LANDBANK ASENSO Bonds attract strong support to drive

LANDBANK has
drawn robust investor in-
terest for its ongoing ASE-
AN sustainability bond of-
fering, as demonstrated by
attendance at the Qualified
Institutional Buyer (QIB)
Briefing held on 19 Janu-
ary 2026 at the Makati Dia-
mond Residences, Makati
City. The event highlighted
the Bank’s growing role in
channeling capital toward
sustainable national de-
velopment while offering
a credible, socially impact-
ful investment opportunity
that is financially inclusive
and accessible to all Filipi-
nos, starting with a mini-
mum subscription amount
of only £10,000.

Department of Fi-
nance (DOF) Secretary
and LANDBANK Chair-
person Frederick D. Go
and LANDBANK Presi-
dent and CEO Lynette V.
Ortiz led the QIB Briefing,
joined by Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) Secre-
tary Raphael P.M. Latilla,
Treasurer of the Philip-
pines Sharon P. Almanza,
and Commission on Fil-
ipinos Overseas (CFO)
Secretary Dante Francis
“Klink” Ang Il — signaling
strong government sup-
port for investments that
deliver measurable green
and social impact.

Also present at the
launch were Department
of Agriculture (DA) Under-
secretary Asis G. Perez,
Department of Agrarian
Reform (DAR) Undersec-
retary Atty. Kazel C. Ce-
leste, Department of Mi-
grant Workers (DMW)
Assistant Secretary Viole-
ta D. lllescas, and LAND-
BANK Directors Virginia
N. Orogo and Omar Byron
T. Mier.

Wider Access, Lower
Minimum Investment

The LANDBANK
Agriculture, Sustainability,
Environment, and Socio-
economic  Development
(ASENSO) Bonds are
Peso-denominated, fixed-
rate ASEAN Sustainability
Bonds, with tenors of 1.5
years and 3 years.

The offering is cur-
rently available to institu-
tional investors and will
also be offered to retail
investors from 28 Janu-
ary to 6 February 2026 via
the LANDBANK Mobile
Banking App — marking
the first in-app corporate

or bank bond purchase
in the Philippines. The
bonds can also be pur-
chased over-the-counter
at LANDBANK branches
nationwide, or via any of
the Selling Agents.

The LANDBANK
ASENSO Bonds are also
designed to be accessi-
ble to all Filipinos, with a
minimum investment of
only 10,000 and in incre-
ments of 10,000 there-
after — significantly lower
than other bank-issued
bonds, which typically
start at £100,000. Interest
will be paid quarterly start-
ing from the issue date
and is subject to final with-
holding tax.

“ASENSO is more
than a name. It reflects
our guiding principle to
channel long-term capital
into activities that move
the economy forward —
supporting  development
priorities while creating
real value to investors,”
Finance Secretary and
LANDBANK Chairperson
Go said in his keynote
speech during the event.

Since the launch of
the ASENSO Bonds on
12 January 2026, investor
demand has been strong,
prompting LANDBANK to
consider upsizing the of-
fering from its initial target
of at least 5 billion to ac-
commodate demand.

Proceeds will exclu-
sively fund eligible green
initiatives—such as re-
newable energy, energy
efficiency, green buildings,
clean ftransport, sustain-
able water management,
and pollution prevention—
and social programs that
support food security, af-
fordable housing, health,
education, and job cre-
ation.

“These bonds em-
body a simple yet pro-
found promise: that every
peso invested will create
measurable environmen-
tal and social impact,
fully aligned with LAND-
BANK’s Sustainable Fi-
nance Framework. This is
finance with purpose. This
is capital with conscience,”
said LANDBANK Presi-
dent and CEO Ortiz.

China Bank Capital
Corporation  (Chinabank
Capital) serves as the
Sole Issue Manager,
with LANDBANK and
Chinabank Capital acting
as Selling Agents. The

Finance Secretary and LANDBANK Chairperson Frederick D. Go (center) and LANDBANK President and
CEO Lynette V. Ortiz (leftmost), along with Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
Secretary Raphael P.M. Lotilla (2nd from right), Treasurer of the Philippines Sharon P. Almanza (2nd from
left), and Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO) Secretary Dante Francis “Klink” Ang Il (rightmost) lead
the ceremonial launch of the LANDBANK ASENSO Bonds during the Qualified Institutional Buyer (QIB)
Briefing on 19 January 2026 at the Makati Diamond Residences, Makati City.

ASENSO bonds are ex-
pected to be listed on the
Philippine Dealing & Ex-
change Corp. on 16 Feb-
ruary 2026.

ABOUT LANDBANK
LANDBANK is the
largest development finan-
cial institution in the Philip-
pines promoting financial

inclusion, digital transfor-
mation, and sustainable
national development.
Present in all 82 provinces
in the country, the Bank is

committed to provide ac-
cessible and responsive
financial solutions to em-
power Filipinos from coun-
tryside to countrywide.
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ISPORTS is now open at SM City Tanza

Looking for a fun way for kids to bond and stay
active? Bring them along for exciting playtime, laughter,
and special moments together with the family. Isports is
now open at SM City Tanza located the Second Level

Y .

EIGHT'S gonna be
a blast! The Sandwich
Guy's 18th Sandwich Holi-
day lands on February 13,
2026, and they're giving
a 1-day BUY 1 GET 1 on
selected sandwiches in all
TSG branches nationwide!

Promotion Mechan-
ics:

1. Customers can
enjoy the 18th Sandwich
Holiday BUY 1, GET 1 of-
fer on selected sandwich-
es only.

2. Maximum of 2 or-
ders (4 sandwiches) per
person only. Third par-
ty deliveries (GrabFood,
Foodpanda, Messenger

order etc.) are not applica-
ble with the promo and are
closed during the day.

3. This promo can-
not be combined with any
other discounts or promo-
tions.

4. In the purchase of
goods and services that
are one of the promotional
discounts, the senior citi-
zen and PWD can avail of
the promotional discount
or the discount provided
under the Expanded Se-
nior Citizen Act of 2010,
whichever is higher.

Per DTI Fair Trade
Permit No. FTEB-246143
Series of 2026.
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DA Calabarzon
sustains Kadiwa
ng Pangulo in 2026

BENEFIT CLAIMS PAYMENT

Naokopagbayod ang PhilHealth sa toong 2025 ng higit

#300.45BILYON

na halagao ng benefit payment sa buong bansa.
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DENR-EMB mulis circular
economy to improve waste

|}

San Pablo City, La-
guna — In celebration of
the San Pablo Coconut
Festival, the Department
of Trade and Industry
(DTI) Laguna, in partner-
ship with the City Govern-
ment of San Pablo, the
Association of Laguna
Food Processors (ALA-
FOP), and SM City San
Pablo, organized a trade
fair for micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MS-
MEs) from January 14
to 20, 2026. The event
aimed to support local
enterprises and promote
entrepreneurship in the
province.

