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METRO PACIFIC TOLLWAYS SOUTH & MAYNILAD 
JOIN HANDS TO PROVIDE RELIEF TO CAVITE 
FISHERFOLK AFFECTED BY OIL SPILL

(From left) Arlette V. Capistrano, VP for Communication and Stakeholder Man-

agement of MPT South; Raul L. Ignacio, President and General Manager, MPT 

South; (Center) Former Cavite Gover-nor Jonvic Remulla; Ramoncito S. Fernan-

dez, President and CEO, Maynilad; and Marie Antonette De Ocampo, SAVP and 

Head, Corporate Affairs and Communication, Maynilad.

Former Cavite Governor Jonvic Remulla (Center) received the deed of donation 

from Arlette V. Capistrano, VP for Communication and Stakeholder Management 

of MPT South (left), and Raul L. Ignacio, President and General Manager, MPT 

South (right).

Sacks of rice donated by MPT South and Maynilad

 MPT South Cor-

poration, the conces-

sionaire of Manila-Cavite 

Expressway (CAVITEX) 

and Cavi-te-Laguna Ex-

pressway (CALAX), in 

partnership with Maynilad 

Water Services, Inc., has 

donated half a million pe-

sos worth of rice to aid the 

local fisherfolk of Cavite, 
who have been severely 

affected by both the recent 
oil spill and the devasta-

tion brought by Typhoon 

Carina. The relief effort 
was officially handed over 
to former Governor Jonvic 

C. Remulla, benefiting the 
coastal communities of 

Cavite City, Bacoor City, 

and the municipalities of 

Noveleta, Rosario, Kawit, 

Tanza, Naic, Maragondon, 

and Ternate. 

 The disaster, 

triggered by the MT Ter-

annova oil spill—which re-

leased 1.4 million liters of 

industri-al fuel into the wa-

ters—coincided with the 

wrath of Typhoon Carina, 

leaving Cavite’s coastal 

ar-eas devastated. Fish-

erfolk, whose livelihoods 
depend on the health of 

these waters, have been 

hit hardest, struggling to 

recover from the com-

pounded crises. 

 “We understand 

the crucial role fisherfolk 
play in sustaining both the 

livelihoods of Caviteños 

and the province’s food 

supply, said MPT South 

President and General 

Manager, Raul L. Ignacio. 

“The devastation they face 

during calamities not only 

disrupts their way of life 

but also the larger agri-

cultural ecosystem. Our 

donation aims to provide 

immediate relief while ig-

niting hope for re-covery 

in the hearts of these com-

munities.” 

 Joining the initia-

tive was Maynilad Pres-

ident Ramon S. Fernan-

dez, who reinforced the 

urgency of supporting the 

affected fisherfolk during 
this challenging time. 

MPT South is a subsidiary 

of Metro Pacific Tollways 
Corporation (MPTC). 

Aside from CAVITEX 

and CALAX, MPTC also 

holds domestic conces-

sion rights for North Lu-

zon Expressway (NLEX), 

Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex-

pressway (SCTEX), NLEX 

Connector and Cebu-Cor-

dova Link Express-way 
(CCLEX). PR

CMDI inaugurated another 
facility in Lubao, Pampanga

The ribbon cutting ceremony led by CARD MRI 

Founder and Chairman Emeritus Dr. Jaime Aris-

totle Alip marks the opening of CMDI Pampanga 

Facility, a significant milestone in the journey of 
progress of CMDI and CMPMI.

 C A R D - M R I 

Development Institute, 

Inc. (CMDI), the training 

institute of CARD MRI, 

officially opened its fa-

cility in Ruthay’s Place 

Lubao, Pampanga on 

June 22, 2024.

 “The opening 

of this new facility signi-

fies CMDI’s commitment 
to extending its training 

services to more CARD 

MRI staff, clients, and 
external stakeholders. 
We continue to provide 

exceptional enhance-

ment courses and en-

terprise development 

trainings to help devel-

op and improve their 

current skills and prac-

tices,” said CARD MRI 

Founder and Chairman 

Emeritus Dr. Jaime Aris-

totle Alip.

 Dr. Alip empha-

sized, “We continue to 

offer opportunities for the 
community of learners to 

invest in its future and pro-

vide a safe and welcom-

ing environment to hone 

knowledge and skills. Our 
goal is to foster growth in 

our facilities, a conducive 

place where we can devel-

op future leaders and suc-

cessful business owners.”

 Present at the in-

auguration are CARD MRI 

Property Management 

(CMPMI) President Maida 

Decano, CMDI President  

Dr. Edzel A. Ramos, with 

the CARD MRI advisers, 

key officers and clients. 
 The CMDI Lubao 

facility is located at Jose 

Abad Santos Avenue, Lu-

bao, Pampanga. 

 The opening of 

this CMDI Pampanga 

facility is an addition to 

its existing campuses 

in Bay and San Pablo 

City in Laguna, Pasay in 

National Capital Region, 

Baguio in Ben-quet, 

Tagum City in Davao del 

Norte, and Buenavista in 

Agusan del Norte.

