
PhilHealth now
covers readmissions
for same illness within 
90 days
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ISSN NO. 3028-1954MPT South teams up with LRMC Plant 
for Life at Ipo Watershed

A volunteer from MPT South planted a tree seedling in the area (a representa-

tive from the Communication and Stakeholder Management Department of MPT 

South).

Employees and volunteers from MPT South and LRMC with Bantay Gubat         

volunteers of Ipo Watershed.

Volunteers from MPT South and LRMC hiked towards the designated tree plant-

ing area with the help of Bantay Gubat volunteers of Ipo Watershed.

 As part of its 

commitment to environ-

mental sustainability, Met-

ro Pacific Tollways South 
(MPT South), a subsidiary 
of Metro Pacific Tollways 
Corporation (MPTC), par-
ticipated in the Plant for 
Life: Tree Planting Activi-
ty organized by Maynilad 
Water Services Inc. in 
partnership with Bantay 
Gubat of Ipo Watershed 
on September 27, 2024.  
 The event fo-

cused on the reforestation 
of the vital Ipo Watershed 
in Bulacan, which plays 
a crucial role in the water 
supply for Metro Manila 

and other parts of Cavite. 
MPT South, along with 
Light Rail Manila Corpo-

ration (LRMC) employees 
and volunteers, planted 
a total of 800 native tree 
seedlings in this collec-

tive effort. This is a part 
of Maynilad’s 2024 envi-
ronmental target, which 
seeks to plant 220,000 
trees across 660 hectares 
of forested land. 
 Arlette V. Cap-

istrano, Vice President 
for Communication and 
Stakeholder Management 
of MPT South, stated, “It 
is an honor to help Moth-

er Nature thrive alongside 
our kapatids of LMRC. 
Together, we can do more 
in protecting our environ-

ment and strengthening 
the consciousness of our 
teams that what we do is 
for the good of our future 
generation.” 
MPT South’s involvement 
in the Plant for Life Tree 
Planting Activity is part 
of the company’s broad-

er commitment to envi-

ronmental sustainability. 

Through initiatives like 
tree planting, the company 
hopes to foster a culture of 
sustainability and inspire 
communities to join the 
mission of protecting and 
preserving the environ-

ment.  
 MPT South is a 
subsidiary of Metro Pa-

cific Tollways Corporation 
(MPTC), the infrastruc-

ture arm of Metro Pacific 
Investments Corporation 
(MPIC). Aside from the 
CALAX and CAVITEX net-
work of toll roads, MPTC’s 
domestic portfolio includes 
the concessions for the 
North Luzon Expressway 
(NLEX), the NLEX Con-

nector Road, the Subic-
Clark-Tarlac Expressway 
(SCTEX), and the Ce-

bu-Cordova Link Express-

way (CCLEX) in Cebu. PR

 It’s back! Join us for a magical experience as 
we bring back the SM Supermalls Grand Magical Christ-
mas Parade on November 16 here at SM City Bacoor. 
Celebrate the season with us, and let’s make this holiday 
unforgettable!

Bigger and Better: BotiCARD 
Dolores Branch moves to new 
location

BotiCARD President Ms. Rosenda Aquino (5th from right, middle row) 

alongside BotiCARD Operations Director Ms. Florife Reynido (6th from 

right, middle row), BotiCARD Cluster Manager 2 Mr. Jame Rachel Yaneza 

(7th from right, middle row), BotiCARD Cluster Manager 4 Ms. Merrie Joie 

Prenciona (4th from left, middle row), Pharmacy Assistant OIC BCI Dolores 

Branch Ms. Khristine Joy Aureus (4th from right, middle row), attended the 

relocation of the branch along with other officers and staff.

 BotiCARD Do-

lores branch officially 
relocated its building 
on July 15, 2024, in 
support of its mission to 

provide quality, afford-

able, and accessible 
healthcare and person-

al care products and 
health services to Filipi-
no families.
 “As we com-

bat the cycle of pover-
ty while improving the 
health and wellness 
of people, we will con-

tinue to advocate for 
quality affordable med-

icines, health supplies, 
hygiene products, and 
selected supplements. 
It is a basic right ev-

ery Filipino should enjoy,” 
said BotiCARD President 
Rosenda P. Aquino.
 As part of the 
branch’s relocation, free 
medical consultation, 
dental extraction, blood 
pressure monitoring, and 
other freebies like a 28% 
discount are also provided 
for those who attended the 
event.
 “Through the 
range of BotiCARD ser-
vices, we hope to reach 
more communities to pro-

vide the quality products 
and services they de-

serve,” Aquino added.
The branch’s new build-

ing is located at Marquez 
Street, Barangay Bagong 

Anyo, Dolores, Quezon.
 Es tab l i shed 
in 2011, BotiCARD is 
a member institution 
of CARD Mutually Re-
inforcing Institutions 
(CARD MRI), a group of 
institutions sharing the 
same goal and objec-
tive of poverty eradica-
tion and improving the 
lives of Filipino families.
As of June 2024, Boti-
CARD has 20 pharma-
cies and serves more 
than 2 million clients 
across the country.
 To know more 
about BotiCARD, Inc., 
visit its website at www.
cardmri.com/boticard/ 
and the official Face-
book page, @boti-
cardOfficial. 

 PGC’s Panatang Makabata: In observance of National Children’s Month, the 
Provincial Government of Cavite (PGC) reaffirmed its commitment to the rights and 

well-being of children by reciting the Panatang Makabata during the 
Monday Flag Raising Ceremony on November 4, 2024 at the Pro-
vincial Gymnasium in Trece Martires City. Sangguniang Kabataan 
(SK) Provincial Federation President Chelsea Jillian G. Sarno led 
the collective recitation of the pledge with PGC officials headed by 

Governor Athena Bryana 
Tolentino, and the employ-
ees, underscoring PGC’s 
dedication to promoting 
the welfare, protection, 
and empowerment of the 

youth and chil-
dren, aligning 
with the core 
principles of Na-
tional Children’s 
Month. – OPIO

CASH ASSISTANCE FOR OILSPILL AFFECTED 
FISHERFOLK AND FAMILIES IN BACOOR CITY

NATIONAL CORRECTION CONSCIOUSNESS WEEK
 Dumalo si Vice 
Mayor Rowena B. Men-

diola sa ginanap na sele-

brasyon ng BJM na may 
temang “MAKATAONG 
PAKIKITUNGO, MATI-
NONG PAMUMUNO AT 
MATATAG BA PRINSIPYO 
TUNGO SA MAUNLAD 
NA SERBISYONG PAM-

