housing loan amount per 

borrower to ₱10 million, 
providing middle-income 

and higher-earning Filipi-

no workers access to af-
fordable long-term home 

¿nancing, particularly in 
Metro Manila and other 
highly urbanized areas, 
top oႈcials announced on 
May 26.
	 The higher loan 
ceiling complements the 

program’s ongoing sub-

sidized 3% housing loan 
rate for quali¿ed buyers 
of socialized housing, 
enabling Pag-IBIG Fund 
to serve more members 

seeking homes beyond 
the socialized housing 
segment through aႇord-

able long-term ¿nancing.
	 DHSUD Secre-

tary Jose Ramon P. Alil-
ing, who also chairs the 
Pag-IBIG Fund Board 
of Trustees, said the in-

crease is part of the gov-

ernment’s broader eႇort 
to make homeownership 
more accessible to Filipi-

no workers across income 
segments.
	 “With the higher 
₱10-million loan ceiling, 
Pag-IBIG Fund can now 
serve more members, es-

pecially Filipino workers 
who seek homes in high-

er price segments but still 

require long-term and af-

fordable ¿nancing to own 
homes near their work-

places, schools and sourc-

es of livelihood. This move 
allows Pag-IBIG Fund to 
widen access to home 

¿nancing across more in-

come segments, in line 
with the directive of Pres-

ident Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr. to make decent and 
aႇordable housing more 
inclusive and accessible 

to more Filipino families,” 
Aliling said.
	 Aliling said the 
move also supports eႇorts 
to improve the take-up of 
available housing units, 
particularly in Metro Manila 
and other urban centers 

where there is an oversup-

ply of ready-for-occupan-

cy condominium units. He 
said the higher loan ceil-

ing, combined with Pag-
IBIG Fund’s long-term 
home ¿nancing, can make 
the purchase of these 

units more aႇordable for 
quali¿ed members.
	 “This is also our 
call to developers: let us 

make the numbers meet. 
Pag-IBIG Fund is expand-

ing the ¿nancing available 
to quali¿ed borrowers. We 
urge our developer-part-

ners to recalibrate their 

prices, oႇer reasonable 
packages and help bring 
their available units with-

in the reach of Pag-IBIG 
Fund members. When 
housing prices, borrower 
capacity and aႇordable 
¿nancing meet, more Fil-
ipino workers can ¿nally 
own homes of their own,” 
Aliling said.
	 Pag-IBIG Fund 

Chief Executive Oႈcer 
Marilene C. Acosta said 
the increase in loan ceiling 

reÀects Pag-IBIG Fund’s 
mandate to serve Filipino 

workers from all income 
segments.
	 “At Pag-IBIG 
Fund, our mandate is to 
serve all Filipino workers. 
This means serving ¿rst-
time homebuyers and 

members who need sub-

sidized support, as well 
as middle-income and 

higher-earning members 

who also need aႇordable 
long-term ¿nancing to buy 
homes for their families. 
Because of our strong ¿-

nancial position, we are 
able to oႇer a higher loan-

able amount while keeping 
our housing loan rates not 

only aႇordable, but among 
the lowest in the market. 
With the higher loan ceil-
ing, quali¿ed borrowers 
now have even better ac-

cess to home ¿nancing 
payable for up to 30 years, 
with interest rates that 

may go as low as 5.75% 
a year depending on their 

chosen ¿xing period. More 
importantly, this allows us 
to widen the reach of the 

Expanded 4PH Program 
so that more members, 
across more income seg-

ments, can gain access 
to decent and aႇordable 
homes, while eligible so-

cialized housing borrow-

ers continue to bene¿t 
from the 3% subsidized 
rate,” Acosta said.
	 Acosta said the 
broader Pag-IBIG Housing 
Loan Program is intended 

to make homeownership 
a practical alternative to 

renting for more Filipino 

workers, especially when 
available housing units 

are oႇered at prices that 
match members’ income 
and borrowing capacity.
	 “For many fam-

ilies, rent is already one 
of their biggest month-

ly expenses. Through 
Pag-IBIG Fund’s aႇord-

able housing loan terms, 
monthly amortizations for 
reasonably priced homes 

can be lower than rent in 

many urban areas. This is 
the value we want to give 

our members: instead of 

paying rent month after 

month, they can use their 
hard-earned income to 

pay for a home they can 

eventually call their own,” 
Acosta added.
	 Pag-IBIG Fund 
emphasized that the high-

er maximum loan amount 

remains subject to cred-

it evaluation, capaci-
ty-to-pay requirements, 
collateral appraisal and 

other housing loan guide-

lines to ensure that bor-

rowing remains respon-

sible and sustainable for 

members.
	 Oႈcials said 
the higher loan ceiling 

strengthens Pag-IBIG 
Fund’s role in bridging 
available housing supply 

to actual homebuyer ca-

pacity, while encouraging 
developers to oႇer homes 
at prices that better match 

the income and ¿nancing 
ability of Filipino workers. 
(PAGIBIG FUND)

participating agencies. 
Resource representa-
tives from the Agricultural 
Training Institure, Bureau 
of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources Region IV-A, 
Bureau of Plant Industry, 
Department of Agricul-
ture Region IV-A, Depart-
ment of Trade and Indus-
try-Cavite, Department of 
Labor and Employment 
- Cavite, Philippine Coco-
nut Authority, Land Bank 
of the Philippines – San 
Agustin Branch, Rural 
Bank of Angeles – Trece 
Branch, Oႈce of the Pro-
vincial Veterinarian, and 
the Oႈce of the Provin-
cial Agriculturist discussed 
their respective initiatives, 
technical assistance, ¿-
nancing opportunities, and 
support services designed 
to enhance agricultural 
productivity and livelihood 
opportunities.
	 Following the 
presentations, participants 
were given the opportuni-
ty to directly consult with 
representatives from the 
concerned agencies. The 
consultation session al-
lowed attendees to raise 
concerns, seek technical 
guidance, inquire about 
available assistance pro-
grams, and establish con-
nections with agencies 
that could support their 
agricultural and ¿sheries 
endeavors.
	 The forum served 
as a valuable platform for 
information sharing, col-
laboration, and stakehold-
er engagement, further 
reinforcing the Provincial 
Government of Cavite’s 
dedication to empowering 
farmers and ¿sherfolk and 
fostering inclusive growth 
and development within 
the province’s agriculture 
and ¿sheries sectors. — 
OPIO