The ribbon-cutting
ceremony on January
14 was attended by Mr.
Christian Ted O. Tungo-
han, Provincial Director of
DTI Laguna; Atty. Joseph
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Marnic V. De Mesa, City
Administrator of LGU San
Pablo; Mr. Jerry Urriquia,
President of ALAFOP;
Ms. Leonie Reyes, Board
Director of ALAFOP; and
Ms. Edesa Sibug, Mall
Manager of SM City San
Pablo, along with other
guests and participants.
Their presence highlight-
ed the collaborative ef-
forts of public and private
partners in promoting lo-
cal businesses.

Featuring 11 MSME
exhibitors, the trade fair
was held under the mall’s
SM4SMEs  Community
Bazaar program. The ac-
tivity provided participat-
ing enterprises with an
opportunity to showcase
their products, engage
with  consumers, and
strengthen their market

2078
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presence in a high-traffic
commercial venue. This
initiative is part of ongo-
ing efforts to promote lo-
cal entrepreneurship and
enterprise  development
alongside the city’s festive
celebration. In line with its
mandate to support MS-
MEs, DTI Laguna con-
tinues to facilitate market
access and provide mar-
keting opportunities that
help enterprises grow,
become competitive, and
reach wider markets.

Through this collab-
orative undertaking, part-
ner institutions reaffirmed
their shared commitment
to  strengthening the
MSME sector by fostering
partnerships and offering
platforms that contribute
to inclusive economic
growth in Laguna.
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life of their constituents.

istration comes along?

Some leaders also appear obsessed with as-
serting influence and control over territories they
have no business stepping into, throwing the rule of
law and basic decency out the window.

In other parts of the world, some races believe
they are entitled to inflict violence on other peoples,
justifying their acts by twisting the truth and pretend-
ing to be on the receiving end of the violence leaving
them with no choice but to retaliate.

And then, closer to home, we see a regional
power asserting its might and bullying who it per-
ceives to be its weaker neighbors.

These are all political maneuvers, but there is
also the less obvious but immensely more compel-
ling economic considerations.

One can drum up worst-case scenarios and de-
scend into fear about what could happen to the world
in the succeeding days. There is an overwhelming
sense of helplessness among ordinary people that
they are powerless against these external events,
with decisions being made by only a few individuals.

The sense of foreboding is all too real. It is
often tempting to shut down and refuse to listen to
the news which gets depressing by the day. Is a just
and honest government truly possible, and would not
modest gains, if any, be negated when a new admin-

But it would be wrong to believe that the people
are completely powerless. While decisions with pro-
found consequences are being made by a handful of
individuals, people continue to wield electoral power.
So long as citizens are able to vote and choose their
leaders, they are not mere pawns. The power to in-
stall representatives who make decisions for many
is sacred and inviolable. It is a decision that must be
guided only by good sense and a rejection of blind
loyalty, fraud, or manipulation. These are, after all,
who would speak for us and decide for us on the
bigger international stage.

POINT OF
'VIEW

In a perverted way, one can derive relief from
the tumultuous turn of events in the Philippines by
looking at what is happening beyond our borders.

Unfolding international events tell us that
peace and justice in societies remain elusive, and
that some leaders are more concerned about per-
sonal aggrandizement than improving the quality of

CALAMBA CITY, La-
guna (PIA) — The Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources—Envi-
ronmental Management
Bureau (DENR-EMB) Cal-
abarzon continues to pro-
mote the adoption of a cir-
cular economy approach
to strengthen waste man-
agement systems and re-
duce environmental pollu-
tion across the region.

DENR-EMB Environ-
mental Monitoring and En-
forcement Division Chief
Corazon Gasapos empha-
sized that a circular econ-
omy shifts the traditional
“take—make—dispose”
model into a more sustain-
able system where mate-
rials are reduced, reused,

recycled, and recovered,
allowing waste to be trans-
formed into resources that
can still generate value.

“Currently, what we
are doing is the linear
economy, we are taking
resources from our envi-
ronment. We are making
good products, only the
ones we need, but when
we use them, we throw
them in the trash. So that’s
the linear economy. Our
direction is towards the
circular economy where
the things that we can still
benefit from, we recover
them and we use them,”
Gasapos stated during an
interview with Philippine
Information Agency.

The circular econo-
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GENERAL TRIAS
CITY, Cavite (PIA) — Ed-
ucation Secretary Sonny
Angara hailed the pas-
sage of the 2026 national
budget, describing it as
a ‘transformational’ mile-
stone for the sector.

In an interview fol-
lowing the blessing and
turnover of a new school
building at Santiago Ele-
mentary School on Tues-
day, January 20, Angara
emphasized that the 2026
General Appropriations
Act is a vital step to es-
tablish a ‘world-class’ ed-
ucation system.

“Matagal nang itinu-
tulak ni Pangulong Bong-
bong Marcos ang truly
transformational educa-
tion budget. Napakalak-
ing tulong nito sa adhikain
ng ating pangulo na mag-
ing world class ang qual-
ity ng educational system
natin.”

To recall, Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. recently signed the
P6.793-trillion national
budget.

Angara noted that
the 2026 budget alloca-
tion for education com-
prised four percent of the
country’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), which will
allow funding for reforms
and programs for the De-
partment of Education
(DepEd).

“Umabot tayo ng
four percent for the first
time of GDP or yung size
ng ekonomiya ng bansa.”

With its historic fund-
ing, DepEd already has a
laundry list of targets, in-
cluding hiring more teach-
ers and non-teaching per-

sonnel, and solving the
classroom backlog.

“We need to hire
more teachers, we need
to hire admin officers
to help our teachers so
they can concentrate on
teaching. We need to
build more classrooms,
we need to build learning
facilities dahil ‘yung iba ay
naluluma na rin po.”

With one of the high-
est enrollment rates in the
country, CALABARZON
faces challenges in class-
room shortage to meet
the needs of its students
and personnel.

DepEd is also work-
ing with the private sector
through a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) in
constructing more school
buildings around the
country.

“Region 4-A is one
of the hotbeds of class-
room deficit, so to speak,
one of the highest. That’s
why, in pushing the PPP,
we have included region
4-A. We are prioritizing
LGUs (local government
units) in the NCR, Region
4A, 3 (Central Luzon),
and Region 7 (Central Vi-
sayas).”

Beyond the 2026
national budget, Angara
assured that the DepEd
will continue hiring more
teaching and non-teach-
ing personnel and build-
ing more classrooms in
the years to come.

“Pero hindi lang sa-
pat na isang taon lang
natin gagawin yan. Kail-
angan sunod-sunod,
yung momentum hindi
tumigil, at taon-taon yan
ang gagawin.”

my is a global sustainabil-
ity framework that aims
to decouple economic
growth from environmen-
tal degradation by maxi-
mizing the efficient use of
resources.

Unlike the linear
economy, which relies
heavily on extraction
and disposal, the circu-
lar economy focuses on
extending the life cycle
of products, minimizing
waste generation, and
reducing pressure on nat-
ural resources, Gasapos
further explained.