 CMDI is ded-

icated to providing ex-

ceptional practitioner-led 

training and education 

ser-vices to create com-

petent and dedicated 

individuals who can 

empower, and uplift so-

ci-oeconomically chal-

lenged families. Since 

its establishment in 

2000, CMDI has been 

instrumental in pro-

ducing passionate and 

skilled men and women 
who manage and lead 

various institutions and 

enterprises.

 The opening of 

their new training facility 

demonstrates CMDI’s 

continuous efforts to-
wards providing acces-

sible and quality educa-

tion, fostering growth in 

communities across the 

Philippines. PR

AGRI PARTY-LIST SEEKS 
RE-ELECTION, 
COMMITS 
CONTINUED 
SUPPORT
FOR AGRI,
VULNERABLE SECTORS
DOST CALABARZON’s iSTART 
Project Innovation and Local 

Economic Growth in Tanay

Cayetano: FIVB hosting 
brings
‘win-win’
opportunities
for the Philippines

Cavite Immunization 
Summit

LCPCng 
Gumagalaw 
2024: 
advocating 
for children’s 
rights across Cavite
 The Provincial Council for the Protection of Children (PCPC) - Cavite 
spearheaded the LCPCng Gumagalaw program from September 19 to October 1, 
2024, covering city and municipalities across the province, including Cavite City, 

cont. on Page 2

Governor Athena Tolentino sworn in as Cavite 
Chief Executive

DTI-Laguna CoNducts 
Livelihood Orientation

Seminar 
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 Focusing on the single object of the raisin is 
meant to bring the participant’s mind to the present, 
to what is right in front of them. We may be used to 
raisins, and not used to tak-ing time to actually notice 
them.
 When you follow these instructions and take 
notice, it is much easier to focus on what is in front 
of you. If your mind does wander, that is natural too. 
Gently guide it back to the exercise.
 2. The Body Scan
Another popular exercise for practitioners of mindful-
ness is called the Body Scan. It re-quires very little in 
the way of props or tools, and it is also easily acces-
sible for most be-ginners.
 • Step 1: the Body Scan begins with the par-
ticipants lying on their backs with their palms facing 
up and their feet falling slightly apart. This exercise 
can also be done sitting on a comfortable chair with 
feet resting on the floor;
 • Step 2: the facilitator then asks the partic-
ipants to lie very still for the duration of the exercise, 
and move with awareness if it becomes necessary to 
adjust their position;
 • Step 3: next, the facilitator begins guiding 
the Body Scan. Participants begin by bringing aware-
ness to the breath, noticing the rhythm, the experi-
ence of breathing in and expel-ling out. The facilitator 
explains that nobody should try to change the way 
they are breathing but rather just hold gentle aware-
ness on the breath;
 • Step 4: next, the facilitator guides atten-
tion to the body: how it feels, the texture of clothing 
against the skin, the contours of the surface on which 
the body is resting, the temperature of the body and 
the environment;
 • Step 5: the facilitator guides awareness to 
the parts of the body that are tingling, sore, or feeling 
particularly heavy or light, s/he asks the participants 
to note any areas of their body where they don’t feel 
any sensations at all or are hypersensitive.
 A typical Body Scan runs through each part 
of the body, paying special attention to the way each 
area feels. The scan usually moves systematically 
through the body, e.g. starting at the feet and moving 
upwards as follows:
 • Toes of both feet;
 • The rest of the feet (top, bottom, ankle);
 • Lower legs;
 • Knees;
 • Thighs;
 • Pelvic region (buttocks, tailbone, pelvic 
bone, genitals);
 • Abdomen;
 • Chest;
 • Lower back;
 • Upper back (back ribs & shoulder blades);
 • Hands (fingers, palms, backs, wrists);
 • Arms (lower, elbows, upper);
 • Neck;
 • Face and head (jaw, mouth, nose, cheeks, 
ears, eyes, forehead, scalp, back and top of the 
head);
 • The “blowhole” (Fleming & Kocovski, 
2007).
 After the Body Scan is complete and the 
participants feel ready to come back to the room, they 
can slowly open their eyes and move naturally to a 
comfortable sitting position.
 Now that you have a firmer understanding of 
the Body Scan, listen to this mindful body scan script.

           Continuation next week
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Noveleta, Ternate, Rosa-
rio, Silang, Amadeo, Kaw-
it, General Mariano Alva-
rez (GMA), and Naic. The 
activity aimed to provide 
technical assistance to 
Local Councils for the Pro-
tection of Children (LCPC) 
while advocating for chil-
dren’s rights and empha-
sizing the importance of 
active council participa-
tion.
 The advocacy 
focused on the four essen-
tial categories of children’s 
rights: survival, devel-
op-ment, protection, and 
participation. LCPC mem-
bers were guided through 
discussions on how to fur-
ther promote these rights 
in their local government 
initiatives. The event also 

 SAN PABLO 

CITY, Laguna (PIA) — 

The Bureau of Internal 

Revenue (BIR), covering 

Laguna, Quezon, and 

Marinduque (LaQueMar), 

has vowed to intensify its 

efforts against tax evaders 
and private firms that vio-

late the national tax code.