ARANGKADA Program in Maragondon

NFPA, Philhealth Seal Deal 
to Advance RPRH, UHC

	 Pasig, 01 June 
2026 The United Nations 
Population Fund (UNF-
PA) in the Philippines, 
the UN’s sexual and re-
productive health agen-
cy, and the Philippine 
Health Insurance Corpo-
ration (PhilHealth) ink a 
partnership to improve 
maternal health, family 
planning, and access for 
millions of Filipino wom-
en and families. 
	 This major 
agreement comes right 
after PhilHealth expand-
ed its maternity bene¿t 
packages in April, which 
now covers the recom-
mended number of pre-
natal and postnatal 
check-ups and almost 
tripled the coverage for 
normal and cesarean 
births, showing a strong 
commitment to better 
health for women, ado-
lescents and indigent Fil-
ipinos. 
	 The agreement 
sets a long-term plan for 
both UNFPA and Phil-
Health combining their 
expertise to support the 
realization of Responsi-
ble Parenthood and Re-
productive Health law 
(RPRH), Universal 
Healthcare Coverage 
(UHC), and the Sustain-
able Development Goals 
2030, focusing on reduc-
ing maternal mortality, 
improving access to sex-
ual reproductive health, 
including family planning 
through smart invest-
ments and innovative 
solutions. 
	 “The PhilHealth 
is an indispensable part-
ner for making universal 
healthcare a reality in the 
country,” says Neus Ber-
nabeu, UNFPA Country 
Representative. 
	 “This partner-
ship is about expanding 
access to quality care, 
supporting healthier 
communities, and secur-
ing the lifelong wellbeing 
of every Filipino family. It 
is more than just reduc-
ing out-of-pocket costs, 
it’s for a life-saving 
cause,” she adds. 
	 Philhealth Presi-
dent and Chief Executive 

Oႈcer, Dr. Edwin M. 
Mercado, emphasizes 
the corporation’s dedica-

tion to making healthcare 
easier to access for ev-

ery Filipino, particularly 
those who need it most.
“Our ultimate goal is to 
remove costs and ¿nan-

cial barriers, within reach, 
for every Filipino,” Dr. 
Mercado states. 
	 “Through this 
partnership with UNFPA, 
and alongside our ex-

panded maternity bene-

¿ts, we are making 
healthcare more inclu-

sive so that ¿nancial 
hardship never stops a 

mother from getting prop-

er medical care.”
	 UNFPA Asia 
and the Paci¿c Regional 
Director, Aleksandar “Sa-

sha” Bodiroza, witnessed 
the signing ceremony 

and congratulated the 

Philippines for its land-

mark achievement, ac-

knowledging that it is a 
powerful example in the 

region of how working to-

gether can turn good pol-

icies into a life-saving re-

ality on the ground.
	 Under this re-

newed partnership, UNF-

PA and PhilHealth work 
together to ensure health 

policies actually reach 

patients and bene¿t com-

munities. The agencies 
will strengthen ties with 

healthcare providers and 

local government units 

(LGUs) to encourage ef-
fective and smart invest-

ment of local funds into 

sustainable health pro-

grams.
	 At the same 
time, the agencies are 
designing more aႇord-

able health packages to 
make maternal care eas-

ier to access, while inte-

grating family planning 

and counseling into train-

ing programs for health 

workers. This partnership 
is a major step forward in 

protecting the health, dig-

nity, and rights of Filipino 
women, moving the 
country toward a fairer 

future. PR

Pag-IBIG Fund raises housing loan limit to 10M to serve 
more Filipino workers

PhilHealth, IBP Seal Partnership to Strengthen Member Protection, 
Rights, and Access to Legal Support 

PASIG CITY - Philippine 
Health Insurance (Philhealth) and 
the Integrated Bar of the Philippines 
(IBP) have signed a two-year Memo-

randum of Agreement (MOA) aimed 
at strengthening member protection, 
promoting patient rights, and expand-

ing access to legal support for Filipi-

nos under the Universal Health Care 
(UHC) program.

PhilHealth President and 
Chief Executive Oႈcer, Dr. Edwin M. 
Mercado and IBP National President 
and Chairperson of the 27th Board of 
Governors, Atty. Allan G. Panolong led 
the signing ceremony held at the IBP 
Building in Pasig City.

The agreement establishes a 
framework for collaboration between 
PhilHealth and the country’s national 

organization of lawyers to improve sup-

port systems for PhilHealth members, 
particularly in addressing concerns 

related to healthcare bene¿ts, patient 
rights, and access to information.

Under the partnership, Phil-
Health and the IBP will work together 
to promote greater awareness of mem-

bers’ rights and entitlements under the 
UHC Act through joint information and 
education campaigns.

The two institutions will also 
collaborate on policy initiatives that 

seek to enhance patient welfare and 
improve the delivery of healthcare ser-

vices.
The agreement also covers 

collaboration in health law and policy 

development, capacity-building pro-

grams, continuing legal education for 
PhilHealth lawyers, and fraud preven-

cont. on page 4



				  

				  
6

EDITORYAL:

Published Weekly by: STRAIGHT NEWS

Publisher             : Maria Victoria  S. Soberano                

Editor-In-chief     : Dominador C. Soberano  

Marketing Manager  :  Kristina M. Soberano

Editorial Oႈce
STRAIGHT NEWS PUBLISHING is a English /Filipino is 

being regularly published every Wednesday of the 

week. at Blk. 5 Lot 69 Barcelona Ph. 2, Buhay Na 

Tubig, Imus, Cavite

Mobile No. -------- 09556586520 / 09164731260

TIN NO. ---------  237756418-000

Email ad: newsstraight172@gmail.com

	    soberanmavic@gmail.com

EDITORIAL BOARD

3
Safer cities

EARLY this month, the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government announced stricter implementation 
of the ban on alcohol and gambling in public areas under 
its Safer Cities program.

Interior Secretary Jonvic Remulla said the pro-
gram will initially be piloted in Metro Manila before expand-
ing to other major urban centers nationwide.

Acting on the DILG order, the Philippine National 
Police (PNP) reported that more than 48,000 violators were 
apprehended during the ¿rst three days of the program in 
Metro Manila.

Of this total, some 7,389 violators were ¿ned, 403 
were charged, while 15,584 were warned and released.

Drinking and smoking in public places were the 
most common violations with 7,300 apprehensions.

This was followed by individuals outside their 
homes without shirts, curfew violations involving minors, 
and videoke or karaoke beyond allowed hours.

According to PNP Chief Police General Jose 
Melencio Nartatez Jr.: “Let’s follow simple rules, avoid vi-
olations, and respect others. Small things are a big help in 
ensuring public order.”

But the Safer Cities project should be evaluat-
ed not only in terms of the number of people apprehended 
for various violations but also across several policy dimen-
sions: eႇectiveness, legality, governance, ¿scal sustain-
ability, and civil liberties.