PIITAN”. Dito pinakita ng 
Pamahalaang Lungsod sa 

cont. on Page 2

DA-4A, namahagi ng mahigit 20 
milyon tulong-pinansyal sa mga 
magbababoy ng Lobo na
naapektuhan ng ASF

pangunguna nila Mayor Strike B. Revilla, Vice Mayor Rowena B. Mendiola, Sang-

 Mahigit 20 mi-
lyon ang halaga ng tu-

long-pinansyal na nai-
pamahagi sa 312 na lokal 
na magbababoy ng Lobo, 
Batangas, na apektado 
ng African Swine Fever 
noong Hulyo at Agosto, 
noong ika-1 ng Oktubre. cont. on Page 2

Aboitiz InfraCapital expands gateway 
modernization efforts with planned 
Laguindingan International Airport 
transformation

LAGUINDINGAN INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IS 

READY FOR TAKE-OFF. An artist’s rendition of Lagu-

indingan International Airport’s airside view. Aboitiz 

InfraCapital signed in Malacañan Palace last Octo-

ber 28, 2024 the concession agreement to upgrade, 

operate, and maintain Laguindingan International 

Airport in Misamis Oriental over a 30-year period.

 Expansions to in-

crease capacity to over six 
(6) million passengers over 
the 30-year concession
 Aboitiz InfraCap-

ital, Inc. (AIC), the infra-

structure arm of the Aboitiz 
Group, is prepared to take 
on the challenge of mod-

ernizing its second Philip-

pine gateway following the 
signing of the concession 
agreement to upgrade, 
operate, and maintain 
Laguindingan International 

Airport located in Misamis 
Oriental.
 “ L a g u i n d i n g a n 
International Airport is a 
pivotal milestone in our 

strategic mission to elevate 
the country’s aviation infra-

structure. It underscores 
Aboitiz InfraCapital’s com-

mitment to providing a 
seamless and efficient 
passenger experience, and 
more importantly, driving 
economic growth in North-

cont. on Page 6

guniang Panlungsod Members, Cong. Lani M. Revilla, 
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 3. The 3-Step Mindfulness Exercise
You can find another great exercise if you are 
strapped for time in this 3-Step Mindful-ness Work-
sheet. In this exercise, there are only three steps:
 Step 1: step out of “auto-pilot” to bring 
awareness to what you are doing, thinking, and 
sensing at this moment.
 • Try to pause and take a comfortable but 
dignified posture. Notice the thoughts that come up 
and acknowledge your feelings, but let them pass. 
Attune yourself to who you are and your current 
state.
 Step 2: bring awareness to the breathing 
for six breaths or a minute.
 • The goal is to focus attention on one 
thing: your breath. Be aware of the movement of 
your body with each breath, of how your chest 
rises and falls, how your belly pushes in and out, 
and how your lungs expand and contract. Find the 
pattern of your breath and anchor yourself to the 
present with this awareness.
 Step 3: expand awareness outward, first 
to the body then to the environment.
 • Allow the awareness to expand out 
to your body. Notice the sensations you are ex-
peri-encing, like tightness, aches, or perhaps a 
lightness in your face or shoulders. Keep in mind 
your body as a whole, as a complete vessel for 
your inner self;
 • If you wish, you can then expand your 
awareness even further to the environment around 
you. Bring your attention to what is in front of you. 
Notice the colors, shapes, patterns, and textures 
of the objects you can see. Be present at this mo-
ment, in your awareness of your surroundings.
 When you are ready to finish the exercise, 
open your eyes slowly and try to carry that mindful-
ness with you as you go about your day.
 4. Mindful Walking Down the Street Tech-
nique
 One core process that can be influenced 
by mindfulness practice is our ability to observe 
our thoughts, emotions, and sensations without re-
acting to fix them, hide them, or solve them. This 
awareness creates room for choice between im-
pulses, and action which can help develop coping 
skills and positive behavioral change.
 • In the first step of this intervention, the 
facilitator helps the client visualize a scenario in 
which they are walking down a familiar street when 
they look up and see someone they know on the 
other side of the street. They wave however, the 
other person doesn’t re-spond and continues to 
walk right past.
 • In the second step, the facilitator prompts 
reflection from the client by asking a series of ques-
tions:
 1. As you were imagining, did you notice 
any of your thoughts?
 2. As you were imagining, did you notice 
any of your emotions?
 • In the third and final step, the facilitator 
asks the client to reflect on the series of emo-tions 
and thoughts that came up, how this affects their 
behavior, whether the exercise was helpful, and for 
any final comments.
 5. The 3-Minute Breathing Space
 Unlike meditations or a body scan, this 
exercise is quick to perform and useful in getting a 
mindfulness practice started.

 Members read-

mitted due to the same 
illness in a span of 90 
days can now avail of Phil-
Health benefits after the 
state health insurer lifted 
its Single Period of Con-

finement policy beginning 
October 1, 2024. This ap-

plies to medical conditions 
and surgical procedures 
under the All Case Rate 
payment scheme.
 The Single Peri-
od of Confinement Rule is 
a policy developed during 
the Philippine Medicare 
era which imposes that 
admissions and readmis-

sions due to the same ill-
ness or procedure within 
a 90-calendar day period 
shall only be compensat-
ed once. This has resulted 
to members paying for the 
entire hospitalization and 
caused denial of claims on 
the side of health facilities.
 “After extensive 

evaluation, we have lifted 
the rule of Single Period 
of Confinement to ensure 
continuous coverage for 
patients with recurring 
conditions,” said Phil-
Health Chief Emmanuel 
R. Ledesma, Jr. during a 
recent media forum.
 “This move also 
shows our strong commit-
ment to fulfill our mandate 
— to provide health insur-
ance coverage and ensure 
affordable, acceptable, 
available, and accessible 
health care services for all 
Filipinos”, he added.
 The lifting of the 
policy was well-received 
by healthcare providers 
and members. “Napaka-

laking epekto ang pag-alis 
ng SPC dahil karamihan 
sa pasyente namin ay re-

curring ang sakit gaya ng 
pneumonia at Chronic Ob-

structive Pulmonary Dis-

ease. Hindi naman natin 
puwedeng tanggihan ang 

pasyente dahil kailangan 
silang ma-treat dahil mara-

mi talagang pasyente ang 
may recurring sickness”, 
said Ma. Celia Buñag, 
Supervising Administra-

tive Officer of Quezon City 
General Hospital
 On the other 
hand, Lucila Salvador, a 
PhilHealth member whose 
sister was readmitted due 
to Urinary Tract Infection 
was relieved when she 
learned the news. “Nag-