“(For) example is
plastics, when it burns, it
releases toxic smoke, or
it clogs the drains. Now,
what we will do is, after
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we use these plastics, we
will recover these plastics,
we can melt them, we can
make good products. Or
we can grind them, we
can incorporate them into
concrete products. We
will incorporate them into
what we throw away, we
will continue to use the
things that still have ben-
efits through recycling and
cycling,” the DENR-EMB
official adds.

In the Philippines,
the circular economy is
increasingly being recog-
nized as a key sustain-
able strategy to address
mounting waste concerns,
particularly plastic pollu-
tion, landfill congestion,
and marine debris.

Cayetano..

ltinulak ng Senate
Minority bloc sa pamumu-
no ni Senador Alan Peter
Cayetano na kailangang
malinaw at bukas sa pub-
liko ang lahat ng amend-
ment o pagbabago sa
panukalang 2026 nation-
al matapos lumabas ang
malalaking  realignment
nang walang kalinawan.
Sa period of amend-
ments para sa House
Bill No. 4058 o General
Appropriations Bill (GAB)
para sa F.Y. 2026 nitong
December 2, kinuwest-
iyon ni Cayetano ang
paglitaw ng malalaking
pagbabago sa committee
report na walang naka-
lagay na may-akda.
“Either we believe in
transparency or not. So if
we're going to ask mem-
bers now to propose their
individual [amendments],
maliliit iyon... Hindi ba
dapat malaman natin
kung sino ang nag-pro-
pose ng mga ito at ang
proseso ng pag-a-ap-
prove nito?” wika niya.
Paliwanag ni Sen-
ator Sherwin “Win”
Gatchalian na siyang
sponsor ng budget, ang
committee report ay na-
glalaman ng mga pag-
babago ng komite sa
bersyon ng House, at ang
mga susunod na amend-
ment ay papasok na bil-
ang individual amend-
ments ng mga senador.
Giit ni Cayetano,
kailangan ng kalinawan
kung sino ang nag-in-
troduce ng major adjust-
ments na nakasaad sa
committee report, lalo na’t
hindi lumabas ang mga
naturang pagbabago sa
labing-isang araw na in-
terpellation ng Senado.
“If you're saying now
na ito na rin y'ung amend-
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ments from the House, |
want to point out that pa-
rang nabale-wala y'ung
interpellation. Having said
that, kung ito na y'ung
sa House, in the spirit
of transparency, I'd like
to know who moved [for
them],” wika niya.

Sa isang media
interview ng parehong
araw, sinabi ni Cayetano
na nais niyang bigyang
linaw ang malaking hal-
aga na nakalagay sa un-
programmed funds kahit
aniya dati nang napag-us-
apan na dapat bawasan o
alisin ito dahil hindi tiyak
ang revenue.

“Since 2023 bud-
get, ang problema natin
ay y'ung unprogrammed
funds. Pero dito sa ver-
sion natin meron pa rin.
Bakit hindi na lang tang-
galin yun?” wika niya.

Sinabi niya na dapat
munang linawin ang isyu
na ito upang magkaroon
ng tiwala ang publiko sa
repormang nais gawin ng
naturang pondo.

“Given not only the
stigma, the flood control,
and also itong unpro-
grammed funds, kailan-
gan himayin because this
is another animal. Until
we figure this out may ma-
giging lamat pa rin itong
budget na ito,” wika niya.

Binigyang diin ni
Cayetano na nakatuon
ang buong Minority Bloc
sa pagsuporta sa pagsig-
uro sa accountability ng
2026 budget.

“We want to go all
the way with the reforms...
Anything that's reforma-
tive, anything na dapat
ipagbawal, anything that
can lead to resolve the
present problems ng ating
bansa, gusto ng Minority
iyon,” wika niya.

It complements ex-
isting environmental poli-
cies such as Republic Act
No. 9003, or the Ecologi-
cal Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act of 2000, and
Republic Act No. 11898,
or the Extended Produc-
er Responsibility (EPR)
Act of 2022, which directs
large companies to recov-
er and recycle their plastic
packaging waste.

Moreso, DENR-EMB
Calabarzon actively pro-
motes waste segregation
at source, recycling pro-
grams, composting of bio-

degradable waste, and the
establishment of materials
recovery facilities (MRFs).
The bureau also works
closely with LGUs and the
private sector to encour-
age compliance with RA
9003.

The bureau then
stressed that public partic-
ipation remains essential,
noting that households
and communities play a
vital role in reducing waste
through mindful consump-
tion, reuse, and proper
waste disposal. (AM/PIA
Calabarzon)
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MANILA — The De-
partment of Agriculture
(DA) said it expects more
than 85,000 individuals to
benefit from the expansion
of the "Benteng Bigas,
Meron Na!" (BBM Na) in
Aklan province.

In a news release
Friday, Agriculture Secre-
tary Francisco Tiu Laurel
Jr. said the expansion is
aligned with President
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr.’s
directive to keep rice af-
fordable for vulnerable
sectors while maintaining
fair farmgate prices for lo-
cal farmers.

“This is not just about
selling rice at PHP20 per
kilo—it's about protecting
Filipino families from high
food costs while making
sure our farmers are paid
fairly,” Tiu Laurel said.

“When  consumers
can buy affordable rice,
and farmers have a sta-
ble market for their palay,
thats when the system
works,” he added.

Among the expected
beneficiaries of the pro-
gram are minimum wage
earners, farmers and fish-
erfolk, senior citizens, solo
parents, Pantawid Pam-
ilyang Pilipino Program
(4Ps) members, persons
with disabilities, and trans-
port sector workers.

The program, Tiu

Laurel said, is strategical-
ly designed to support the
entire rice value chain.

He said that under
the expanded rollout, the
National Food Authority
(NFA) will release more
affordable rice by drawing
down its buffer stocks, al-
lowing it to procure more
palay from local farmers at
fair and just prices, partic-
ularly as the harvest sea-
son approaches.

“This approach helps
stabilize rice prices while
ensuring farmers have a
reliable buyer for their pro-
duce,” he said.

Meanwhile, along-
side the expanded rice
programs, the DA also
rolled out a comprehen-
sive agricultural assis-
tance package worth
around PHP75 million to
boost productivity and live-
lihoods in Aklan.

The assistance in-
cludes four-wheel drive
tractors, rice combine har-
vesters, farm inputs, certi-
fied seeds and fertilizers,
crop insurance indemnity
checks, composting facil-
ities, hybrid solar renew-
able energy systems for
multiplier farms, trading
capital for Kadiwa outlets,
and 20-footer fiberglass
fishing boats for fisherfolk.

DA Assistant Secre-
tary for Legislative Affairs,
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Agribusiness, Marketing,
and Consumer Affairs
Genevieve Velicaria-Gue-
varra underscored the
importance of close co-
ordination with local gov-
ernments in sustaining the
initiative.

She said the DA con-
tinues to strengthen the
PHP20 per kg. rice pro-
gram in collaboration with
provincial LGUs.