 During the Phil-

ippine Information Agen-

cy Calabarzon’s Kapihan 

sa Bagong Pilipinas, BIR 

Region 9B OIC-Regional 

Director Atty. Dante E. Tan 

highlighted the bureau’s 

‘Oplan Kandado’ and ‘Run 

After Tax Evaders’ pro-

grams.

 Tan empha-

sized that through the 

strengthened ‘Oplan Kan-

dado’ program, BIR Re-

gion 9B has generated 

₱113,658,187.35 from the 
closure of 32 private firms 
that committed violations 

against the tax code.

 The Oplan Kan-

dado is an enforcement 

program under which the 

BIR imposes administra-

tive sanctions such as 

suspension and tempo-

rary business closures for 

non-compliance with tax 

requirements.

 Tan added that 

the bureau continues to 

file charges against tax 
evaders who have com-

mitted tax fraud through 

the Run After Tax Evaders 

program.

 “The Run After 

Tax Evaders program is a 

BIR initiative where we file 
charges against tax evad-

ers. If we find significant 
tax fraud or large-scale vi-

olations, we file a tax case 
through our legal division,” 

Tan explained.

 He also shared 
that their office has al-
ready filed 24 charges 
against tax evaders found 

to have breached the na-

tional tax code.

 Tan said BIR 

Region 9B continues to 

conduct regular tax com-

pliance verification drives 
and tax mapping to moni-

tor the compliance of com-

mercial establishments in 

the region. Through tax 

mapping, Tan said BIR ex-

aminers visit businesses 

to verify their adherence to 

current tax laws.

 The BIR director 

also urged business own-

ers to fulfill their tax obli-
gations and comply with 

the national tax code to 

contribute to the country’s 

development.

 “I appeal to our 

beloved citizens, especial-

ly our business owners, to 

pay the correct taxes on 

time so that we can con-

tribute to the progress of 

our nation as we move to-

ward a Bagong Pilipinas,” 

Tan stated. (FC, PIA4A)

From Page 1BIR...

highlighted the critical role 
that LCPCs play in en-
suring that the needs and 
voices of children are pri-
oritized in community gov-
ernance.
 Ms. Roxanne 
Vicedo and Ms. Rey Ann 
Avilla from the Depart-
ment of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG) 
Cavite, along with Ms. 
Jessie Rose Cruto from 
the Office of Provincial So-
cial Welfare and Develop-
ment Office (OPSWDO), 
served as resource per-
sons for the activity. Their 
expertise gave partici-
pants invaluable insights 
into strengthening their 
councils and fostering col-
laboration within their local 
communities.

From Page 1LCPCng...

 “Sa Suporta sa 
Agrikultura, Panalo ang 
Masa.”
 This was 
stressed by AGRI Par-
ty-list as it filed its Certifi-
cate of Candidacy (CoC) 
for reelection with its ad-
vocacy on protecting the 
rights and livelihood of 
farmers, fisherfolk, and 
other local food producers 
and continuing its fight for 
job security and improved 
healthcare in the country.
 During the last 
day of filing, the party-list’s 
Secretary General Er-
nanie Calica lodged its 
Certificate of Nomination 
and Acceptance (CONA) 
for the 2025 Elections.
 “Marami na tay-
ong napagtagumpayan sa 
laban para sa agrikultura 
pero marami pang hamon 
ang dapat tugunan. Patu-
loy nating isusulong ang 
pangangailangan ng ating 
mga magsasaka, mang-
ingisda, at iba pa nating 
agricultural workers na 
silang pinagmumulan ng 
pagkain sa hapag-kainan 
ng bawat pamilyang Pili-
pino,” said Cong. Wilbert 
“Manoy” Lee, AGRI’s Rep-
resentative this 19th Con-
gress who filed his CoC for 
Senator for the next elec-
tions.
 AGRI Party-list 
maintains its commitment 
to elevate the country’s 
agriculture sector to allevi-
ate high food prices.
 “Kapag naprotek-