papasalamat kami sa 

PhilHealth, napakalaking 
bagay nito. Ang ate ko 
ay senior citizen at three 
times na siyang na-ospi-
tal sa paulit-ulit na sakit. 
Kinakabahan ako, kasi 
ang alam ko hindi na pu-

wedeng gamitin ulit ang 
PhilHealth once nagamit 
na sa parehong sakit kasi 
one month ago pa lang 
noong na-confine siya 
bago ulit ma-confine rito,” 
she stated.
 PhilHealth re-

minds members and qual-
ified dependents that they 
are entitled to a total max-

imum of 45 days coverage 
for room and board per 
year. However, this does 
not apply to the Hemodi-
alysis benefits package as 
it has a separate 156 ses-

sions allocated per year. 
PCEO Ledesma assures 
all members that Phil-
Health continues to move 
forward with benefits en-

hancements to provide 
better financial coverage 
to all Filipinos.
 “We are really 
working very hard 24/7. 
Talagang nagpapakahirap 
po kami because we un-

derstand that health is not 
just a privilege but an es-

sential right for every Fili-
pino. In these challenging 
times, we stand with them, 
and always make sure to 
deliver all the benefits they 
deserve”, Ledesma add-

ed.

PhilHealth...
From Page 1

 P inangunahan 
ni Department of Agricul-
ture IV-A CALABARZON 
(DA-4A) Regional Exec-

utive Director Fidel Libao 
ang naturang aktibidad na 
may layong mabigyan ng 
suporta ang mga lokal na 
magbababoy ng nasabing 
munisipalidad mula sa 
pagkalugi na dulot ng ASF. 
Ang bawat magbababoy 
ay nakatanggap ng halag-

ang limang libong piso sa 
bawat pagmamay-ari nil-
ang baboy na apektado ng 
ASF.
 Ayon sa tala ng 
Batangas Provincial Veter-
inary Office (PVO), isa ang 
Lobo sa mga munisipali-
dad sa probinsya na may 
malaking bilang ng kaso 
ng ASF. Sa kasalukuyan 
ay nananatili pa rin ang 

banta ng naturang sakit 
sa mga baboy at lubos na 
naapektuhan ang probin-

sya na isa sa nangunguna 
sa produksyon ng baboy.
 Kasama ni Dir. 
Libao ang iba pang mga 
opisyal ng DA-4A na sina 
Regional Livestock Co-

ordinator at OIC-Regula-

tory Division G. Jerome 
Cuasay, Regional Cashier 
Gng. Fe Briones, at APCO 
Batangas G. Michael Lal-
ap.
 Patuloy ang pag-
aksyon ng DA-4A katu-

wang ang bawat PVO, 
Local Government Units, 
at Industry Groups sa pag-

sugpo ng ASF sa buong 
rehiyon sa tulong ng mga 
teknikal na suporta at tu-

long- pinansyal.

DA-4A... From Page 1

NATIONAL... From Page 1

Yogorino Italy Anniversary Redefines 
Everyday Indulgence
 This year, YO-

GORINO celebrates its 
anniversary with 25 stores 
nationwide, marking a sig-

nificant milestone in the 
brand’s rapid expansion 
across the country. Since 
opening its flagship branch 
in Makati City in 2018, it 
has been offering a pos-

itive and happy lifestyle 
with its array of healthy 
and guiltless frozen yogurt 
and gelato menu, win-

ning the taste buds of Fil-
ipinos. Yogorino Italy was 
brought to the Philippines 
by Viva International Food 
& Restaurants, Inc., under 
the visionary leadership of 
Vicente “Boss Vic” del Ro-

sario, Jr., the company be-

hind Botejyu, Greyhound 
Café, Papermoon Cake 

Boutique & Café, Maple 
Tree House, Du Hsiao 
Yueh, Wing Zone, Pepi 
Cubano and Viva Cafe, 
among others.
 “Our customers 
are the heart of our brand, 
and their experiences are 
what truly define our jour-
ney - from their smiles, 
their laughter and their 
stories,” says Vicente Ra-

phael S.Del Rosario IV, 
President and COO of 
Viva International Food & 
Restaurants, Inc. Yogorino 
is about creating moments 
of happiness and indulg-

ing in something special 
shouldn’t be reserved for 
special occasions. In cel-
ebration of its anniversa-

ry, Yogorino expresses 
gratitude to its amazing 
customers. “Thank you 
for making Yogorino part 
of your everyday moment 
and for sharing in this 
journey of flavor and joy.” 
Starting October 26, Yo-

gorino celebrates with a 
series of delightful promo-

tions, flavors and experi-
ences.

  Everyday Indulgence  

starts at 99

 To kick-off the 
celebration, Yogorino 
is unveiling its new fro-

zen yogurt selection now 
served in 3 sizes - Piccolo, 
Medio and Grande, start-
ing from 99 pesos only. Yo-

gorino’s menu empowers 
its guests to unleash their 
creativity by creating their 
own masterpieces with a 
wide-range of topping se-

lections, from fresh fruits, 
crunches, cake bars, pop-

ping boba, syrups to mag-

ic shells. Customers will 
definitely enjoy a fully be-

spoke experience as they 
are personally served by 
a Yogorista, who meticu-

lously prepares their hand-

crafted designed Yogorino 
right in front of their eyes.
   A Golden Indulgence

 Get ready to ex-

perience frozen yogurt like 
never before! Yogorino 
adds a touch of luxury to 
its already irresistibly de-

licious frozen yogurt with 
the introduction of Gold 
Leaf topping. This deca-

dent new topping features 
generous flakes of edible 
gold leaf, shimmering atop 
your Yogorino favorites. 
The gold leaf, known for 
its subtle sweetness and 
luxurious aesthetic, adds 
a touch of opulence to 
your Yogorino creations, 
making every bite a truly 
special experience.
 So whether you 
are craving for a refresh-

ing treat or looking for a 
guilt-free indulgence, Yo-

gorino invites you to join 
the celebration. With each 
spoonful, you’ll taste the 
passion, craftsmanship 
and tradition that have 
made Yogorino a beloved 
Frozen Yogurt brand 
worldwide.
 Frozen Yogurt 

lovers can get in on the fun 
by sharing their own ad-lib 
on Tiktok about how
they celebrate life’s mo-

ments with Yogorino. Just 
use hashtag #MyYogori-
no #YogorinoEveryday 
and tag @YogorinoPH for 
a chance to be featured 
on the brand’s channel. 
Here’s to more years of 
deliciousness together!
 For more infor-
mation about the Yogorino 
Anniversary promotions 

and activities, follow Yo-

gorino social media plat-
forms @ YogorinoPH on 
Facebook, Instagram and 
Tiktok.
 So what are you 
waiting for, visit Yogorino 
at SM Center San Pedro!