First of all, what problems will the project hope to 
solve? Will it target street crime, drug-related oႇenses, ter-
ror threats, or urban disorder? Or maybe all of the above?

The project implementation should rely on evi-
dence such as crime data and urban risk mapping.

It should be aligned with clearly de¿ned and em-
pirically validated risks rather than broad, vague goals like 
“peace and order” without measurable targets.

Most Safer Cities programs in other countries 
involve such tools as expanded CCTV surveillance, in-
creased police visibility, ‘smart’ technologies as facial rec-
ognition, and community policing.

But these tools must be proven to reduce crime. 
Heavy reliance on surveillance, for instance, can produce 
a perception of safety without addressing root causes like 
poverty or weak prosecution systems.

The DILG must work closely with various local 
government units (LGUs), so implementation quality will 
vary. Do LGUs have the technical capacity to operate and 
maintain surveillance systems? Are accountability mecha-
nisms clearly de¿ned? After all, a structurally sound policy 
can still fail if local execution is weak.

We must also point out the legal and civil liber-
ties implications. The program should comply with the Data 
Privacy Act of 2012 and uphold civil liberties guaranteed by 
our fundamental law.

The DILG’s Safer Cities project should be consid-
ered positive if it is evidence-based, has clear accountabil-
ity mechanisms, and avoids over-reliance on surveillance 
as a substitute for systemic reform. However, it becomes 
problematic if it centralizes surveillance without oversight, 
burdens LGUs without capacity support, and prioritizes vis-
ibility over actual crime reduction.

What is important is to maintain the balance be-
tween public order and civil liberties at all times.
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	 A single mother of 
three, Procy had no steady 
source of income and was 
looking for ways to support 
her family. In 2013, Procy 
became a client of CARD 
MRI Rizal Bank, Inc., a mi-
cro¿nance-oriented rural 
bank under CARD MRI. 
Through business guid-
ance in their center meet-
ing and her ¿rst loan, she 
began a small charcoal 
and rice supply business. 
But even then, her passion 
for cooking was already 
simmering in her ways. 
She prepared home-
cooked dishes and placed 
them in front of their house 
to oႇer them to neighbors 
and passersby. To aug-
ment her earnings, she 
also became a reseller of 
personal care products.
But she didn't stop there. 
Procy also attended liveli-
hood seminars where she 
learned to make home-
made products that she 
sold personally. During 
weekly center meet-
ings, she would bring her 
cooked dishes and of-
fer them to fellow clients 
and their Account Oႈcer. 
Drawn by their good taste, 
her co-clients showed their 
support by consistently 
buying her products. After 
the meetings, she would 
continue selling house to 
house. 
She didn’t mind this rou-
tine. For her, as long as 
she was able to cook and 
sell her products, and as 
long as it sustained her 
family’s needs, everything 

was worth it.
A table of new possibilities
In 2023, the CARD MRI 
Hijos Tours oႇered a culi-
nary scholarship to micro-
¿nance clients. Because 
Procy’s cooking is known 
in their area, their Account 
Oႈcer referred her to Hi-
jos Tours. Without hesi-
tation, Procy seized the 
opportunity and enrolled in 
the program, completing 
her culinary studies within 
the same year.
This training opened doors 
she had never imagined. 
She began preparing 
food for Hijos Tours’ par-
ticipants during various 
activities and tours. With 
the guidance of a chef 
specialist, she was able 
to contribute to menu for-
mulation for the Kasadya 
Fine Dining food tour ex-
perience and served as a 
food stylist for food tours. 
Her role allowed her not 
only to cook but also to 
present Filipino dishes in 
ways that showcased their 
heritage and appeal.
More than enhancing her 
cooking skills, Procy felt 
a strong sense of commu-
nity. Through joining the 
tour company as a cook, 
she met people from dif-
ferent backgrounds, which 
helped her develop con¿-
dence, social skills, and 
adaptability. Interacting 
with diverse groups also 
deepened her apprecia-
tion for the wide variety of 
Filipino culture.
By the following year, she 
was appointed as Hijos 

Tours’ head chef partner in 
Laguna. The role enabled 
her to learn heritage reci-
pes from diႇerent regions 
in the country. Among her 
most memorable expe-
riences were learning to 
cook the dishes of other 
regions in the country and 
preparing meals for events 
serving more than a hun-
dred participants. Through 
her travels, she gained not 
only culinary knowledge 
but also a deeper under-
standing of simplicity and 
resilience in life.
Despite her growing ca-
reer, Procy remains deep-
ly committed to her role 
as a mother. She makes 
it a point to stay closely 
involved in her children’s 
studies and personal 
struggles, even when her 
work requires her to travel 
for tours.
Reaching the screen
This year, another shift 
in her journey occurred. 
After being busy during 
one of Hijos Tours’ events, 
she was tapped as a food 
stylist assistant for the 
¿lm production of Bente 
Productions, a multimedia 
company under CARD 
MRI. The ¿lm highlights 
the story of a blind cook, 
so it features food and cu-
linary culture, making the 
assistance of chefs and 
food stylists on set cru-
cial. The opportunity came 
as a surprise, but Procy 
accepted it with gratitude 
and excitement, carefully 
preparing and styling ev-
ery dish for the ¿lm set.

She admits that seeing her 
food featured on screen 
is something she never 
imagined for herself. “Ang 
laki po ng tuwa, sobrang 
galak na galak, kasi sy-
empre, bilang simpleng 
nanay, hindi ko akalain na 
aabot sa ganito ang ka-
kayahan ko at yung nilulu-
to ko,” she shared. “Hindi 
kayang presyohan ang 
saya.”
Procy plans to continue 
dedicating her time and 
skills to preparing food that 
promotes Filipino cultur-
al heritage. She remains 
committed to improving 
her craft and serving oth-
ers through her cooking.
To fellow cooks, Procy 
oႇers simple yet heartfelt 
advice: “Do not be afraid 
to try and discover new 
things and potentials.” For 
her, cooking is not only 
about following recipes but 
about embracing creativi-
ty, being open to learning, 
and ¿nding beauty even in 
the simplest dishes. 
From selling food in front 
of her home, Procy nev-
er thought that she would 
one day be styling dishes 
to be shown on screen. 
This experience reÀects 
how determination and a 
passion for one’s craft can 
open unexpected doors. 
When paired with com-
munity support, even the 
most modest beginnings 
can grow into a journey 
¿lled with meaningful op-
portunities. PR