tahan natin ang kabu-
hayan ng ating mga mag-
sasaka, mangingisda at 
local food producers na 
itinuturing natin na ‘food 
security soldiers’, kapag 
tiniyak natin ang kanil-
ang kita, ma-e-enggan-
yo silang pataasin ang 
ani, dadami ang supply, 
at bababa ang presyo 
sa merkado. Panalo ang 
sambayanang Pilipino,” 
Lee said.
 This 19th Con-
gress, AGRI Party-list 
principally authored land-
mark legislations such as 
Republic Act No. 11953 or 
the “New Agrarian Eman-
cipation Act”, RA 11985 or 
“Philippine Salt Industry 
Development Act,” and 
the recently enacted RA 
12022 or the “Anti-Agricul-
tural Economic Sabotage 
Act”.
 Currently, AGRI 
is persistently pushing for 
the passage of  “Cheaper 
Rice Act,” “Post-harvest 
Facilities Act,” “Kadiwa 
Agri-Food Terminal Act” 
to protect the livelihood 
of farmers and fisherfolk 
and provide long-term 
solutions to rising prices of 
food.
 “Sama-sama nat-
ing pagtibayin ang ating 
mga napagtagumpayan. 
Ituloy natin ang laban para 
sa mas maunlad na agri-
kultura, at para sa patas 
at mapagmalasakit na li-
punan,” AGRI stated. PR

AGRI... From Page 1

Governor... From Page 1

 In a solemn cer-
emony attended by family, 
friends, and fellow public 
servants, Governor Ath-
ena Bryana D. Tolentino 
officially took her oath as 
the new Chief Executive 
of the Province of Cavite 
on October 8, 2024, at the 
Hall of Justice in the Legis-
lative Building in Tagaytay 
City. She was sworn into 
office by Judge Racquel 
V. Aspiras-Sanchez, to-
gether with Vice Governor 
Shernan S. Jaro.
 A c c o m p a n i e d 
and supported by Tagay-
tay City Mayor Abraham 
Tolentino, Vice Mayor 
Agnes Tolentino, 8th Dis-
trict representative Aniela 
Bianca Tolentino, Aizack 
Brent Tolentino, their fam-
ilies and fellow public ser-

vants, Governor Tolentino 
and Vice Governor Jaro 
pledged to continue the 
initiatives launched by 
former Governor Jonvic 
C. Remulla following his 
appointment as the Secre-
tary of the Department of 
the Interior and Local Gov-
ernment. They expressed 
their commitment to serve 
with compassion, determi-
nation, and effective lead-
ership to foster a progres-
sive and brighter future for 
the province. 
 Governor Tolen-
tino’s appointment marks 
another historic spot in 
the political landscape 
of Cavite, being the first 
female Governor of the 
province and the youngest 
to hold the position at just 
twenty-five years old. - J. 
Reyes

Profriends Partners With
University Of St. La Salle In Iloilo

L-R (top) Renz Anthony Cañete, Richard Tay, Tiffany Khia, Gerome Choa
L-R (seated) Erlaster Sotto, Jocelyn Guzman, Guillermo Choa, Br. Joaquin

Severino Martinez FSC, Minnie Chua

 Property Compa-
ny of Friends, Inc. (Prof-
riends), the property and 
township development 
subsidiary of Maplec-
rest Group Inc. (MGI), 
and University of St. La 
Salle (USLS) recently 
signed the Memorandum 
of Agreement and Deeds 
of Donation for its part-
nership in the province 
of Iloilo. This partnership 
is a commitment to the 
shared mission of trans-
forming lives with MGI’s 
mission to uplift the life of 
the common man and the 
Lasallian mission of teach-
ing minds, touching hearts 
and transforming lives.
 Profriends start-
ed its communities in Iloilo 
in 2007 with Parc Regency 
Residences and Monticel-
lo Villas, both located in 
Pavia. Since then, families 

in the said communities 
grew and the increase in 
population contributed to 
the growth of the town. 
Pavia has become viable 
to further development 
and progress with various 
locators entering to cater 
to the growing needs of 
the increasing population 
in the area.

 The partnership 
paved way for University 
of St. La Salle to establish 
its 2nd school in Region 
6, since its foundation 
in Bacolod city in 1952. 
A central feature of the 
Profriends mixed-used 
development in Pavia, it 
is poised for stronger ac-
ademe-industry linkages 

opening opportunities of 

excellent and holistic La-

sallian education for future 

residents and locators. 

This is a milestone for the 

University as it expands 
the Lasallian education 

mission in the province of 

Iloilo and Panay Island. 

PR

 TANAY, RIZAL 
(September 12, 2024) 
— The Department of 
Science and Technology 
(DOST) team was com-
posed of Ms. Niña Sherylle 
S. Giron, Supervising Sci-
ence Research Specialist 
(SRS) of DOST Provincial 
Science and Technology 
Office (PSTO) Rizal, Ms. 
Jennefer Jeazon Medina, 
SRS II of PSTO Rizal, 
Mr. Raphael San Antonio, 
SRS I of PSTO Rizal, and 
Mr. Patrick Isaiah Abarra, 
iSTART Project Focal and 
Project Technical Assistant 
of DOST-CALABARZON. 
DOST-CALABARZON 
presented the iSTART 
Project to Hon. Rafael 
A. Tanjuatco, Municipal 
Mayor of the Local Gov-
ernment Unit (LGU) Tanay 
along with the representa-
tives from various depart-
ments (including the Ad-
min, Agri, Budget, Human 
Resources, Legal, MDRR-
MO, MENRO, MPDO, 
Planning, and Secretary) 
of LGU Tanay. The meet-
ing took place at the 3rd 
floor, Municipal Hall, Brgy. 
Plaza Aldea, Tanay, Rizal. 
DOST CALABARZON 
launched the “Innovation, 
Science, and Technology 
for Accelerating Regional 
Technology-Based Devel-
opment” (iSTART) project, 
a groundbreaking initia-
tive designed to integrate 
science, technology, and 
innovation (STI) into local 
development plans. By 
aligning STI with the Com-
prehensive Development 
Plan (CDP) and Compre-
hensive Land Use Plan 
(CLUP), iSTART aims to 
fortify Tanay’s develop-
ment efforts by identifying 
key gaps and incorporat-
ing relevant technological 
solutions.
 Mr. Abarra pro-