“Layunin naming
ma-institutionalize ito
upang tuloy-tuloy at siste-
matiko ang pagdadala
ng abot-kayang bigas sa
mamamayan, habang
tinityak na patas ang
balik-benepisyo sa ating
mga magsasaka (Our goal
is to institutionalize this so
that the delivery of afford-
able rice to the people is
continuous and system-
atic, while ensuring fair
returns for our farmers),"
she said.

The DA said the
BBM Na program was
initially launched in Aklan
in 2025, reaching more
than 22,000 households
through close coordination
between the DA-Food
Terminal Inc. (FTI) and the
provincial government.

With the expanded
implementation, the DA
expects to cover more
communities  throughout
the province.

SILANG, Cavite
(PIA) — Students at the
Cavite State University
(CvSU) in Silang have de-
veloped a digital platform
to modernize barangay
services and enhance the
efficiency of grassroots
governance.

Developed as a
thesis by Dave Espiritu,
Neejay Lazaro, Arianne
Jose, Kenneth Naquila,
Luvrickx Kelley Lanzo-
na, Ruel Panti, and Ruel
Vincent dela Pefia of the
CvSU Silang’s College
of Information Technolo-
gy, the One Bayani, One
System was designed to
digitize barangay records

management systems,
improving services and
governance.

Cereneo Santiago,
thesis adviser and Project
Leader of the OneSys Ex-

tension Project, empha-
sized that OneSys was
built to modernize baran-
gay recordkeeping to en-
sure that local services
are more responsive to
community needs.

“Yung real-time ac-
cess sa mga data, mas
mabilis ‘yung pag-issue
ng certificates, at mas or-
ganized ‘yung blotter and
permit tracking. Mayroon
rin itong built-it analytics
para sa planning, and re-
porting.”

By integrating resi-
dent profiling, certificate
issuance, and Dblotter
management into a re-
al-time database, the One
Bayani, One System can
help barangays transition
to digitized and data-driv-
en governance.

“Yung records ay
standardized at nao-audit,
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at nakakapag-generate
agad ang mga barangay
ng reports na nasesent
nila sa DILG [Department
of the Interior and Local
Government].”

Slated for adoption
across all barangays in
Silang, the three-year
project began in 2025 with
a goal of streamlining gov-
ernment services.

According to Santia-
go, the local government
and barangay leaders
have shown strong sup-
port for the project.

“[By] 2028 ay dapat
ginagamit na ng lahat ng
barangay. Actually ngay-
ong 2026 ay maa-achieve
na namin yun. Yung ibang
barangay kasi ay nagrere-
quest na. In 2026, start na
namin yung cluster 2 with
16 barangays.”

Once fully imple-
mented in Silang, the One
Bayani, One System for
possible adoption in the
entire Cavite Province.
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EMB strengthens solid waste

CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna (PIA) — The En-
vironmental Management
Bureau (EMB) in Calabar-
zon is reinforcing its solid
waste management cam-
paign in schools across
the region as the country
observes Zero Waste
Month this January.

Corazon Gasapos,
Chief of the EMB 4As
Environmental Monitoring
and Enforcement Divi-
sion, underscored the im-
portance of empowering
young people to become
active partners in promot-
ing proper waste manage-
ment practices.

“We believe that
the youth are our vital
partners in protecting the
environment. Our focus
is to equip them with the
knowledge and skills so
they can learn and active-
ly participate in the coun-
try’s solid waste manage-
ment program,” Gasapos

said in an interview with
the Usapang PIA radio
program on Jan. 14.

She emphasized
that the focus of the cam-
paign is to equip students
with the knowledge and
skills needed to actively
participate in the imple-
mentation of the country’s
solid waste management
program.

Gasapos also called
on the youth to take part
in school-based and com-
munity initiatives promot-
ing waste reduction, seg-
regation, recycling, and
responsible consumption,
noting that their involve-
ment is essential in sus-
taining environmental
gains.

She stressed that
proper solid waste man-
agement is a shared re-
sponsibility that must be
practiced consistently at
home, in schools, and in
communities.

Gasapos also ex-
pressed her appreciation
to local government units
and private sector part-
ners for their continued
support and cooperation
in advancing solid waste
management efforts in the
region.

According to her,
these collaborative efforts
have significantly contrib-
uted to improving waste
management  practices,
as the country marks the
25th anniversary of the
enactment of the Ecolog-
ical Solid Waste Manage-
ment Act (Republic Act
No. 9003).

EMB reaffirmed its
commitment to strength-
ening partnerships and
expanding information
and education campaigns
to further promote a ze-
ro-waste culture and en-
vironmental stewardship
among the youth and the
wider public.
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CALAMBA CITY,
Laguna (PIA) — The De-
partment of Agriculture
(DA) in Calabarzon is
sustaining the Kadiwa
ng Pangulo and Kadiwa
Pop-Up markets in 2026,
bringing affordable agri-
cultural products closer to
consumers while support-
ing local farmers and fish-
erfolk across the region.

In partnership with
local government units
(LGUs), law enforce-
ment agencies, and other
stakeholders, DA Cala-
barzon stated that it will
continue rolling out Kadi-
wa activities in key areas
of Quezon, Cavite, Lagu-
na, Rizal, and Batangas
starting January 2026.

In Quezon Province,
Kadiwa Pop-Up markets
will be held on January
29 at the Quezon Police
Provincial Office (PPO)
Covered Court in Camp
BGen. Guillermo P. Na-
kar, Lucena City, and the
Kadiwa ng Pangulo will
take place on January 21
at Perez Park, Quezon
Provincial Capitol, also in

Lucena City.

Meanwhile, Cavite
started hosting Kadiwa
Pop-Up on January 16 at
the Cavite PPO Covered
Court in Camp Gen. Pan-
taleon Garcia, Imus City.
Kadiwa ng Pangulo activi-
ties are also scheduled on
January 23 and 30 in Ba-
rangay Maitim 2nd East,
Tagaytay City.

In Laguna, a Kadiwa
Pop-Up is set on January
29 at the Police Regional
Office in Camp Vicente
Lim, Calamba City. Kad-
iwa ng Pangulo will be
conducted on January
16 at the Municipal Com-
pound in Lumban and on
January 30 at the Calam-
ba City Hall Lobby.

For Rizal, a Kadiwa
ng Pangulo market will
be held on January 28 at
Sumulong Park, Antipolo
City.

In Batangas, multi-
ple Kadiwa Pop-Up activi-
ties are lined up, including
on January 16 at Fernan-
do Airbase in Lipa City
and Malvar’s Park in the
City of Sto. Tomas, Jan-
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uary 27 at BATELEC | in
Calaca City, and January
28 at the Batangas PPO
Covered Court in Camp
Gen. Miguel C. Malvar,
Batangas City.

Regular Kadiwa
Pop-Up markets are also
conducted every Monday
at the LARES Compound
in Barangay Marawoy,
Lipa City. A Kadiwa ng
Pangulo activity is sched-
uled on January 30 at
Recto Gym in Ibaan.