 On the last series 
of PAFF distribution, the 
Provincial Government of 

Cavite drove to the City of 
Bacoor to extend the aide 
for the affected fisherfolk 
and families on October 
23, 2024.
 Cavite Board 
Members Abeng Remul-
la and Ram Revilla were 
present, assuring the Ba-

cooreños of the constant 

support from PGC. More 
so, BM Remulla gave an 
update on the on-going 
and future initiatives of the 
provincial government to 
elevate the welfare of the 
people.
 The act of sol-
idarity and coordination 
in Cavite amplified as the 
program concluded suc-

cesfully. - J. Reyes

From Page 1CASH...

2024.
 LANDBANK also 
encourages its customers 
to maximize the use of its 
digital banking channels, 
such as the LANDBANK 
MBA, iAccess, weAccess, 
Link.BizPortal, and Elec-

tronic Modified Disburse-

ment System (eMDS), to 
safely complete banking 
transactions. 
 ABOUT LAND-

BANK

 LANDBANK is 
the largest development 
financial institution in the 
Philippines promoting fi-
nancial inclusion, digital 
transformation, and sus-
tainable national devel-
opment. Present in all 82 
provinces in the country, 
the Bank is committed to 
provide accessible and 
responsive financial solu-
tions to empower Filipinos 
from countryside to coun-
trywide.

From Page 3LANDBANK..

Cayetano urges 
Senate to ensure 
no Filipino is left 
behind in 2025 
budget delibera-
tions
 Senator Alan 
Peter Cayetano on Tues-

day emphasized the need 
for a national budget that 
reflects a shared com-

mitment to uplift even the 
most marginalized com-

munities to ensure an in-

clusive and equitable allo-

cation of resources.
 This call comes 
as the Senate prepares 
to discuss the proposed 
2025 national budget this 
week, a crucial step that 
will determine the govern-

ment’s financial priorities 
and how it addresses the 
country’s most pressing 
needs.
 “Kung ano ang 
ating itatanim, iyan din 
ang ating aanihin,” Cay-

etano said, underscoring 
the long-term impact of 
government spending on 
Filipinos’ daily lives. 
 “We need a na-

tional budget that leaves 
no Filipino behind. Walang 
iwanan dapat,” he added.
 Cayetano said 
the budget should reflect 
the government’s role as a 
“second parent,” stepping 
in to equalize opportuni-
ties for all, particularly for 

those at the margins of so-

ciety.
 “All of us live in 
a country where your last 
name and where you were 
born matters. This is why 
the government is here as 
second parents to try to 
equalize opportunities,” he 
said.
 For Cayetano, 
the Senate’s duty is to en-

sure that public funds go 
to the people and sectors 
most in need, from educa-

tion and healthcare to job 
creation.
 During the Sen-

ate session on November 

5, 2024, Senator Joel Vil-
lanueva, former Secretary 
of the Technical Educa-

tion and Skills Develop-

ment Authority (TESDA), 
expressed his gratitude 
to Cayetano, chair of the 
Higher, Technical, and Vo-

cational Education Com-

mittee, for his support in 
advancing technical edu-

cation and assessing the 
competencies of senior 

high school (K-12) gradu-

ates.
 “Sa TESDA po, 
tayo po ay nagsulong ng 
mga dagdag pondo sa 
iba’t iabng programa. Ilan 
po dito y’ung pagtitibay 
natin sa close to 500 mil-
lion na assessment sa 

atin pong mga senior high 
school o K-12 graduates. 
Ito po ang naging resul-
ta ng diskusyon natin sa 
EDCOM II (Second Con-

gressional Commission on 
Education). Salamat kay 
Commissioner Alan Peter 

Cayetano na kasama na-

tin sa EDCOM II,” he said.
 Earlier this year, 
Cayetano also made an 
appeal to the Develop-

ment Budget Coordination 
Committee (DBCC) to en-

sure the efficient allocation 
of the 2025 national bud-

get, particularly around 
the potential risks of online 
gambling, the country’s 
foreign loan strategy, and 
the need for increased 
housing aid. 
 C a y e t a n o 

stressed that investing in 
the 2025 budget is essen-

tial to enhancing the wel-
fare of every Filipino and 
ensuring a brighter future 
for all.
 “We owe it to 
every Filipino to invest in 
their welfare and secure 
a future that everyone can 
look forward to,” he said. 
PR

GSIS launches new loan
program for members

 The Government 
Service Insurance Sys-

tem (GSIS) launches the 
Multi-Purpose Loan (MPL) 
Lite program to help its 
members quickly bridge or 
cover unexpected expens-

es and temporary budget 
gaps, the GSIS said.
 The MPL Lite, 
tailored specifically to 
support members, offers 
accessible financing that 
ranges from ₱5,000 to 
₱50,000 (multiple of five) 
with flexible repayment 
terms of six, 12, 18 or 24 
months.
 It has a compet-
itive interest rates of 6% 
or 7%, based on years 
of service. It includes a 

one-time loan redemption 
insurance fully deducted 
upfront without fees for 
early repayment and with-

out service fee for those 
who have active MPL Flex. 
MPL Lite is available in the 
GSIS Touch mobile app, 
which simplifies the appli-
cation process.
 “As we reaf-
firm our commitment to 
deliver meaningful and 
significant products and 
services to our members, 

the GSIS has developed 
this program to provide 
accessible and affordable 
financial solutions that 

aim to honor their contri-
butions. With e-crediting, 
hassle-free way to access 
funds and streamlined 
application process, gov-

ernment workers have a 
safe and reliable financial 
option at their fingertips,” 
GSIS President and Gen-

eral Manager Wick Veloso 
said.
 Once approved, 
funds are credited within 
three days.
 If any member 
requires assistance in us-

ing the GSIS Touch mo-

bile app, the GSIS dedi-
cated customer service is 

available to assist 24/7. 
Please call the GSIS Con-

tact Center at 8847-4747 
(Metro Manila) or 1-800-
8-847-4747 (Globe and 
TM subscribers) or 1-800-
10-847-4747 (Smart, Sun, 
and TNT subscribers).
 For more infor-
mation about the MPL Lite 
program and other GSIS’ 
product offerings, please 
visit the GSIS website at 
www.gsis.gov.ph , follow 
the GSIS Facebook page 
(@GSIS.PH), email gsis-

cares@gsis.gov.ph or 
contact the numbers pro-

vided in the website. PR

Agimat Partylist Cong. 
Bryan Revilla, BM Ram 
Revilla, BM Edwin Malvar 
ang pakikiisa sa BJMP.
 Ang Pamaha-

laang Lungsod ng Bacoor 
ay nakikiisa sa magadang 
serbisyo na ibinibigay ng 
BJMP Bacoor sa lahat ng 
mga Persons Deprived of 