vided an in-depth over-
view of the iSTART 
project, highlighting its 
background, pilot sites, 
and technical aspects. He 
explained how iSTART 
seamlessly integrates 
with CDP/CLUP through 
a well-defined opera-
tional framework and the 
DOST’s Implementation 
Model of SSCP. Mr. Abar-
ra also shared valuable 
insights from the Region-
al Stakeholder Analysis, 
where various agencies 
presented their STI plans, 
programs, and activities. 
Finally, he outlined the 
next steps for LGU Tan-
ay should they choose to 
participate in the iSTART 
Project, emphasizing that 
DOST will cover the work-
shop series, including 
the resource speaker(s), 
while the LGU will be re-
sponsible for providing 
the venue and meals. And 
to maximize the meeting, 
Mr. Abarra also played an 
AVP on DOST-CALABAR-
ZON’s Infosystems (in-
cluding DARIUS, TRACE, 
HRMIS, QMIS, PIMS).
 Mayor Tanjuatco 
expressed keen interest 
in conducting the iSTART 
workshops and request-
ed a copy of the Memo-
randum of Agreement for 
review by their Secretary 
and Planning Officers. Ms. 
Giron informed the LGU 
that DOST-CALABAR-

ZON and DOST PSTO 

Rizal would await further 

instructions from their re-

spective Office Heads be-

fore proceeding with the 

next project implementa-

tion activities. Finally, the 

DOST team concluded 

the iSTART presentation 

meeting with a group pho-

to alongside the LGU Tan-

ay team. PR

DOST... From Page 1

SSS sets record high 2.4M new members in H1 2024
 Social Security 

System (SSS) President 

and Chief Executive Of-

ficer Rolando Ledesma 
Maca-saet today said that 

SSS is on track for a re-

cord-setting year in terms 

of registering new mem-

bers after it hit 2.4 million 

new registrants in July 

2024.

 In a press brief-

ing, Macasaet reported 

that the number of new 

SSS members from Janu-

ary to July 2024 surged by 

165 percent to 2.4 million 
from 923,000 new mem-

bers recorded in the same 

period last year.

 Macasaet said 

that in previous years, 

SSS usually averaged 

around one million new 

members annually. But for 

this year, he challenged 

SSS officials and employ-

ees to target two million 

new SSS registrants for 

2024.

 “SSS took the 
challenge and even went 

the extra mile. In the first 
six months, we hit our 

year’s target of two million 

new members, a posi-

tive result of our massive 

membership and cover-

age drives throughout the 

country,” Macasaet said.

 Macasaet under-

scored that this milestone 

reflects SSS’ commitment 
to expand its membership 

and reach all working Fili-
pinos.

 “The implications 

of this record membership 

are profound because it 

means more Filipinos will 

have access to a com-

prehensive set of social 

security benefits from 
SSS. The social security 

protection offered by SSS 
can help safeguard the 

financial well-being of Fil-
ipino families, par-ticularly 

during times of uncertain-

ty,” Macasaet added.

 SSS Executive 

Vice President for Branch 

Operations Sector Voltaire 

P. Agas reported that the 

highest number of new 

members came from pri-

or registrants, totaling 1.2 

million. Prior regis-trants 

are individuals who al-

ready have SS numbers 

but have not yet been 

reported as covered em-

ployees or self-employed 

members.

 “We observed 

a significant increase in 
new self-employed mem-

bers, which surged by 273 
per-cent—from 112,000 in 

2023 to 419,000 in 2024. 
Additionally, the number 

of new OFW members 

more than doubled, rising 

to 10,300 in 2024 from just 

over 5,000 last year,” Agas 
explained.

 Data showed 

that Luzon recorded the 

highest number of new 

members, with more than 

882,000. The National 
Capital Region (NCR) 

came in second with over 

693,000 new enrollees. 
Mindanao and Visayas 

followed with 436,000 
and 417,000, respectively. 

Meanwhile, over 10,000 

new members came from 

international operations.

 Nationwide Reg-

istration Day enrollees 

reached 26K
 Agas said one of 

SSS’ initiatives to expand 

membership is the Nation-

wide Registration Day on 

July 15.
 “In a single day, 

SSS successfully regis-

tered more than 26,000 
new members in the SSS 

e-services booth set up in 

the activity centers of part-

ner malls and establish-

ments.