DA Calabarzon em-
phasized that the Kadi-
wa ng Pangulo program
continues to serve as a
direct marketing platform,
linking producers to con-
sumers.

The agriculture
department added that
Kadiwa is helping stabi-
lize food prices while pro-
moting food security and
supporting the livelihood
of local farmers and mi-
cro-entrepreneurs.

The public is en-
couraged to visit the near-
est Kadiwa sites to avail
of fresh and affordable
agricultural products.
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FREE medical & dental mission
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Abeng
Remulla’s Medical Mis-
sion Team, in collabora-
tion with the Office of the
Provincial Health Officer,
and the City Government

Governor

of Carmona, successfully
conducted a Medical and
Dental Mission on January
16, at Barangay Milagro-
sa, Phase lll.

With the support of

Mayor Dahlia Loyola, the
City Council, and 5th Dis-
trict Board Member lvee
Reyes, the mission served
526 patients with free con-
sultations, medicines, and

health services, including
56 tooth extractions, 67
FBS tests, 12 ECGs, and
12 X-rays.

The initiative under-
scores the local govern-
ment’s continuing com-
mitment to accessible
healthcare, disease pre-
vention, and the promotion
of community well-being.
—A. Sarte

ot e,

In the spirit of the
Center's 39th Found-
ing Anniversary, DA-ATI
CALABARZON balanced
strategic direction with
team engagement. The
day featured an opera-
tional planning workshop
where key personnel
harmonized schedules,
aligned priorities, and
fine-tuned activity plans
to ensure the smooth and
timely implementation of
programs for FY 2026.
To seal this shared com-
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mitment, Center Director
Dr. Rolando V. Maningas,
RAgr, led the ceremonial
signing of commitment
for the year’s planned
activities, reinforcing ac-
countability and collective
responsibility.

The celebration
likewise continued with a
Palarong Pinoy—inspired
Mini Sports Fest, where
staff stepped out of their
official roles to take part
in traditional games. Be-
yond friendly competition,
the activity strengthened
camaraderie, promoted
employee wellness, and
reflected the Center’s
belief that a united and
energized workforce is
essential to delivering re-
sponsive

SMG delwers 19% net III(:I]IIIB growth to P31.1Bn in first nine months

San Miguel Corpo-
ration (SMC) reported a
19% rise in net income to
P37.1 billion during the
first nine months of 2024,
driven by strong revenue
growth across its diverse
businesses.

Despite challenges
such as typhoons and cur-
rency fluctuations, SMC’s
consolidated revenues
increased by 11% to £1.2
trillion. This strong per-
formance was fueled by
higher sales volumes in its
Power, Fuel & Oil, Food,
and Spirits businesses.

Operating  income
also went up by 11%, with
improved profitability in the
Food, Spirits, and Infra-
structure sectors which off-
set lower refining margins

in the Fuel & Oil business.
EBITDA went up by 9% to
£168.1 billion.

Overall, the Compa-
ny's strong performance
demonstrated its ability to
adapt to challenges and
deliver consistent growth.

“Our commitment to
sustainable growth and
responsible cost manage-
ment is at the core of ev-
erything we do. Our strong
results reflect our ability
to run our businesses ef-
ficiently, seize growth op-
portunities, and focus on
building long-term value
and excellence,” said SMC
Chairman and CEO Ra-
mon S. Ang.

FOOD AND BEVER-
AGE

San Miguel Food and

Beverage, Inc. (SMFB)
achieved strong financial
results in the first nine
months, with solid growth
across all business seg-
ments. Consolidated sales
rose 5% from last year,
reaching £291.1 billion.
Income from operations
increased by 15% to £39.9
billion, while consolidated
net income rose by 11% to
£30.4 billion.

San Miguel Foods
posted a 4% increase in
sales to ©134.3 billion,
supported by higher vol-
umes. The Prepared and
Packaged Foods segment
led the growth with an 11%
revenue increase, driven
by strong demand for key
products like Purefoods
Luncheon Meat, Magnolia

Dairy, and San Mig Coffee.
This segment's EBITDA
jumped 39% to #15.5 bil-
lion, benefiting from top-
line growth and lower raw
material costs.

San Miguel Brewery
Inc. reported consolidated
revenues of #111.2 bil-
lion, up 3%, due to higher
volumes. Domestic sales
reached £99.1 billion
while international sales
amounted to $212.4 mil-
lion. The Beer segment’s
EBITDA reached £28.9 bil-
lion, with expected growth
momentum through target-
ed initiatives.

Ginebra San Miguel
Inc. (GSMI) achieved a
strong 17% increase in
sales to P45.6 billion, driv-
en by higher prices and
volumes. Operating in-
come also rose, with EBIT-
DA totaling #7.1 billion.
Strong brand performance
and efficient distribution
contributed to the growth
of the Spirits segment.

POWER

San Miguel Glob-
al Power Holdings Corp.
(SMGP) sustained its
strong performance, re-
porting a 57% increase
in off-take volumes. This
was supported by new ca-
pacities, including 1,200
MW from South Premiere
in llijan, Batangas; ad-
ditional BESS ancillary
services, and the start of
commercial operations of
Mariveles’ Units 1 and 2.
Consequently, consolidat-
ed revenues rose 23% to
£153.6 billion.

Operating  income

and EBITDA saw signifi-
cant growth of 43% and
37%, respectively. Net in-
come rose 48% to P13.5
billion.

FUEL AND OIL

Petron Corporation
(Petron) continued to re-
port strong revenues in
the first nine months of
the year despite challeng-
es in the international oil
market. Consolidated rev-
enues increased 12% to
P657.9 billion, driven by
sustained volume growth
of 12% to 104.4 million
barrels, from 93.6 million
barrels in 2023.

Sales volume from
its Philippine operations
and Singapore trading
arm posted a combined
16% increase to 67.8 mil-
lion barrels, while sales
volume in Malaysia rose
4% to 36.6 million barrels.
The Company’s service
station operations in the
Philippines fueled the con-
solidated 7% increase in
total retail sales driven by
Petron’s strong brand at-
tributes and strategic mar-
keting efforts. Sales from
its commercial and export
trades also showed con-
sistent improvements at
7% and 11%, respectively.

The strong volume
and sales performance
was weighed down by a
correction in refining mar-
gins resulting in an operat-
ing income of £22.3 billion
in the first nine months,
from #27.0 billion in the
same period last year. Net
income for the nine-month

period ended at £7.1 bil-
lion from 9.5 billion in
2023.

INFRASTRUCTURE

San Miguel Infra-
structure delivered steady
growth, with consolidated
revenues of ®27.0 billion
in the first nine months,
up 8% compared to the
same period last year. The
combined daily average
traffic volume from all op-
erating toll roads rose by
2%, reaching 1.02 million
vehicles. The company
achieved an 8% increase
in both operating income
and EBITDA to #14.6 bil-
lion and £22.0 billion, re-
spectively. EBITDA mar-
gin remained strong at a
healthy 82%.