DOE, PNOC Secure State-Pro-
cured 21,000 Metric Tons (MT) 
LiqueÀed Petroleum Gas (LPG)
	 The Department 
of Energy (DOE) and the 
Philippine National Oil 
Company (PNOC), under 
the directive of President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr., 
have secured 21,000 
metric tons of Lique¿ed 
Petroleum Gas (LPG) to 
reinforce the country’s fuel 
reserves and help ensure 

a stable supply for millions 

of Filipino households.
	 The shipment, 
consisting of refrigerat-

ed propane and butane 

sourced from the Unit-
ed States, arrived on 30 
May 2026 at the SPI Ter-
minal in Calaca, Batan-

gas. Procured under the 
DOE’s Emergency Ener-
gy Security Program, the 
cargo forms part of the 

government’s continuing 
eႇorts to strengthen ener-
gy security and safeguard 

consumers from potential 

supply disruptions amid 

ongoing volatility in global 

oil markets.
	 “What this gov-

ernment has accom-

plished reÀects President 

Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s 
clear directive to strength-

en the country's energy 
security and ensure that 

Filipinos have access to 

a stable and reliable fuel 

supply,” said Energy Sec-

retary Sharon S. Garin. 
“This shipment demon-

strates the government's 
commitment to staying 

ahead and protecting 

the welfare of our people 

through a secure and re-

silient energy sector.”
	 The successful 
arrival of the shipment 

highlights the govern-

ment’s proactive approach 
to maintaining adequate 

fuel reserves and ensur-

ing the continuous avail-

ability of LPG for house-

holds, communities, and 
businesses that rely on it 

for their daily needs. The 
DOE remains committed 
to implementing timely 

measures that will help 

protect the country from 

supply constraints and 

strengthen the nation’s 
overall energy resilience.

PGC Delivers Healthcare 
Services to the People of Naic
	 On May 26, the 
Provincial Government of 
Cavite, through its Medical 
and Dental Mission Team, 
participated in the Peo-
ple’s Caravan organized 
by the National Hous-
ing Authority (NHA) at 
Malainen Bago Integrated 
School, bringing essential 
healthcare services closer 
to the residents of Naic.
	 A total of 623 
Naiceños received med-
ical consultations from 
healthcare professionals 
from the General Emilio 
Aguinaldo Memorial Hos-
pital, Naic Rural Health 
Unit, Philippine Nation-
al Police, and Philippine 
Navy. In addition, 127 indi-
viduals underwent fasting 
blood sugar testing, while 
10 residents availed them-
selves of electrocardio-
gram (ECG) services for 
further health assessment 

and diagnosis.
	 The Oႈce of the 
Provincial Governor Team, 
under the supervision of 
Mr. Gerry Olaes, also dis-
tributed prescribed med-
icines and vitamin sup-
plements to help address 
the health needs of the 
patients.
	 Eighth District 
Board Member Jasmin 
Maligaya-Bautista, Naic 
Mayor Rommel Magbitang 
and Punong Barangay Lito 
Catibayan attended the 
caravan and expressed 
their appreciation for the 
services extended to their 
constituents.
	 The People’s 
Caravan oႇered a wide 
range of government ser-
vices, transforming the 
venue into a hub of hope, 
assistance, and opportu-
nities for the residents of 
Naic. — OPIO

LANDBANK waives fees for online gov’t payments
	 In response to 
ongoing global economic 

pressures, LANDBANK is 
waiving its fees on select 

online government pay-

ments, enabling Filipinos 
to transact with govern-

ment agencies more con-

veniently and at a lower 

cost.
	 From 01 June 
2026 to 31 December 
2026, LANDBANK will im-

plement zero fees on eligi-
ble person-to-government 

(P2G) transactions made 
via QRPh, as part of the 
Bank’s ongoing eႇorts to 
make everyday banking 
more aႇordable.
	 L A N D B A N K ’ s 
move also supports the 

National Government’s 
whole-of-government re-

sponse to rising costs and 

the global economic chal-

lenges, while expanding 
access to aႇordable ¿-

nancial services under the 

Uni¿ed Package for Live-

lihoods, Industry, Food, 
and Transport (UPLIFT) 
Program.
	 The fee waiv-

er covers transactions 

completed through three 

QRPh-enabled payment 
channels: (1) LANDBANK 
Link.BizPortal via QRPh 
option; (2) QRPh stand-

ees at participating gov-

ernment institutions; and 
(3) government agencies’ 
websites where LAND-

BANK Link.BizPortal via 
QRPh is selected as the 
payment mode.
	 Eligible pay-

ments include fees to 

participating government 

institutions — such as 

select national govern-

ment agencies (NGAs), 
government-owned and 

controlled corporations 

(GOCCs), local govern-

ment units (LGUs), wa-

ter districts, and state 

universities and colleges 

(SUCs) — supporting fast-
er and more convenient 

payments for police clear-

ance, real property taxes, 
business permits, apos-

tille certi¿cates, and other 
dues.
	 Payment chan-

nels other than QRPh, as 
well as charges imposed 

by merchants or other ser-

vice providers, if any, are 
not covered by the LAND-

BANK fee waiver and shall 
remain in eႇect
	 “LANDBANK’s 
zero convenience fees for 
online government pay-

ments provides conve-

nient access to essential 

public transactions at no 

additional cost. Transact-
ing with government agen-

cies online is now more 

aႇordable. This initiative is 
part of our continuous ef-

forts to bring government 

services closer to the peo-

ple,” said Finance Sec-

retary and LANDBANK 
Chair Frederick D. Go.
	 L A N D B A N K 
President and CEO Ly-

nette V. Ortiz said that 
the initiative aims to make 
government transactions 

more convenient and af-

fordable amid economic 

challenges, while promot-
ing greater digital banking 
adoption.
	 “LANDBANK is 
waiving fees for online 

government payments to 

make services more ac-

cessible, while bringing 
more Filipinos into the dig-

ital ¿nancial ecosystem. 
This supports our broader 
goal of advancing ¿nancial 
inclusion and delivering 

services that are more 

responsive to the needs 

of the public,” said LAND-

BANK President and CEO 
Ortiz. 
	 The rollout of 

Community health 
initiative brings free 

services to Silangueños
	 A total of 399 
residents of Brgy. Adlas, 
Silang bene¿ted from the 
Medical and Dental Mis-

sion spearheaded by the 

Provincial Government of 
Cavite on June 1, at the 
barangay covered court.
	 The outreach 
provided 301 medical 
consultations, 51 dental 
services, 12 ECG pro-

cedures, and 25 fasting 
blood sugar tests, deliv-

ering essential healthcare 

services to the community. 
The activity was conduct-
ed by medical profession-

als from GEAMH and Car-
SiGMA District Hospital, 
with assistance from ba-

rangay health workers.
	 The event was 
graced and supported by 

5th District Board Mem-

ber Ivee Jayne Reyes and 
Punong Barangay Joeli-
to A. Generoso, together 
with other local oႈcials, 
underscoring strong col-