 Agas explained 

that during the activity, 

SSS urged all working 
Filipinos to become SSS 

mem-bers so they could 

access social security 

benefits in times of need.
 Aside from new 

registrants, Agas said the 

SSS e-services booth 

served 54,000 members 
in their SSS transactions, 

such as creating their 

My.SSS account, resetting 

their My.SSS login cre-

den-tials, updating mem-

ber records, disbursement 

account enrolment, gener-

ating Payment Refer-ence 

Number (PRN), and filing 
their salary and benefit 
claims applications.

 Road to 5M new 
members by year-end

 Macasaet ex-

pressed optimism that 

SSS could reach four to 

five million new members 
by the end of 2024, add-

ing, “SSS will sustain this 

growth trajectory in the 

coming months as we aim 

for a historic peak in new 
member registrations.”

 “Halfway through 
the year, we already hit 

our year’s target. But 

SSS won’t stop there. We 

re-main steadfast in our 

mission to further broad-

en our membership base 

and cover all Filipinos in 

the workforce,” Macasaet 
said.

 Macasaet con-

cluded that SSS will ex-

plore innovative strategies 

to promote social securi-

ty awareness and instill 

among fellow Filipinos the 

value of acquiring SSS 

membership. PR
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PAGONG KUNG UMUSAD
 Ang sistemang nabubulok ay tambak ng 
lumang makinarya, kaya’t kahit ang sistematikong 
hakbang ay sadyang napabagal. Kahit gaano kahi-
rap ang buhay, nagagawang malagpasan ito, ngunit 
mas pinapahirap pa ng ating sariling sistema. Hindi 
natin maitatangi na ang proseso sa Pilipinas ay na-
pakatagal kumpara sa ibang bansa. Halimbawa, sa 
kalusugan, kapag tayo’y nagpa-check-up, sa susu-
nod na linggo pa makukuha ang resulta, na nagig-
ing sanhi ng labis na pag-aalala sa mga pasyente.
 Kaya’t hindi nakapagtataka na kahit ang 
ating kababayan na si Willie Ong, isang beteranong 
doktor, ay mas piniling magtungo sa ibang bansa 
upang magpagamot. Hindi lamang ang sistema 
sa kalusugan ang sadyang mabagal sa bansa; 
matagal ding umusad ang hustisya. Katulad ng 
patong-patong na mga alegasyon na umiikot kay 
Apollo Quiboloy, na may-ari ng SMNI, na ngayon 
lamang naisa-publiko matapos ang ilang taon. Ga-
nun din ang kaso ng isang batang aktor na matapos 
samantalahan ng dalawang kontratista ng sikat na 
istasyon ng telebisyon. Ilang buwan na ang lumip-
as, ngunit ito ay patuloy pa ring hindi nabibigyan ng 
hustisya.
 Katulad ng ating National ID na sobrang 
tagal, hindi malaman kung kailan dadating. Ang la-
hat ng ito ay nagiging sanhi ng labis na frustrasyon 
sa mga mamamayan at nagdudulot ng pagdududa 
sa kakayahan ng ating mga institusyon na tugunan 
ang mga pangangailangan ng bayan.

3

the Philippines is “ironclad,” we must also build up a 
credible deterrence posture on our own.
 The goal of military modernization is to de-
velop a credible defense posture at this time. We 
need to acquire advanced assets such as fighter jets, 
submarines and missile systems to protect our terri-
torial integrity.
 While long-standing military ties ensure the 
United States is a key supplier, the Philippines has 
broadened defense procurement to nations such as 
India, Israel, Poland, South Korea, and Turkey. The 
recent exhibition featured new companies, with oth-
er participating nations, including Britain, France and 
Japan.
 A significant development along this line is 
that in 2022, the Philippines purchased a $375-mil-
lion BrahMos anti-ship missile system, and the firm is 
now offering a ship-mounted version.
 State-run Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI), 
which had earlier supplied advanced surveillance 
capabilities, including electro-optic systems, is also 
ready to provide reconnaissance aircraft and coastal 
radar equipment.
 The Philippines is also evaluating offers for 
40 multirole fighter aircraft. Sweden’s Saab, which 
builds Gripen jets, is widely considered a contend-
er. The company has vowed to deliver effective and 
cost-efficient air power to the Philippines.
 Modernizing our forces will take time due to 
the resources needed. But we must explore all possi-
bilities and engage with reliable defense enterprises 
and select the best systems for our specific needs.
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 How serious is the Philippine government in 
modernizing its military?
 Very much so, it would appear, amid rising 
tension between the Philippines and China in the 
West Philippine Sea.
 As a matter of fact, the government recently 
organized an exhibition where global defense con-
tractors—a total of 291 firms—put their advanced 
military technology and weapons systems on display. 
This is part of the Philippine effort to proceed with a 
multi-billion-dollar program to modernize our military.
 That the Philippines is an emerging market 
for the defense industry is clear. The International 
Development and Security Cooperation think-tank 
believes so: “Our strategic issues with China have 
caught the attention of defense firms, and the exhib-
it demonstrates support from like-minded nations, 
many of whom are our partners and allies.”
 The government has allocated $35 billion, 
spread over the next decade, as it faces increased 
aggressive actions by Beijing on sea and air over 
contested areas in the vital sealane.
 Buying advanced military hardware and 
technology will complement the Marcos administra-
tion’s stepped-up security partnerships with other 
friendly countries, such as Japan and Australia, to 
boost the country’s capability to defend its territorial 
and maritime claims in the South China Sea.
 We have the 1951 Mutual Defense Treaty 
with the United States where we vowed to come to 
each other’s defense in case of an armed attack by 
a third country. While the US government has time 
and again said that its commitment to help defend 