CEMENT

The Cement busi-
ness, comprised of Ea-
gle Cement Corporation,
Northern Cement Cor-
poration, and Southern
Concrete Industries, Inc.,
delivered a 3% increase in
volume for the nine-month
period, despite industry
volume contracting by
about 2.3%.

Consolidated reve-
nues of P27.0 billion for
the same period however
dipped by 6% due to lower
selling prices, influenced
by the influx of imported
traded cement. Despite
the decline in topline, oper-
ating income grew by 16%,
supported by lower input
costs and enhanced oper-
ating efficiencies. EBITDA
rose by 9% to ©7.6 billion,
with margin expanding to
28%.
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The Department of Transpor- walking on uneven or obstructed side-
tation (DOTr) recently announced that walks, boarding jeepneys or buses
it would adopt the Accessible Travel with steep steps, or riding tricycles
that drop passengers off at the road-
including those under construction, of- side without any regard for loading
fering a glimmer of hope for commuting and unloading areas. For someone
senior citizens, persons with disabilities with mobility challenges, these gaps
do not just create inconvenience—
Over the years, | have watched they create barriers.

This is why we need parallel
public transportation and infrastructure reforms across all public transporta-
systems have evolved, and for seniors tion modes and infrastructure, start-
like me, who remember the simpler days ing with those used by the majority
when walking a few short blocks seemed of commuters—from terminals to the
actual transport vehicles. Even basic
| see how everyday commuting has now infrastructure like pedestrian cross-
evolved into a stressful (if not degrading) ings and sidewalks must be designed
mindful of our vulnerable commuters.

Beyond infrastructure, main-

have seen encouraging signs from the tenance is equally important. A broken
DOTr to make public transportation and elevator at a train station can shut out
infrastructure more inclusive and acces- seniors and PWDs who rely on it. In-
sible to vulnerable sectors who are part vesting in the maintenance of public
transport facilities ensures accessibili-
We see the struggles of the ty for all commuters.
We also need to strengthen
the news, but we often overlook how both technical and sensitivity training
these challenges are felt more deeply for transport personnel to better trans-
by senior citizens and PWDs, whose port commuters and create a more in-
commutes are marked by disheartening viting environment for traveling senior
accounts of broken elevators or escala- citizens and PWDs.

Of course, this is not just the
responsibility of the national govern-
The adoption of the ATP guide- ment. We all play a part too.
Commuters should practice
ducing long-needed uniform standards inclusivity in public transport by giv-
for accessibility in our railway systems ing way and offering seats to PWDs,
that are not mere conveniences, but pregnant women, and senior citizens.
rather necessities for vulnerable com- It all starts with recognition that some
muters. But achieving a truly accessible among us travel at a different pace. As
public transport system should not be a society that prides itself on “mala-
limited to railways alone—it requires a sakit’, now is the time to really live this
value through public transport.

Progress doesn’t happen
the country’s public transport ecosys- overnight. To make our public trans-
tem, and thousands—if not millions—of port system truly inclusive and acces-
Filipinos depend daily on other modes of sible, we need commitment to reform,
a strong political will, and collective
UV Express vans, and transport network responsibility.

The goal is to enhance our
taxis. public transport system so that acces-

Consider what a typical com- sibility is visibly a fundamental right for
mute looks like for a PWD or an el- all. | am confident that under the able
derly commuter. Even if a train station stewardship of Acting Transportation
becomes fully accessible, the journey Secretary Giovanni Lopez, this can be

EDITORYAL:

Policy (ATP) guidelines for all railways,

(PWDs), and pregnant women.

with both hope and frustration how our

effortless and traffic was more bearable,
undertaking.

But in the past few months, we

of the commuting public.

commuting public almost every day on

tors, and inaccessible or uneven walk-
ways, among others.

lines is a welcome development—intro-

holistic approach.
Railways are just one part of

transportation such as buses, jeepneys,

vehicle services, including motorcycle

to and from that station often involves done.
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LANDBANK opened
2026 with a meaningful
milestone as it formalized
a loan agreement with Kil-
ambay Plantation Corpo-
ration (KPC) on 9 January
2026 in North Cotabato to
support the development
of a 1,000-hectare Giant
Bamboo plantation—the
first of its kind in the area.

More than a financ-
ing event, the partnership
reflects a shared vision of
advancing sustainable fi-
nance, peacebuilding, and
inclusive rural develop-
ment, transforming former
conflict-affected commu-
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No more shifting scheme at GenTri

GENERAL TRI-
AS CITY, Cavite (PIA)
— Education Secretary
Sonny Angara has un-
derscored the vital role
of local government units
in addressing the coun-
try’'s classroom shortage
during the inauguration of
a new classroom building
at Santiago Elementary
School in General Trias
City on Tuesday, January
20.

In his message, Ang-
ara highlighted the nation-
al government’s commit-
ment to collaborating with
LGUs to build school fa-
cilities and solve the per-
sistent classroom short-
age in public schools.

“Ilto ang innovative
approach ni Presidente
[Ferdinand Marcos Jr.].
Dati kasi, ang gumagawa
ng classrooms ay either
DepEd lang o DPWH (De-
partment of Public Works
and Highways) lang.”

Angara also laud-
ed the local government
for its effort to build 100
classrooms, which signifi-
cantly helped ease school
congestion in the city.

The secretary add-
ed, “In partnership with
the city, nakapagpatayo
ng 100 classrooms in
three years. Thank you for
prioritizing building class-
rooms.”

With the new class-
room building, Santia-
go Elementary School
can provide an improved
learning environment to
its students.

Principal  Reinalyn
Mutalla noted the impor-
tance of sufficient learning
facilities in providing qual-
ity education, especially in
public schools.

“It strengthens our
capacity to deliver quality,
inclusive, and future-ready
education for every child
entrusted to our care.”

Catering to an es-
timated 2,443 learners,
Santiago Elementary
School adopts a shifting
scheme due to the lack of
classrooms. With the new
building, Mutalla said that
they will not need to adopt
this scheme anymore.

“Hindi na po kami
three days [with] two
shifts para ma-accommo-
date silang lahat. We can
now also provide a better
learning environment to
our learners, and inspire
our teachers to achieve
more.”

The new building in-
cludes 16 classrooms that
are fully-equipped with
50-inch smart TVs, arm-
chairs, fire alarms, emer-
gency lights, and proper
signage. DepEd said each
classroom was designed
to address classroom
shortages and enhance
the learning environment
for students and teachers.

nities into centers of pro-
ductivity, opportunity, and
environmental renewal.
Aligned with LAND-
BANK’'s HARVEST and
ESG frameworks, the

initiative  promotes  cli-
mate-responsive  growth
while creating sustainable

livelihoods for Indigenous
Peoples (IP) and strength-
ening the country’s green
agribusiness value chain.