laboration between local 

leaders and health part-

ners in bringing accessible 

healthcare services to res-

idents of Silang. — OPIO

SSS begins early June 
rollout of 2026 pension 

hike, citing need for early 
relief for pensioners

	 QUEZON CITY, 
June 2, 2026 – The Social 
Security System (SSS) to-

day begins the early rollout 

of the second tranche of the 

Pension Reform Program 
(PRP) to 4.1 million pen-

sioners, advancing the orig-

inally scheduled September 
pension increase to provide 

SSS pensioners with earlier 
¿nancial relief.
	 Finance Secretary 
and Social Security Com-

mission (SSC) Chair Fred-

erick D. Go and SSS Presi-
dent and Chief Executive 
Oႈcer Robert Joseph M. de 
Claro said the agency is re-

leasing approximately ₱6 
billion in additional pension 

bene¿ts from June to Au-

gust 2026 to help pension-

ers cope with inÀationary 
pressures and higher ener-

gy costs.
	 “We are releasing 
the second tranche of pen-

sion increases ahead of 

schedule to support millions 

of pensioners and their fam-

ilies, helping them meet 
their daily needs and enjoy 

greater ¿nancial security 
sooner,” Go said.
 	 “With the early im-

plementation, we hope to 
provide timely relief to our 

pensioners and their fami-

lies as they continue to face 

every day ¿nancial chal-
lenges,” de Claro said.
He explained that SSS pen-

sioners as of May 31, 2026, 
will be eligible to receive the 

pension hike beginning 
June 1, 2026, while those 
whose contingencies fall 

between June 1 and August 
31, 2026, will receive their 
increased pension starting 

September 1, 2026.
	 Under the second 
tranche of the PRP, retire-

ment and disability pension-

ers will receive a 10% in-

crease in their monthly 

pensions, while death and 
survivor pensioners will re-

ceive a 5% increase.
	 “We recognize 
that rising prices and eco-

nomic uncertainty continue 

to place pressure on Filipino 

families and businesses,” 
de Claro added. 		
“Through the PRP, SSS en-

sures that our pensioners 

have access to timely, af-
fordable and reliable ¿nan-

cial support when they need 

it most.”
	 The PRP is the 
¿rst-ever multi-year pension 
increase in SSS history. Un-

der the program, pension-

ers will receive annual in-

creases in their pensions 

every September from 2025 
to 2027. PR

free government payment services complements LAND-

BANK’s eႇorts to lower transaction costs, including the 
recent reduction of InstaPay transfer fees from ₱15 to 
₱8, eႇective 21 May 2026.
As the country’s leading government bank, LANDBANK 
continues to drive a more inclusive and cash-lite econo-

my by making digital transactions simpler, more accessi-
ble, and more aႇordable for all. (LANDBANK)

TUPAD... FROM PAGE 01

	 Making TUPAD 
implementation faster, 
easier, and more eႈ-

cient for both implement-

ers and bene¿ciaries, 
the Department of Labor 
and Employment (DOLE) 
CALABARZON oႈcially 
launched the TUPAD Bio-

metrics Integrated Online 
System (TUPAD BIOS) on 
June 2, 2026, at the DOLE 
IV-A Regional Oႈce Train-

ing Center in Calamba 
City, Laguna.
	 Developed as 
a major innovation initia-

tive of DOLE CALABAR-

ZON, the TUPAD BIOS 
is designed to streamline 

and modernize the imple-

mentation of the Tulong 
Panghanapbuhay sa Ating 
Disadvantaged (TUPAD) 
Workers program through 
a centralized and automat-
ed platform for bene¿ciary 
veri¿cation, attendance 
monitoring, and records 
management. By utilizing 
biometric technology, the 
system minimizes manual 
paperwork, reduces en-

coding errors, strengthens 
monitoring mechanisms, 
eliminates duplication, and 
facilitates more eႈcient 
program administration 

across the region.
	 The launch ac-

tivity featured an overview 

of the system, the unveil-
ing of the oႈcial TUPAD 
BIOS logo, and an actual 
rollout demonstration in-

volving TUPAD bene¿cia-

ries. During the demon-

stration, bene¿ciaries 
experienced ¿rsthand the 
convenience and eႈcien-

cy of the biometric-based 

platform, which enables 
faster validation, issuance 
of TUPAD IDs, and more 
organized recording of at-
tendance and bene¿ciary 
information.
	 B e n e f i c i a r i e s 
who participated in the 

rollout welcomed the 

new system, noting its 
speed, ease of use, and 
reduced documentary re-

quirements. One of the 
bene¿ciaries, Aileen Geli 
of Cabuyao City, Laguna, 
expressed appreciation for 

the platform's eႈciency, 
sharing that the registra-

tion and validation process 

was completed quickly 
and seamlessly. “Napak-

abilis po ng proseso. Na-

kapag-register po kami 
agad at lumabas kaagad 
ang impormasyon namin 

sa system,” she remarked, 
highlighting how the inno-

vation simpli¿es participa-

tion in the program.
	 In his message, 
Regional Director Atty. 
Erwin N. Aquino empha-

sized that the launch of 
TUPAD BIOS marks an-

other important step in the 

continuous transformation 

of public service delivery 

in DOLE CALABARZON. 
He underscored that the 
system strengthens bene-

¿ciary validation, improves 
monitoring mechanisms, 
minimizes duplication, and 
enhances program integ-

rity, ensuring that govern-

ment assistance reaches 

the rightful bene¿ciaries 
eႈciently and with ac-

countability. Through in-

novations such as TUPAD 
BIOS, the agency contin-

ues to advance a more 

modernized and data-driv-

en implementation of em-

ployment programs across 

the region.
	 Assistant Re-

gional Director Nicanor 
V. Bon, meanwhile, high-

lighted that the initiative 

reÀects DOLE CALABAR-

ZON's continuing com-

mitment to innovation, 
accountability, and excel-
lence in public service. 
He noted that while digital 
transformation is an evolv-

ing journey, the TUPAD 
BIOS brings the agency 
closer to a more stream-

lined, transparent, and 
eႈcient implementation 
of the program, ultimately 
improving service delivery 

for workers and communi-
ties.
The launch of the TUPAD 
BIOS marks another mile-

stone in DOLE CALABAR-

ZON's eႇorts to make 
government services more 

accessible, responsive, 
and citizen-centered. The 
initiative also aligns with 

the directive of newly ap-

pointed Labor Secretary, 
Francis N. Tolentino to 
continuously improve the 

delivery of government 

services through innova-

tion, eႈciency, and re-

sponsive programs that di-

rectly bene¿t workers and 
their communities. PR
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491.. FROM PAGE 01