Liberty (PDL) na kanilang 
pinangangalagaan.
 Sa mensahe ni 
Vice Mayor Rowena b. 
Mendiola binigyan diin 
niya ang kagandahan at 
kalinisan ng BJMP Bacoor 
lalo na ang pangangasiwa 
ng mga opisyal ng BJMP.
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From Bamboo To
Brilliance: The

Heartwarming story 
of Parol making in 

Las Piñas
 Along the road of Diego Cera Avenue in 
Las Piñas City, is a glamorous place full of alluring 
lights that twinkle with various colors that capti-
vate the eye and can only be seen every Christ-
mas period.
 A place where artistry and passion meet 
to craft a beautiful star-shaped Christmas decor 
called “parol.” The city owes the locals a big one, 
as they are highly considered the Parol Capital of 
NCR as a result of their well-crafted creations.
 Las Piñas City became the community 
of parol makers, especially near the famous Bam-

boo Organ that was built in 1824, where bamboo 
plants reside.
 Bamboo trees are known for their tough-

ness; which can withstand weather phenomena 
from gentle winds to intense storms.
 The industry of parol making has also 
changed over time, from bamboo sticks and “Pa-

pel de Japon” (Japanese paper) to Capiz shell, 
fiberglass, abaca, and even cellophane to display 
a wonderful view of the skyline every holiday sea-

son.
 Nowadays, Christmas lanterns feature 
a variety of shapes, sizes, colors, and designs. 
Still, the traditional way of parol making has been 
maintained, particularly in the historic side of Las 
Piñas.
 Parol making has been a part of the ev-

eryday life of Edmond San Pedro continues to lift 
his family legacy in the parol making industry.
 His a 53-year-old parol maker who 
chose to support his family at the age of 17. For 
him, he learned the skill in crafting Christmas lan-

terns through experiences, as parol making is part 
of the city tradition.
 He added that the parol making busi-
ness will continue from generation to generation 
and can no longer be restrained, as they want to 
spread happiness, mostly to people who traveled 
just to buy their creations.
 One of their customers Raymond, who 
lives  from Tanza, Cavite, tried to visit the famous 
place of parol making because it was highly rec-

ommended by his fellow Caviteño, and because 
he consideres parol as a star that gives hope to 
the people.
 The City of Las Piñas continues to trea-

sure its legacy in creativity and innovation, with 
the tradition becoming the annual reminder of the 
city’s strong cultural heritage, not just for local 
celebrations but also documented in the history 
books and by travelers eager to discover its vi-
brant history.
 KEVIN GOROSPE
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EDITORYAL: The better way to mourn
 Monday November 4 was declared a Day of 
National Mourning for those who perished from the 
onslaught of severe tropical storm Kristine nearly two 
weeks ago. This was made official by Proclamation 
728, signed October 30 by Executive Secretary Lu-

cas Bersamin.
 As of that date, the National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Council reported that 
Kristine affected a total of 1,79 million families or 
more than 7 million individuals, One hundred thir-
ty-nine people lost their lives.
 The national flag was flown at half-mast 
from sunrise to sunset on all government buildings 
and installations across the country and abroad.
 The observance expressed the nation’s 
oneness and commisseration with those who lost 
loved ones as Kristine battered parts of the country.
 The storm unleashed, as well, Filipinos’ 
bayanihan spirit as many extended help to compa-

triots in whatever way they could. Unfortunately, the 
crisis also afforded a platform for opportunists and 
scammers to engage in their nefarious activities. And 
because elections are a few months away, some 
thought it fitting to flaunt their so-called generous 
spirits by handing out money – and the unspoken 
ties that come with this assistance – to those strand-

ed in their homes or on their roofs.

 But there are more ways to mourn, if we 
were truly sincere in honoring the dead.
 We should go back to the causes of the di-
saster outside of the often, and rightfully, blamed cli-
mate change. For instance, we should get to the root 
of the personalities who initiate and enable econom-

ic activities that prove damaging to the environment. 
We should look into the billions of pesos allotted for 
projects intended to prevent exactly these tragedies 
and why they failed to accomplish their purpose as 
expected. We should be informed about how public 
funds are spent and where accountability lies.
 Most importantly, we should remember the 
names and faces who milked the tragedy for their 
selfish gains. For these politicians, survivors are not 
humans deserving of a secure and safe way to live; 
they are just voters.
 We mourn those who perished, yes, but we 
also mourn our failure to learn in terms of holding 
leaders accountable for their failure. We mourn the 
tragedy of how a handout masquerades as genuine 
concern for the plight of the vulnerable.
 We mourn, yes, but we must also acknowl-
edge that we can turn this collective grief into action 
that makes the scale of death and devastation grow 
smaller in the long run.

Aboitiz... From Page 1

ern Mindanao by boosting 
connectivity and tourism,” 
said Cosette V. Canilao, 
AIC President and Chief 
Executive Officer.
 “Laguindingan is 
the gateway to Northern 
Mindanao, and a good air-
port will mean a broader 
business base for Lagu-

indingan and Misamis Ori-
ental. We are more than 
ready to take Laguindingan 
International Airport to new 
heights,” Canilao added.
 Laguindingan In-

ternational Airport is the 
first successful airport 
public-private partnership 
project awarded via unso-

licited bid under the current 
administration.
 Renovations & ex-

pansions

 Under the P12.75 
billion concession agree-

ment signed in Malacañan 
Palace last October 28, 
2024 by Canilao, Depart-
ment of Transportation Sec-

retary Jaime J. Bautista, 
and Civil Aviation Authority 
of the Philippines Director 
General Captain Manuel 

Antonio L. Tamayo, AIC will 
undertake the development 
and modernization of Lagu-

indingan International Air-
port over a 30-year period 
after the official turnover in 
April 2025.
 This includes 
renovating and expanding 
the passenger terminal, in-

stalling modern equipment, 
and enhancing airside and 
landside facilities. These 
improvements aim to sig-

nificantly enhance pas-

senger experience, boost 
operational efficiency, and 
elevate safety and security 
standards at the airport.
 “We see potential 
in international flights and 
want to work closely with 
the airlines in realizing this 
dream. We will also work 
closely with our tourism 
stakeholders to see how we 
can further market the of-
ferings of Misamis Oriental 
and develop a longer-term 
roadmap. Further, we want 
to work closely with local 
and international stake-

holders to induce a collab-

orative and conducive envi-
ronment for investors,” AIC 
Vice President and Head 
of Airports Business Rafael 
M. Aboitiz said.
 Meanwhile, ex-

pansion plans will be un-

dertaken in two phases, 
increasing Laguindingan 

International Airport’s de-

sign capacity from the cur-
rent 1.6 mppa to 3.9 mppa 
for the first phase and up 
to 6.3 mppa for the second 
phase, depending on traffic 
demand.
 Building transfor-
mative airport ecosystems