PhilHealth, UNICEF launch benefit package to address severe 
malnutrition in children

 MANILA – The 
Philippine Health Insur-
ance Corporation (Phil-
Health), with support from 
the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund or UNICEF, 
has launched the first-ever 
Severe Acute Malnutrition 
Outpatient Therapeutic 
Care Benefit Package in 
the Philippines and global-
ly.
 This ground-
breaking initiative puts 
lifesaving treatment with-
in reach of the country’s 
most vulnerable children. 
For the first time, the 
country’s national health 
insurance system includes 
compre-hensive support 
for children suffering from 
severe wasting and other 
life threatening forms of 
acute malnutrition.
 The SAM bene-
fit package offers medical 
support to help children 
0-60 months recover from 
severe malnutrition.
 Severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) is one 
of the most critical global 
health concerns affect-
ing 14.3 million children 
worldwide, yet only a 
small percentage receive 
the necessary treatment. 
In the Philippines, where 
one in three children faces 
the triple burden of mal-
nutrition—undernutrition 
(stunting and wasting), 
micronutrient deficien-
cies, and overnutrition 
(overweight and obesi-
ty)—nearly 600,000 chil-
dren suffer from wasting. 
In regions like Bangsam-
oro Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao, the 
wasting rate reaches 10 
percent, double the na-
tional average.
 SAM is the most 
dangerous form of under-

nutrition and can leave 
children extremely thin, 
weak, and unable to fight 
off infections. Without 
early identification and 
immediate intervention, 
SAM can quickly lead to 
death, or even if the child 
survives, it can lead to 
stunting later on. Children 
with SAM have very low 
weight-for-height, a very 
low mid-upper arm cir-
cumference, or suffer from 
nutritional oedema. Fami-
lies and caregivers whose 
children have SAM should 
visit their local health cen-
ters to access this free 
benefit package.
 The SAM bene-
fit package is available in 
health centers and prima-
ry care facilities across the 
country to ensure that life-
saving treatment and care 
reach those in most need.
 What the benefit 
package means for chil-
dren and families
 Through the ben-
efit package, families with 
children suffering from 
SAM will receive treatment 
services worth ₱7,500 for 
children 0-6 months old 
and ₱17,000 for children 
6-60 months old. This 
financial support helps 
relieve families from the 
burden of added treatment 
costs.
 The treatment 
package provides medi-
cal care and ready-to-use 
therapeutic foods, which 
help restore weight and 
treat the underlying infec-
tions affecting children with 
severe acute malnutrition. 
Families are also support-
ed with ongoing counsel-
ing from health profes-
sionals, who guide them 
in proper infant and young 
child feeding and hygiene 

practices to prevent the 
reoccurrence of malnutri-
tion. Regular follow-ups 
through home visits help 

monitor each child’s prog-
ress, especially those who 
are not responding well to 
treatment or struggling to 
thrive. Moreover, referrals 
to inpatient care are avail-
able for children with med-
ical complications and re-
quiring more special-ized 
care.
 “These packages 
are PhilHealth’s support 
to the government’s effort 
to fight malnutrition in the 
country. With these, we 
may help reduce the de-
velopmental and medical 
impacts of malnutrition 
to the children and their 
families that will lead to a 
healthier Philippines,” said 
PhilHealth President and 
CEO Emmanuel R. Ledes-

ma Jr. 
 Working together 
for every child
 PhilHealth and 
UNICEF encourage health 
providers and parents to 
take full advantage of this 
package. As the first line of 
defense in the fight against 
child malnutrition, primary 
care health workers have 
the power to save lives 
by ensuring that children 
in their care are identified 
early and receive the ap-
propriate treatment they 
need for SAM.
 “Every child, 
whoever they are and 
wherever they live, has 
the right to a healthy 
start in life, and no family 
should be held back by 

financial barriers when it 
comes to life saving treat-
ment to overcome malnu-
trition,” said Oyunsaikhan 
Dendevnorov, UNICEF 
Representative to the Phil-
ip-pines. “Through a na-
tional health insurance, we 
can make sure every child 
is identified early and has 
free access to the care 
they need. We are giving 
them a real chance at a 
healthy and pro-ductive 
future.”
 For more infor-
mation, visit this page or 
view resources on man-
aging severe malnutrition. 
Families may also contact 
their local health center or 
call PhilHealth’s hotline at 
(02) 8662-2588.