	 A total of 491 res-

idents of Brgy. Poblacion 9 
(Maduya), City of Carmo-

na gained access to es-

sential healthcare services 

during the Medical and 
Dental Mission conducted 
on May 28, reaႈrming the 
commitment of the Provin-

cial Government of Cavite 
and its partners to foster-

ing healthier and stronger 

communities.
	 The outreach 
initiative delivered a 

comprehensive range of 

healthcare services, in-

cluding 324 medical con-

sultations, 76 dental ser-
vices, 6 electrocardiogram 
(ECG) procedures, and 85 
fasting blood sugar (FBS) 
screenings, bringing qual-
ity healthcare closer to 

residents and promoting 

preventive care at the 

community level.
	 Medical and den-

tal services were provided 

by the dedicated health-

care professionals of the 

Oႈce of the Provincial 
Health Oႈcer (OPHO), 
with the assistance of Ba-

rangay Health Workers 
(BHWs). Meanwhile, free 
prescribed medicines were 

distributed by the staႇ of 
the Oႈce of the Provincial 
Governor (OPG), ensuring 
that bene¿ciaries received 
both immediate medical 

attention and access to 

essential medications.
	 The activity was 
graced and supported by 

5th District Congressman 
Roy Loyola, Carmona 
City Mayor Dahlia Loyola, 
Board Members Ivee 
Jayne Reyes and Aidel 
Paul Belamide, whose 
presence underscored the 

collective commitment of 

local and provincial lead-

ers to advancing acces-

sible healthcare and en-

hancing the quality of life 

of Caviteños. — OPIO

BACOOR... FROM PAGE 01

	 The City Gov-

ernment of Bacoor and 
BioTen Energy Inc. oႈcial-
ly signed a Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA) on 
June 1, 2026, at the Strike 
Conference Room, mark-

ing a major step toward 

environmental sustainabil-

ity and responsible waste 

management in the city.
	 The signing cer-
emony was organized by 
the City Government of 
Bacoor through the Oႈce 
of the City Legal Service 
headed by Atty. Kim Nyca 
Lofranco. Present during 
the event were Mayor 
Strike B. Revilla, Atty. 
Khalid Atega Jr., SP Sec-

retary, and Mr. Klan Alison, 
Chairman and Founder of 
BioTen Energy Inc.
	 The partnership 
aims to establish a city-

wide used cooking oil and 
grease waste collection 

program for households, 
residential communities, 
and food establishments. 
Collected waste oil will be 
processed and converted 

into high-quality biodiesel 

fuel, helping reduce envi-
ronmental pollution while 

promoting renewable en-

ergy solutions.
	 Under the agree-

ment, the City Govern-

ment of Bacoor will im-

plement policies requiring 

food businesses to prop-

erly dispose of used cook-

ing oil through accredited 

collectors and will work 
closely with homeowners 

associations to establish 

collection points within 

subdivisions. These ef-
forts will help address 

clogged drainage sys-

tems, blocked sewers, and 
Àooding caused by grease 
buildup.
	 M e a n w h i l e , 
BioTen Energy Inc. will 
fund, build, and operate 
the conversion facility at 

no cost to the city or res-

idents, provide free collec-

tion containers and regular 

pick-up services, and pro-

cess the collected oil into 

biodiesel that meets Phil-
ippine standards.
This innovative partner-
ship reÀects Bacoor’s 
commitment to environ-

mental protection, sus-

tainable development, and 
cleaner communities for 

future generations.

MEGAWORLD... FROM PAGE 01

	 Continuing to 
outperform amid industry 
challenges, the Mega-
world Group recorded 
P29.7-billion in reservation 
sales during the ¿rst quar-
ter of the year, up 10.4% 
from the same period last 
year, driven by resilient 
demand for its residential 
developments across Met-
ro Manila and even in the 
provinces.
	 Out of this total, 
property giant Megawor-
ld remained the Group’s 
primary growth driver, 
contributing around 71% 
of total reservation sales, 
equivalent to P21.2-bil-
lion. Driving this perfor-
mance was the company’s 
54-story Uptown Mod-
ern in Uptown Bonifacio, 
which generated P3-billion 
in sales during the quarter.
Also performing signi¿-
cantly well during the ¿rst 
three months of the year 

are other Megaworld prop-
erties such as Park McKin-
ley West at McKinley 
West in Taguig City; One 
Crown Suites at Winford 
Resort Estate in Manila; 
as well as the company’s 
provincial properties like 
Ilocandia Beach Village 
at Ilocandia Coastown in 
Laoag City, Ilocos Norte; 
Maple Grove Park Village 
at Maple Grove in General 
Trias City, Cavite; Santé 
Residences Palawan at 
Paragua Coastown in San 
Vicente, Palawan; Firenze 
at Iloilo Business Park in 
Iloilo City; and La Victoria 
Global Residences at The 
Mactan Newtown in Lapu-
Lapu City, Cebu.
	 “Our residen-
tial business continues to 
show strong resilience, 
led by steady sales across 
our Metro Manila devel-
opments and growing de-
mand for our provincial Grand Ease of Doing 

Business Fair in Cavite 
delivers gov’t services 

to 1,700 clients
	 TAGAYTAY CITY, 
Cavite (PIA) — Featuring 
services from 26 national 
government agencies, in-

cluding those from the city 

government of Tagaytay, 
the Grand Ease of Doing 
Business (EODB) Fair un-

derscored the vital role of 

citizen participation in im-

proving public services.
	 Led by the An-

ti-Red Tape Authority 
(ARTA), the Grand EODB 
Fair last May 28 gathered 
various national govern-

ment agencies to pro-

vide essential services, 
including license renew-

als to registration, oႈcial 
registrations, and e-gov-

ernment services to over 

1,780 clients.
	 Chrishnalyn Cas-

tro travelled all the way 

from Isabela to renew her 
license from the Profes-

sional Regulation Com-

mission (PRC) for the very 
¿rst time at the EODB Fair.
“Very eႈcient and con-

venient. Napabilis ng 
registration for renewal. 
Napakasulit dahil gal-
ing pa kaming Isabela at 
pumunta kami dito para 
mag-renew ng aming ID.”
Josephine Basiño, a stay-
at-home mom, also found 
the services carried by 