 Laguindingan In-

ternational Airport aligns 
with AIC’s vision to devel-
op transformative infra-

structure ecosystems that 
strengthen the Philippines’ 
connectivity, leveraging the 
Aboitiz Group’s expertise 
in infrastructure and tech-

nology to drive sustainable 
growth.
 “The progress we 
see today directly results 
from a government that fo-

cuses on what really mat-
ters. We believe the gov-

ernment’s role is to regulate 
and ensure the best solu-

tions are in place to serve 

the public — and we in the 
private sector are here to do 
our part in helping achieve 
that both operationally and 
financially,” said Sabin M. 
Aboitiz, Aboitiz Group Pres-

ident & CEO. 
Laguindingan Internation-

al Airport, the country’s 
sixth-busiest airport and 
Mindanao’s second-bus-

iest gateway after Davao 
City’s Francisco Bangoy 
International Airport, will be 
the latest addition to AIC’s 
growing airports portfo-

lio and marks a significant 
milestone in AIC’s strategic 
expansion in the aviation 
sector.
 “For most trav-

elers, airports provide a 
glimpse of what awaits 
them at their destination; it 
is an experience of its own. 
Air travel is already a chal-
lenge, but it is now up to us 
to offer seamless service so 
that our visitors will feel the 
warmth and the welcoming 
nature of Filipinos,” Presi-
dent Ferdinand R. Marcos, 
Jr. said in his speech at the 
ceremony.
 “This vision can 
only be realized through our 
united efforts and stead-

fast commitment to work 
together to work hand in 
hand. With that, this admin-

istration extends our grati-
tude to the supportive and 
visionary partners in the 
private sector, particularly 

Aboitiz InfraCapital, Inc.,” 
President Marcos, Jr. add-

ed.
 AIC is known for 
operating the award-win-

ning Mactan-Cebu Interna-

tional Airport (MCIA), which 
has set new benchmarks 
for airport operations in the 
Philippines and whose Ter-
minal 2 recently received 
a prestigious 4-star rating 
from globally renowned avi-
ation consultancy Skytrax.
 Earlier this year, 
MCIA unveiled several key 
best practices, including 
the Silent Airport plan, seen 
to mitigate noise pollution 
and foster a serene atmo-

sphere for travelers; the 
operation of Bridge-Mount-
ed Equipment consisting 
of fixed-power units and 
pre-conditioned air units 

services that cut fuel costs 
and reduce carbon emis-

sions; and Cebu Connect, 
MCIA’s airport transfer ser-
vice designed to facilitate 
efficient and seamless in-

ter-airport transfers, giving 
travelers a more convenient 

travel and enjoyable experi-
ence.
 MCIA also re-

cently partnered with Air-
ports Council International 
Asia-Pacific & Middle East 
to develop a comprehen-

sive framework of environ-

mentally sustainable initia-

tives to achieve MCIA’s Net 
Zero emissions goals.
 ###

 About Aboitiz In-

fraCapital

 Aboitiz InfraCap-

ital, Inc., the infrastructure 
arm of the Aboitiz Group, 
aims to build purpose-driv-

en infrastructure that spurs 
economic growth and im-

proves lives. It develops 
Economic Estates as well 
as Water, Digital Infrastruc-

ture, and Transport & Mo-

bility projects that enable 
businesses and uplift com-

munities.
 Aboitiz Infra-

Capital’s current business 
units include TARI Estate 
in Tarlac, LIMA Estate 
and LIMA Water Corpora-

tion in Batangas; Mactan 
Economic Zone 2 Estate, 
West Cebu Estate, and 
Mactan-Cebu International 
Airport in Cebu; Apo Agua 
Infrastructura, Inc. in Davao 
City, and Unity Digital Infra-
structure, Inc. It also holds 
the concession to upgrade, 
operate, and maintain 
Laguindingan International 
Airport in Misamis Oriental, 
the country’s sixth-busiest 
gateway.
 Aboitiz InfraCap-
ital also has a minority 
stake in Balibago Water-
works System, Inc., the 
fourth-largest private utili-
ties distributor in the coun-

try.

Pag-IBIG Fund’s assets breached P 1 trillion
 Pag-IBIG Fund 
reached new heights as 
the agency breached 
the P1-trillion mark in To-

tal Net Assets in August 
2024, reflecting a 14% 
growth versus September 
last year. The growth is 
largely driven by higher 
net revenues, increased 
member savings, and 
strategic management of 
its investment portfolios, 

top officials announced.
 “We have just 
celebrated the National 
Shelter Month and we are 
proud to share that Pag-
IBIG Fund has breached 
the P1-trillion mark in as-

sets. This serves as a tes-

tament to our commitment 

of fulfilling our mandate. 
Not only can we assure 
that our members’ fund is 
prudently managed, it also 
means that we are ready 
and able to finance our 
Filipino workers’ dream 
of home ownership. This 
remains consistent with 
the directive of President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. 
to provide quality and ac-

cessible social benefits 
to our countrymen,” said 
Secretary Jose Rizalino 
L. Acuzar of the Depart-
ment of Human Settle-

ments and Urban Devel-
opment (DHSUD), who 
serves as chairperson of 
the 11-member Pag-IBIG 
Fund Board of Trustees.
 As of the end of 
September 2024, Pag-
IBIG Fund’s fiscal perfor-
mance continues to grow, 
recording a Total Net As-

sets of P1.02 trillion – a 
P125.74 billion increase 
compared to September 
last year. The agency’s 

gross income reached 
P62.09 billion, while net 
revenues amounted to 
P39.54 billion – higher by 
17% compared to P33.66 
billion in September 2023.
 Member savings 
as of the third quarter of 
2024 amounted to P98.72 
billion, an increase of 48% 
from P66.73 billion collect-
ed within the same period 
last year. This double-digit 
growth was due to the in-

crease in both the Pag-
IBIG Regular Savings and 
Pag-IBIG MP2 Savings.
 Buoyed by the 
implementation of the 
Maximum Fund Sala-

ry(MFS) increase early 
this year, total collections 
for the Pag-IBIG Regu-

lar Savings amounted to 
P49.86 billion as of Sep-

tember 2024, while MP2 
voluntary savers remitted 
P48.86 billion collectively, 
a year-on-year increase of 