The loan signing was
led by LANDBANK Execu-
tive Vice President Char-
lotte 1. Conde and Vice
President Jimmy Arco,

Atty. Christian Harvey
Wong, Account Officer Ed-
gar Alcordo, and Account
Assistant Stephanie Apu-
sen. Representing KPC
were Mr. Jerry John M.
Taray, Chief Executive Of-
ficer, and Jocelyn T. Taray,
Chief Financial Officer.
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Republic of the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
BRANCH 118
City of Bacoor, Cavite
2nd Floor, Main Square Mall
Molino Boulevard, Bacoor City, Cavite
rtcbcr118@judiciary.go.ph / 09159602868

IN RE: PETITION FOR THE
ISSUANCE OF ANOTHER
OWNER’S DUPLICATE COPY
OF TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
OF TITLE NO. T-1325907 OF
THE REGISTRY OF DEEDS F
OR THE PROVINCE OF CAVITE

LRC Case No. 8843-2025-363

NORBERTO M. LEE
Petitioner,
X X
ORDER

This is a petition for the issuance of another own-
er’s duplicate copy of Transfer Certificate of Title (TCT)
No. T-1325907 of the Registry of Deeds for the Province of
Cavite filed by petitioner.

Petitioner alleges that he is the registered own-
er of a parcel of land situated in Barangay Habay, Bacoor
City, Cavite covered by TCT No. T-1325907. Petitioner fur-
ther alleges that the owner’s duplicate copy of said title
was lost or missing in his house sometime in 2016. Conse-
quently, petitioner executed an affidavit of loss which was
annotated on the title on file with the Registry of Deeds. He
prays that judgment be rendered directing the Register of
Deeds to issue a new owner’s duplicate copy of title.

Finding the petition to be sufficient in form and
substance, the same is hereby set for initial hearing on
May 4. 2026 at 9:00 in the morning at which date, place
and hour, any interested person may appear and show
cause why said petition should not be granted.

Petitioner is directed to cause the PUBLICA-
TION of the copy of this Order at his expense once a week
for three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation in the Province of Cavite. Likewise, petitioner is
directed to FURNISH with copies of the petition with an-
nexes the Office of the Registry of Deeds, Bacoor City, the
Registry of Deeds for the Province of Cavite and the Land
Registration Authority within fifteen (15) days from receipt
of this Order and thereafter to submit compliance to this
Court.

Let copies of this Order be POSTED in three (3)
conspicuous places in the City of Bacoor where the prop-
erty is situated at least thirty (30) days prior to the aforesaid
date of hearing, more particularly at the bulletin boards of
the following:

1. Regional Trial Court, City of Bacoor Cavite

2. Registry of Deeds, Bacoor City, Cavite

3. Main Entrance, City Hall of Bacoor City, Cavite

SO, ORDERED.

GIVEN IN CHAMBERS, this 5th day of January
2026 in the City of Bacoor, Cavite

(SGD)ROMANO M. DIAZ
Presiding Judge

Copy Furnished:

Atty. ANTONIO T. NICOLAS
Counsel for the Petitioner

025 Pagtakhan Street, Poblacion
Bacoor City, Cavite

Email: atty.nicolas@yahoo.com

NORBERTO M. LEE

Petitioner

2033 Bautista Subd., Major Samala St.,
Binakayan, Kawit, Cavite

LAND OF REGISTRATION
East Avenue cor. NIA Road, Diliman,

Quezon City

Email: records@Ira.gov.ph

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, BACOOR CITY
Bacoor City Hall, Bacoor Blvd., Bacoor City
Email: rdbacoorcity@gmail.com

REGISTRY OF DEED FOR THE PROVINCE OF

CAVITE

Capitol Compound, Trece Martires City, Cavite
Email: rd.provinceofcavite@]ra.gov.ph

STRAIGHT NEWS PUBLISHING
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CARDINAL TAGLE VISITS
CATHOLIC SCHOOL IN IMUS

LOOK: Cardinal Luis
Antonio Tagle paid a brief
visit to Pastorelle - Jesus
Good Shepherd School,
Inc. in Imus City, Cavite,
where he was warmly
welcomed by pupils, stu-
dents, and the Sisters of
Jesus Good Shepherd
(Pastorelle Sisters) on
Wednesday, Jan. 21.
Cardinal Tagle, a former
Bishop of Imus, shared a
special moment with the

school community. Found-
ed in 1965, the school has
long maintained a close
relationship with the Bish-
ops of Imus, having begun
humbly in the garage of
the diocesan bishop’s res-
idence.
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Heads up sa mga Ka-MARKETS

Please be guided on the updated mall hours of SM
Marketmall Dasmarifas starting January 2, 2026.

Plan your visit and make the most of your day with

us. See you around!

Heads up sa mga Ka-MARKETS

Please be guided on the updated mall hours of SM
Marketmall Dasmarifas starting January 2, 2026.

Plan your visit and make the most of your day with

us. See you around!

KWF Aktihony Nalulahnl( sa K-10 currlculum
Imnlementer S Summlt

Aktibong dumalo ang
Tagapangulo ng Komisyon
sa Wikang Filipino (KWF)
na si Atty. Marites A. Bar-
rios-Taran, kasama ang
Fultaym Komisyoner Ben-
jamin M. Mendillo sa K-10
Curriculum Implement-
ers’ Summit na isinagawa
nodng 15 Enero 2026 sa
Rizal Park Hotel, Manila.
Layunin ng pagtitipon na
pagtibayin, talakayin, at
pag-ibayuhin ang pagpa-
patupad ng K-10 Kuriku-
lum sa buong bansa.

Nagbigay ng ma-
halagang mensahe si
Department of Education
(DepEd) Secretary Sonny
Angara at binigyang-diin
nito ang papel ng mga tag-
apagpatupad ng kurikulum
sa paghubog ng makabu-
luhan, ingklusibo, at mak-
abansang edukasyon.
Hinikayat niya ang mga

guro, administrador, at
katuwang na institusyon
na magkaisa, makipagtu-
lungan, at magsulong ng
de-kalidad na sistema ng
pagkatuto.

Nakiisa rin sa sum-
mit sina G. Gerson Mar-
vin M. Abesamis, Director
IV ng Bureau of Learning

I1 |I|i:'

Delivery, Atty. Ester A.
Funtalan, OIC, Office of
the Director Ill ng BLD,
at G. Jerome T. Buenvia-
je, Assistant Secretary ng
Learning System Strand.
Aktibo silang nagbahagi
ng pananaw, naglatag ng
mga polisiya, at nagpali-
wanag ng mga estratehiya

kaugnay ng epektibong
implementasyon ng K-10
Kurikulum.