the EODB Fair incredibly 
convenient. Aside from 
bringing essential govern-

ment services under one 

roof, Basiño also lauded 
for patiently answering her 

queries.
	 “Malinaw naman. 
Magaling silang mag-as-

sist at sumagot. Less has-

sle lalo na sa mga busy 

mom na katulad ko. Mal-
aking tulong na inilapit nila 
sa masa ang mga ito.”
	 Undersecretary 
Juabilly Racho, ARTA 
Deputy Director General, 
emphasized that working 
closely constituents to 

improve public services 

delivery are key in driving 
job creation and access to 

business opportunities.
	 As the primary 
clients of government ser-

vices, Racho urged the 
public to remain vigilant 

and report bureaucratic 

delays and excessive pro-

cesses that prevent ac-

cess to action.
	 “Kapag nakakita 
kayo ng hindi normal sa 
inyong pagpila sa mga 

tanggapan ng gobyerno, 
abisuhan ninyo ang in-

yong mayor at munisipyo. 
Humingi po kayo ng tu-

long kasi sila rin, ayaw rin 
na kayo ay naghihintay at 
naa-abala. Kapag may red 
tape, magsabi po kayo sa 
inyong munisipyo. Ginawa 
po ang ARTA upang ang 
mga ganyang bagay na 

inyong pino-problema ay 

ma-address.”

properties. Even amid 
a challenging business 
environment, we remain 
focused on accelerating 
growth across our port-
folio and creating lasting 
value for our stakeholders. 
More importantly, the sus-
tained performance of our 
residential developments 
reÀects the enduring 
strength of the township 
model that Megaworld pi-
oneered—an integrated, 
lifestyle-driven approach 
that continues to provide 
us with a distinct com-
petitive advantage and 
remains aligned with the 
evolving needs of the mar-
ket,” says Lourdes T. Guti-
errez-Alfonso, President 
and CEO, Megaworld.
	 Megaworld ac-
celerated its expansion 
in key provincial growth 
areas during the ¿rst quar-
ter with the launch of two 
landmark residential de-
velopments: the 14-story 
Santé Residences Pala-
wan, the Philippines’ ¿rst 
WELL-registered residen-
tial development with pro-
jected sales of P6.5-bil-
lion, and the 19.4-hectare 
Ilocandia Beach Village, a 

beachfront estate poised 
to contribute P4-billion in 
sales.
	 Earlier this 
year, Megaworld also an-
nounced that it is devel-
oping the 97-hectare The 
Sugartown in Talisay City, 
Negros Occidental, the 
company’s 37th township 
development and its third 
within the Negros Island 
Region.
	 This June, Mega-
world celebrates its 37th 
year in the Philippine 
real estate industry as it 
continues to uplift lives, 
impact society, and help 
shape the nation through 
its 37 townships across 
the country spanning 
more than 7,000 hectares 
of land from Luzon, Vi-
sayas, and Mindanao.
	 Today, Megawor-
ld remains to be one of the 
Philippines’ biggest prop-
erty giants today with over 
800 residential develop-
ments spread across the 
country, and it remains to 
be the largest oႈce land-
lord and the largest hotel 
operator in terms of room 
keys in the Philippines.

PICTO Facilitates brieÀng 
on DICT National Programs 

and ICT Council Creation for 
Cavite LGUs

	 The Provincial 
Government of Cavite, 
through the Provincial 
Information and Commu-

nications Technology Of-
¿ce (PICTO), facilitated 
a Brie¿ng on the DICT 
National Programs and 
Creation of ICT Council for 
Local Government Units 
(LGUs) on June 1, at the 
New Provincial Govern-

ment Center in Trece Mar-
tires City.
	 The activity gath-

ered ICT and planning of-
¿cers and representatives 
from the diႇerent cities and 
municipalities of Cavite to 
strengthen collaboration 

and promote digital trans-

formation initiatives across 

local government units.
	 Ms. Annie Q. 
Tacazon, PICTO oႈcer 
in charge, formally wel-
comed the participants 

and acknowledged the 
presence of the attend-

ees, emphasizing the 
importance of a uni¿ed 
approach in advancing 

information and commu-

nications technology initia-

tives in the province.
	 One of the high-

lights of the event was 

the presentation of Pro-

vincial Ordinance No. 
511-2026, entitled “An 
Ordinance Mandating All 
Cities and Municipalities 
in the Province of Cavite 
to Create Information and 
Communications Technol-
ogy (ICT) Councils.” The 
ordinance was presented 

by 7th District Board Mem-

ber Camille Lauren V. Del 
Rosario, principal author 
of the measure. During 
her presentation, she un-

derscored the vital role of 

ICT Councils in fostering 
digital governance, inno-

vation, and sustainable 
development among local 

government units. Like-

wise, she discussed the 
functions of the local ICT 
council.
	 Meanwhile, Ms. 
Jerica Dalisay, Project De-

velopment Oႈcer II of the 

Department of Informa-

tion and Communications 
Technology (DICT) Region 
IV-A, discussed the estab-

lishment of ICT Councils 
and provided guidance on 

their structure, functions, 
and signi¿cance in ad-

vancing local digital trans-

formation eႇorts.
	 The discussion 
on Building Cavite’s ICT 
Transformation Roadmap 
was led by Mr. Bonifacio 
Belen, Founder-Convenor 
of the National ICT Con-

federation of the Philip-

pines (NICP), who shared 
strategies in charting a 

shared direction for the 

province’s digital future 
aimed at strengthening 

the province’s digital infra-

structure, enhancing pub-

lic service delivery, and 
fostering innovation-driven 

governance.
	 Representatives 
from the DICT led by Ms. 
Dalisay and Engr. Ken-

neth Benedicto, DICT-
Cavite Provincial Oႈcer, 
also presented various 

national programs avail-

able for LGUs, highlight-
ing initiatives that support 

digitalization, connectivity, 
cybersecurity, and capac-

ity-building eႇorts for local 
governments.
	 The brie¿ng con-

cluded with an inspiring 

message from Ms. Tere-

sita Leabres, President 
of the Cavite ICT Coun-

cil, who encouraged the 
participants to actively 

support the establishment 

of ICT Councils in their 
respective localities and 

work collectively toward 
achieving a digitally em-

powered Cavite.
	 The activity 
served as a signi¿cant 
step toward strengthen-

ing partnerships among 

stakeholders and advanc-

ing the province’s vision of 
a more connected, innova-

tive, and technology-driv-

en future.— OPIO

Republic of the Philippines

Fourth Judicial Region

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
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PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK,

			   Mortgagee.

	 -versus-	 Foreclosure No. 2026-69

		  For: Extra-Judicial Fore			 

	 closure of

		  Real Estate Mortgage

SPS. LHARRY S. STA. ROSA AND CRISTINA

G. STA. ROSA, 

			   Mortgagors.