58% and 39%, respective-

ly.
 The agency also 
reported a net unrealized 
gain of P320 million, a 
reversal from the P2.28 
billion net unrealized loss 
in September 2023. This 
movement is attributed to 
improved market valua-

tions of investments mea-

sured at fair value through 
other comprehensive in-

come, further strengthen-

ing the agency’s financial 
position.
 Pag-IBIG Fund 
Chief Executive Officer 
Marilene C. Acosta re-

marked that members will 
benefit the most from the 
agency’s strong perfor-
mance.
 “Ang panalo po 

dito ay ating mga miyem-

bro. With our strong fis-

cal standing, we continue 
to provide our members 
with the best benefits and 
programs, to help them 
prepare and secure a 
better future, not just for 

themselves, but also for 
their families. They are as-

sured that the money that 
they entrust with us is not 
just well accounted for but 
continues to grow. We re-

main steadfast in our com-

mitment to help improve 
the lives of the Filipino 
workers,” Acosta said.
 Acosta empha-

sized that the growth in 
Pag-IBIG Savings does 
not only translate to avail-

able funds for the mem-

bers but also helps the 
Philippine economy grow.
 “As a money mul-
tiplier, every P100 saved 
by members and employ-

ers in Pag-IBIG Fund can 
potentially help generate 
P1,800 in the economy 
through future loans and 
infusion of cash into the 
economy. Of course, this 

can be easily achieved if 
our members and part-
ner-developers continue to 
avail of our housing loan, 
development loan, and 
cash loan programs. For 
those whose loans have 
already been approved, 
on-time repayment is also 

important so that we can 
continue the financial cy-

cle. In the end, whatever 
revenues that Pag-IBIG 
generates, it will still ben-

efit our members through 
the crediting of dividends,” 
she added. Aside from 
showcasing proper fiscal 
management through its 
exponential growth in as-

sets and revenues, the 
Commission on Audit also 
rendered an unmodified 
opinion on the fairness of 
the presentation of Pag-
IBIG Fund’s 2023 financial 
statements, in accordance 
with applicable financial 
reporting frameworks. It is 
the 12th consecutive un-

qualified/unmodified opin-

ion, which the Fund has 
received from the commis-

sion, since 2012.

LANDBANK offers support for calamity-hit sectors
 Land Bank of the 
Philippines (LANDBANK) 
has announced the avail-
ability of immediate finan-

cial assistance to busi-

nesses and individuals 
affected by Typhoon Kris-

tine, reinforcing its com-

mitment to helping rebuild 
communities and restore 
economic activity in hardly 
hit areas.

 Under the LAND-

BANK CARES Plus (Com-

munity Assistance and 
REintegration Support 
Plus) Lending Program, 
various sectors—includ-

ing farmers, fishers, co-

operatives, micro, small, 

and medium enterprises 
(MSMEs), large corpora-

tions, and electric distribu-

tion utilities—can access 

financial aid to rebuild, 
restore operations, and 
recover from disaster-re-

lated losses.
 “ L A N D B A N K 
stands ready to provide 
accessible, responsive, 

and immediate financial 
assistance to sectors se-

verely impacted by the ty-

phoon. We are fully com-

mitted to doing our part in 
helping our kababayans 
and communities recover 
from this adversity while 
accelerating recovery ef-
forts,” said LANDBANK 
President and CEO Ly-

nette V. Ortiz.
 Eligible borrow-

ers can use the loans to 
cover essential expenses, 
such as working capital, 
capital expenditures, and 
the repair or acquisition of 
disaster-damaged equip-

ment, facilities and struc-

tures. Electric distribution 
utilities may also avail of 

short-term working capi-
tal to address increased 
generation and distribu-

tion costs following the ty-

phoon. 
 LANDBANK also 
offers the “EasyCash for 
Emergencies” feature for 
LANDBANK credit card-

holders, allowing them 
to convert their available 

credit limits into emergen-

cy cash with flexible re-

payment options of up to 

36 months.
 Eligible cardhold-

ers will receive an SMS 
and email from LAND-

BANK confirming their el-
igibility for the credit limit 
conversion. Customers 
with available credit limit 
may also reach out to the 
Bank to request for cash 
conversion. The funds will 
be credited to their LAND-

BANK deposit account 
upon validation of their ap-

plication.
 For employees of 
government agencies and 
companies with LAND-

BANK payroll services, 
the Electronic Salary Loan 
(eSL) offers quick access 
to funds. Eligible borrow-

ers may apply for the eSL 
by contacting their HR De-

partment or visiting their 
LANDBANK servicing 
branch.
 Existing eSL bor-
rowers may also apply for 
early renewal if they have 
completed at least one 
month of paid amortiza-

tion. LANDBANK is waiv-

ing the servicing fee for 
eSL applications from 28 
October to 31 December 

cont. on Page 2
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SM CITY BACOOR, SM CITY MOLINO,
AND SM CENTER IMUS LITS UP THE SEASON

 The holiday season has officially begun in 
Cavite as SM City Bacoor, SM City Molino, and SM Cen-

ter Imus simultaneously launched their Christmas cele-

brations, bringing joy and festive cheer to shoppers and 
families. Last October, the three malls transformed into 
Santa’s magical world, complete with dazzling lights, gi-
ant Christmas trees, and festive decorations. The launch 
event featured live performances, including caroling, 
dance numbers, and special appearances by beloved 
Christmas characters.

 Santa & Friends’ Holiday at SM City Bacoor

 The holiday magic begins as SM City Bacoor 
unveil and lits up it’s enchanting ‘Santa and Friends’ 
Christmas Centerpiece. This festive display features a 
majestic 30ft Christmas Tree, adorable life-sized elves, 
and huge presents, bringing joy and holiday cheer to 
all shoppers. Special guests from Gov. PF Espiritu El-
ementary School in Bacoor were also present and were 
thrilled to receive SM Bears of Joy.

 Santa’s Holiday Magic at SM City Molino

 The magic of Christmas has officially arrived at 
SM City Molino as Santa’s Holiday Magic beautifully lits 
at the mall’s Event Center, bringing more festivity with its 
25ft tall Christmas tree and Giant Santa. This year, chil-
dren from the Malipay Community joined in the celebra-

tion and shared in the spirit of giving as they cheerfully 
received their Bears of Joy. The event was made even 
more special with happy and festive performances by 
the Raz Singing Cherubim.