Ipinakita ng K-10
Curriculum Implementers’

Summit ang sama-sa-
mang pagkilos ng mga
pinunod, eksperto, at insti-
tusyon upang paunlarin
ang edukasyong Pilipino.
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From Screen to Spotlight: Southeast Asian community filmmakers shine
at the 2025 SineMaya Community Short Film Festival

BENTE Productions
Chairman Mr. Hugo C.
Yonzon Il (leftmost) and
CARD MRI Senior Adviser
Ms. Aniceta R. Alip (sec-
ond from left) pose with
the Light by the Sea Pro-
ductions team from Viet-
nam, recipients of the Best
Film award in the Legacy
Lens Category for their
film “Light by the Sea”, a
SineMaya film entry that
tells the story of a woman
struggling to care for her
children and elderly moth-
er after losing her husband
at sea, who receives help
from her community so her
son can stay in school.

The 2025 SineMaya
Community Film Festival,
organized by BENTE Pro-
ductions, the multimedia
arm of CARD MRI, cul-
minated in an awarding
ceremony on December
15, 2025, at SM City San
Pablo. The festival cele-
brated short films that em-
bodied the official theme,
“PAMANAON: Stewards
of the Future,” highlighting
the importance of legacy,
responsibility, and collec-
tive action.

This year’s festival
brought together filmmak-
ers from diverse communi-
ties who used filmmaking
as a platform to explore
social realities, cultural
heritage, and hope, while
also embracing innovation
through emerging tech-
nologies such as artificial
intelligence. By combining
storytelling with innova-
tion, the event showcased
how film can be both an
artistic and transformative
medium.

Reaffirming the fes-
tival’'s vision, CARD MRI
Founder and Chair Emer-
itus Dr. Jaime Aristotle B.
Alip highlighted the trans-
formative power of story-
telling, saying, “Through
SineMaya, filmmakers
were encouraged to craft
stories that reflect how
the choices and actions
of today shape the lives
and opportunities of fu-
ture generations.” He also
praised the participants
for creating works that go
beyond entertainment.
“Their courage, creativity,
and purposeful narratives

demonstrate how art can
help shape a more com-
passionate and responsi-
ble world,” he added.

Following a rigorous
judging process of all 18
SineMaya finalists, where
each entry was carefully
assessed for storytelling,
technical skill, creativity,
and social relevance, the
winning films emerged
as works that inspired,
moved, and touched the
audience.

Top honors were
awarded to “Alab” by
Paroy Film Productions,
which received Best Film
for the Al-Powered Film
category, and “Light by
the Sea” by Light by the
Sea Productions, which
won Best Film for the Leg-
acy Lens category. Both
films also earned spe-
cial recognition through
the Legacy Awards, with
“Alab” receiving the CARD
MRI Managing Director’s
Choice Award, and “Light
by the Sea” being named
one of the recipients of
the CARD MRI Founder’s
Excellence Award, along-
side “Pamaon” by ShotUp
Productions. These rec-
ognitions underscored the
films’ ability to merge artis-
tic excellence with strong
messages of service, re-
silience, and intergenera-
tional responsibility—val-
ues closely aligned with
the festival’'s theme.

Outstanding achieve-
ments in performance, di-
rection, and technical craft
were also recognized. The
Acting Awards honored
Rosalie Castillo as Best
Supporting Actor in a Fe-
male Role for her portrayal
of Nanay Riya in “Pag-ala-
la” of Balik-Tanaw Produc-
tions, and Ken Laurence
Ante as Best Supporting
Actor in a Male Role for his
role as Arvin in “Liham” by
Bikolanong Lagalag Pro-
ductions. The Best Actor in
a Female Role was bagged
by Jorlyn Ledesma for her
performance as Lira in
“Binhi sa Kaugmaon” by
Kanlaon Film Productions,
while Nel Estuya received
Best Actor in a Male Role
for his portrayal of Tatay
Fernando in “Saan Aabot
Ang Singkwenta Ni Ta-

tay?” filmed by Kisapmata
Film Productions.

Technical excellence
was likewise celebrated,
with Best Editing awarded
to Jhon Lorenz Jegillos for
“Liham” and Best Cinema-
tography to Jimuel Sohita-
do for “Binhi sa Kaugma-
on”. Meanwhile, Dang Thi
Hanh was named Best Di-
rector for the visually and
emotionally compelling
“Light by the Sea”.

Innovation took cen-
ter stage in the Al-lamat
Category, where “Alab”
emerged as a dominant
force, winning multiple
awards, including Best
Al-Powered Visual Effects,
Editing, and Cinematogra-
phy, as well as Excellence
in Al-Enhanced Directing
for Christian Laurence
Jegillos. Meanwhile, “Da-
may: Mangagaway” by
Dangshin Productions
received Best Lifelike Al
Characterization, high-
lighting how technology
can be harnessed to deep-
en storytelling while main-
taining emotional authen-
ticity.

Special awards rec-
ognized creativity and au-
dience impact, with “Ang
Huling Punla” by Dos-T
Productions winning Best
Musical Scoring; “Saan
Aabot Ang Singkwenta Ni
Tatay?” by Kisapmata Film
Productions earning both
Best Screenplay and the
People’s Choice Award;
and “Damay: Mangaga-
way” by Dangshin Pro-
ductions taking home Best
Trailer.

The festival also
underscored its commit-
ment to social advocacies
through the Community
Development Awards.
Honorees included “Hope
in the Rain” by Catalyst
Productions for Agricul-
ture; “The End of the
Sky” by CanhDieuVanh
Productions for  Gen-
der Equality; “Pamana”
by Liwayway Films for
Education; “Ang Huling
Punla” by Dos-T Produc-
tions for Environmental
Protection; “Hangarin”
by Kumatha Productions
for Disability Represen-
tation; and “Pag-alala” by
Balik-Tanaw Productions
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for Youth Empowerment.
Additional recognitions
went to “Tao Rin Ako” by
Panangaawat Produc-
tions, which received the
Inclusive Service Award,
and “Pamanaon” by Sho-
tUp Productions, honored
with the Young Filmmaker
Award.

The success of the
festival was made possible
through the guidance and
leadership of key figures
who continue to champion
community development
through the arts. “SineMa-
ya is more than a film fes-
tival. It is a shared journey
of storytelling where every
film becomes a mirror of
our values and a bridge
to the future we want to

build together, " said Ms.
Marilyn M. Manila, BENTE
Productions President.

Before the awarding
ceremony, all 18 SineMa-
ya finalists were simulta-
neously screened at SM
Cinemas in lloilo City,
Davao City, and Manila
on November 22, 2025.
This nationwide screening
allowed audiences from
different regions to expe-
rience the stories firsthand
and actively participated in
determining the People’s
Choice Award.

SineMaya Com-
munity Film Festival is a
platform dedicated to em-
powering grassroots and
community filmmakers to
tell stories that promote

social development, Inclu-
sion, and shared respon-
sibility. Anchored in the
belief that cinema can be
a tool for education, advo-
cacy, and transformation,

SineMaya encourages
narratives that reflect lived
experiences, highlight

community issues, and in-
spire positive action.

As the festival con-
cluded, the 2025 SineMaya
Community Film Festival
once again affirmed that
storytelling—grounded in
compassion, innovation,
and service—remains a
powerful force in strength-
ening communities and
shaping a more inclusive,
hopeful, and sustainable
future.