X------------------------------------------------------------------X

NOTICE OF EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

	 Upon Extra-judicial Petition for. Sale under Act 3135 as 

Amended by Act 4118 ¿led by the mortgagee, PHILIPPINE NATION-

AL BANK, at PNB Financial Center, President Diosdado Macapagal 
Boulevard, Pasay City, and against the mortgagors SPS. LHARRY S. 

STA. ROSA AND CRISTINA G. STA. ROSA at Blk. 2 Lot 40 Lessan-

dra Buhay na Tubig, Imus Cavite and Block 2 Lot 31 Phase 2 Bellazo-

na-Aragon, Brgy. Molino III, Bacoor, Cavite, to satisfy the mortgagee 
indebtedness which as of April 30, 2026, amounts to ONE MILLION 

SEVEN HUNDRED SEVENTY THOUSAND FORTY NINE PESOS & 

02/100 (P1,770,049.02), Philippine Currency, inclusive of interest and 
penalty charges but exclusive of other fees incident to this foreclosure, 
the undesigned or her duly authorized representative will sell at the pub-

lic auction on July 14, 2026 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning or soon 

thereafter, the main entrance of the Hall of Justice of Bacoor City, 
Cavite, to the highest bidder for CASH and In Philippine Currency, the 
following described property with all the improvements thereon, to wit;

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (057-

2019004478) 167-2020010523

	 “A PARCEL OF LAND (LOT 31, BLK. 2, OF THE CONS.-
SUBD. PLAN, PCS-04-020084, BEING A PORTION OF THE CONS. 
OF LOT 5517, IMUS ESTATE AND LOT 5515-B-2, PSd-04- 089803, 
L.R.A. REC. NO, ), SITUATED IN THE BRGY OF MOLINO, MUN. OF 
BACOOR, PROV. OF CAVITE. X X X, CONTAINING AN AREA OF 
NINETY THREE (93) SQUARE METERS.” 

	 “All sealed bid must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above stated time and date.”

	 “In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date, it shall be held on July 21, 2026, without further notice.”

	 Prospective buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined to in-

vestigate for themselves the title to the said property and encumbranc-

es, if any there be.

City of Bacoor, June 1, 2026.
						    

	 {sgd) MELY C. HERMOSURA-VISTA

			   Clerk of Court VI
	 By:

		  LUIS ANTONIO V. PONS

			   Sheriff IV

Copy Furnished:
POMPEYO P. MAYNIGO

JRDC Building 117 Sen Gil J. Puyat Ave., Pasay City

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK

5th Floor PNB Financial Center, President Diosdado 
Macapagal Boulevard, Pasay City

SPS. LHARRY S. STA. ROSA AND 

CRISTINA G. STA. ROSA

Blk. 2 Lot 40 Lessandra Buhay na Tubig, Imus Cavite

Block 2 Lot 31 Phase 2 Bellazona-Aragon, Brgy. Molino III, 
Bacoor, Cavite

WARNING: It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or 
destroy this notice of
	     Extra-judicial Sale on or before the date of sale.

Publication: Straight News Publishing:
June 10, 17 & 25, 2026

BAC-A Facilitated a Pre-
Consignment Conference 

for Pharmaceuticals
	 In a step to-

wards a more eႈcient 
healthcare delivery, the 
Provincial Government of 
Cavite, through the Bids 
and Awards Committee 
(BAC-A) for Goods, Ser-
vices and Consultancy, 
successfully conducted a 

Pre-Consignment Confer-
ence for pharmaceuticals 

on May 26 at the New Pro-

vincial Government Cen-

ter in Trece Martires City.
The conference brought 
together various consign-

ors and pharmaceutical 

companies, and represen-

tatives from the Oႈce of 
the Provincial Health Oႈ-

cers as the end-user of the 

pharmaceutical supplies.
	 Ms. Nancy Lon-

toc, head of BAC-A Sec-

retariat, provided essential 

information to the con-

signors, clarifying the in-

structions, guidelines, and 
requirements for consign-

ment bidding, ensuring 
that they are well-informed 

and prepared for the con-

signment procedures.
	 Also present 
during the conference 

were members of the 

BAC-A team, led by Ms. 
Karen Camañag-Tupas, 
BAC-A Chairperson; Mr. 
Renato Abutan, BAC-A 
Vice Chairperson; and 
committee members Dr. 
May Magno, Atty. Annal-
iza Mercene-Pulmones, 
Ms. Luzviminda Amparo, 
and Ms. Maria Fe Satsat-
in. Engr. Gilbert Gandia, 
Technical Working Group 
(TWG) member, likewise 
attended the event.— OPIO

tion eႇorts.
These initiatives are expected to strengthen 

PhilHealth’s ability to deliver responsive services and 
ensure that members receive the bene¿ts and protec-

tions they are entitled to under the law.
A key feature of the agreement is the provision 

of free legal aid activities for quali¿ed PhilHealth mem-

bers, particularly those who are indigent or marginalized, 
on matters related to healthcare bene¿ts and claims.

PhilHealth will support these initiatives by pro-

viding the necessary information and documentation to 

facilitate legal assistance.
The partnership will likewise support the en-

hancement of existing dispute resolution mechanisms 

within PhilHealth to further improve service delivery and 
ensure that member concerns and bene¿t-related issues 
are addressed in a timely, fair, and eႈcient manner.

Through this partnership, PhilHealth reaႈrms 
its commitment to protecting the interests of its members 

and advancing 

Universal Health Care by ensuring that every 
Filipino not only has access to health insurance cover-

age, but is also equipped with the information, support, 
and legal safeguards needed to fully enjoy their health-

care rights. PR

PhilHealth, IBP... FROM PAGE  2

In support of the 
SM Cares Brigada Eskwe-

la 2026 program, employ-

ees, agency personnel, 
and security guards from 

SM City Dasmariñas, SM 
Marketmall, and SM City 
Trece Martires participat-
ed in volunteer activities 

at Bautista Elementary 
School in Dasmariñas City 
and Aliang Elementary 
School in Trece Martires 
City.

The team worked 
together in cleaning, paint-
ing, and conducting minor 
repair works to help pre-

pare the schools for the 

upcoming academic year. 
Cleaning materials were 

also donated to further 

support the schools in pro-

viding a safe, clean, and 
conducive learning envi-

ronment for students and 

teachers.
Through initia-

tives such as Brigada 
Eskwela, SM Cares and 
SM Supermalls remain 
committed to empowering 

communities through edu-

cation, volunteerism, and 
meaningful partnerships, 
helping create better op-

portunities and a brighter 

future for Filipino learners.
#Empower ing-

Communities #SMCares 
#SMSupermalls #Briga-

daEskwela2026