 Santa’s Gift Hub at SM Center Imus

 SM Center Imus transformed into a holiday ha-

ven with its Santa’s Gift Hub, officially launched with a 
tree lighting ceremony at the Mall Plaza. The mall of-
fered a one-stop gift shop, holiday workshops, and ex-

citing promotions. The Raz Singing Cherubim shared a 
wonderful rendition of Christmas carols to the shoppers 
and made the celebration merrier.
 Visit SM City Bacoor, SM City Molino, and SM 
Center Imus for a holly-jolly Christmas!

10 No-Fail Gift Ideas & Activities for Kids This Christmas
 Imagine the ex-

citement on your kid’s face 
when they unwrap a gift 
they’ve been dreaming of. 
The sparkle in their eyes, 
the joy in their laughter 
– it’s a feeling that’s truly 
priceless, don’t you think? 
The holiday season is 
the perfect time to create 
these magical moments 
for your loved ones. But 
with so many options out 
there, it can be tough to 
choose the perfect gift.
 Don’t worry, 
we’ve got you covered! 
We’ve curated a list of the 
hottest toys of 2024 and 
some unforgettable ex-

periences that will make 
this holiday season truly 
special. From the latest 

Toys

LEGO Harry Potter Hogwarts Icons Set

 Step into the wizarding world with this enchant-
ing LEGO set. Build iconic locations like Hogwarts Cas-

tle, the Quidditch pitch, and the Whomping Willow, and 
relive your favorite Harry Potter moments. With detailed 
minifigures and accessories, this set is a must-have for 
any Potterhead.

Kuromi Plush Toys

 The adorable and mischievous Kuromi has 
captured hearts worldwide. These plush toys are the 
perfect companions for cuddles, playtime, or just as a 
decorative piece. Available in various sizes and styles, 
there’s a Kuromi plush for everyone.

gadgets to thrilling adven-

tures, you’re sure to find 
something at SM Super-
malls. 
 Make sure to ex-

plore our dedicated sea-

sonal pages: 100 Days of 
Joy at SM – where you 
can watch one video a day 
that will make you feel the 
holiday spirit. Looking for 
even more festive inspi-

ration? Head over to our 
Merriest Christmas at SM 
page to learn all about the 
magical Christmas expe-

riences happening across 
all SM Malls.
 So, let’s dive in 
and discover the perfect 
gifts to make this holiday 
season one for the books!

Hot Wheels Ultimate Garage

 Unleash your inner speed demon with the Hot 
Wheels Ultimate Garage. This massive playset features 
multiple tracks, a stunt ramp, a parking garage, and 
more. With endless possibilities for racing, stunts, and 
imaginative play, this garage is a dream come true for 
any Hot Wheels enthusiast.

YCOO Ruffy Puppy Robot

 Looking for the perfect gift for your little ones 
this Christmas? The YCOO Ruffy Puppy Robot is a 
heartwarming and interactive companion that will bring 
joy and laughter to their holiday season—perfect if 
they’ve been bugging you for a new pet!

STEM Toys

 Spark your child’s creativity and problem-solv-

ing skills with STEM toys. From building blocks and 
magnetic tiles to coding robots and science experiment 
kits, STEM toys offer endless opportunities for learning 
and fun.

Experiences

Sky Ranch

 Soar to new heights at Sky Ranch! Enjoy 
thrilling rides like the Sky Drop, Viking Ship, and Ferris 
Wheel, or challenge your friends to a game of laser tag 
or arcade games. With locations in Tagaytay, Pampan-

ga, and Cebu, there’s a Sky Ranch adventure waiting for 
you.

Disney Store at SM Mall of Asia

 Step into a magical world at the Disney Store 
and find a treasure trove of Disney merchandise. From 
plush toys and apparel to collectibles and home decor, 
there’s something for every Disney fan!

Ekart North EDSA

 Looking for a fun and exciting activity for the 
whole family? Look no further than Ekart Raceway at SM 
North EDSA! This state-of-the-art indoor karting facility 
offers a thrilling experience for all ages.

Fantasy World at SM Fairview

 Experience a wonderland of fun at Fantasy 
World. Enjoy rides like the Bumper Cars and Carousel, 
or catch a live show. With something for everyone in the 
family, Fantasy World is a great destination for a day of 
fun and excitement.

Gootopi

 Unleash your creativity at Gootopia! With lo-

cations in different malls, there’s a Gootopia near you. 
Create your own slime, play with kinetic sand, or exper-
iment with other gooey materials. It’s a messy but fun 
experience that kids and adults will love.
 So, there you have it! From the hottest toys of 
2024 to unforgettable experiences, we’ve got you cov-

ered for the most magical holiday season yet. Remem-

ber, the best gifts are the ones that create lasting mem-

ories. So, whether you’re shopping for a child, a friend, 
or a loved one, choose a gift that will make their holiday 
season truly special.
 Have the Merriest Christmas Ever at SM Su-

permalls! With a wide variety of stores, exciting events, 
and festive decorations, SM Supermalls is the perfect 
place to find the perfect gifts and create unforgettable 
memories with your loved ones.
 For more information, log on to SM Supermalls’ 
Facebook page and Instagram.

DTI Rizal hones entreps on writing Business Plan

 Antipolo City, Philippines – October 30, 2024 
– The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) Rizal suc-
cessfully hosted a seminar/workshop titled “Writeshop 
on Business Plan Preparation,” aimed at empowering 
local entrepreneurs. The event, attended by 24 enthu-
siastic beneficiaries of the Champs Program, took place 
in the DTI Rizal Training Room and was facilitated by 
Business Counselor John Francis L. Sta. Rita.
 The workshop was energized by the welcome 
remarks of Provincial Director Ms. Cleotilde M. Duran, 
who emphasized the importance of solid business plan-

ning in today’s competitive 
market. Following her in-
spiring introduction, partic-
ipants were guided by the 
knowledgeable speaker 
Ms. Melanie Convento, 
Dean of the College of 
Business and Accountan-
cy at World Citi College 
Antipolo. Dean Convento 
shared valuable insights 
into the process and sig-
nificance of crafting a 
comprehensive business 
plan, providing attendees 
with practical tools and 
strategies.
 Throughout the 
workshop, participants 
engaged in lively dis-
cussions, sharing their 

personal business expe-
riences and applying the 
concepts presented by 
Dean Convento to their 
unique situations. The 
collaborative environment 
fostered a sense of com-
munity and support, with 
attendees gaining not only 
knowledge but also valu-
able networking opportu-
nities.
 The DTI Rizal 
remains committed to 
supporting local entrepre-
neurs through initiatives 
like the Champs Program, 
which aims to nurture 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) in the 
Province of Rizal.