Ayala Corporation signs $200 million 
credit facility with Metrobank

L-R: Marilen Trinidad, FVP - Head of Large Corporates Division 2 of Metrobank 

Mayet Caparas, EVP - Head of Institutional Banking Sector of Metrobank. Ayala 

Corporation Chief Finance Officer Albert de Larrazabal and Ayala Corporation 
Treasurer Estelito Biacora. Ayala Corpora-

tion (Ayala) has secured 

a senior long-term loan 

facility amounting to $200 

million from Metropolitan 

Bank & Trust Co. (Metro-

bank), marking another 
milestone in a relationship 

that has spanned more 

than three decades.

 The loan facility 

supports Ayala’s strategic 

financing initiatives for its 
ongoing commitments and 

investments in emerging 

portfolios, namely, tech-

nology and payments, 

health, logistics and mobil-

ity.

 The deal was 

signed on September 16, 

2024, by Ayala Corpora-

tion’s Chief Finance Offi-

cer Alberto de Larrazabal, 

Ayala Corporation Trea-

surer Estelito Biacora, 

Metrobank Head of Insti-
tu-tional Banking Sector 
Mary Mylene Caparas, 

and Metrobank Head of 
Large Corporates Maria 

Elena Trinidad.

 “We have always 

been a proud partner of 

Ayala Corp. because we 

share their mission of 

enabling individuals and 

businesses in the country. 

This deal is a testament 

of our decades long sup-

port to the Ayala Group’s 

growth aspirations of 

building businesses that 

transform industries, chal-

lenge the status quo, and 

bring innovations that con-

tribute to the Philippines’ 

social and economic de-

velopment goals, all while 

being a standard bearer 

for good corporate gover-

nance,” said Metrobank 

Mary Mylene Caparas, 

Metrobank Institutional 
Banking Sector Head.
Metrobank, one of the 
country’s largest and most 

trusted financial institu-

tions, has been a long-

standing financial partner 
of Ayala and its business 

units providing credit fa-

cilities for real-estate de-

velopments, renewable 

energy projects, and data 

centers.

 “This loan agree-

ment with Metrobank 
will support our efforts to 
sharpen our portfolio and 

allocate capital to clear 

business winners. We are 

glad to partner with Metro-

bank, an institution that 
has been working with us 
for over 30 years, support-
ing our purpose of building 

businesses that enable 

people to thrive” said Al-

bert de Larrazabal, Chief 

Finance Officer of Ayala 
Corporation.

 Senator Alan Pe-
ter Cayetano on Saturday 
pointed out that sports 
have the power to trans-
form a nation not only by 
fostering unity among sup-
porters but also by driving 
growth in tourism.
 “Hindi natin 

Cayetano...
dapat bale-walain na ang 
sports, lalo na kapag host-
ing, nakakapag-unite sa 
atin. We need events like 
this because win-win [situ-
ation] ito,” Cayetano, who 
serves as chair of the Lo-
cal Organizing Committee 
(LOC), said in a media in-

terview during the Drawing 
of Lots (DOL) for the FIVB 
Volleyball Men’s World 
Championship Philippines 
2025, which the country 
will single-host next year.
 “Ang daling sabi-
hin na hu‘wag gawin ito,’ 
but sports is something 
that we can really use for 
transformation,” he added.
 The senator, 
who is also the Chairman 
Emeritus of the Philippine 
National Volleyball Feder-
ation (PNVF), stressed the 
unifying power of sports 
events like the FIVB, es-
pecially as volleyball con-
tinues to grow in popularity 
in the country.
 “Volleyball is a 
community, it’s growing, 
and it’s a good seed. We 
honor God because there 
are communities that sup-
port all of these competi-
tions all around the world, 
and support not only the 
athletes but the people be-
hind the athletes,” he said.

 He also highlight-
ed the advantages of host-
ing international events, 
particularly the upcoming 
volleyball championship, 
which presents significant 
opportunities for the Phil-
ippines.
 “We’re hoping 
that this will give so much 
opportunities for the coun-
try because there are 
eight hundred million fans 
worldwide and ilang per-
cent diyan ang mahilig 
manuod ng live. So even 
sa tourism, kahit saan mo 
tingnan, ay win-win [situa-
tion tayo],” he said.
 As the country 
officially kicked off the 
countdown to the event, 
Cayetano urged interna-
tional fans to visit the Phil-
ippines and expressed his 
gratitude for their support 
of the sport.
 “On behalf of the 
Filipinos, you’re welcome 
to the Philippines, and 
thank you very much,” he 
said. PR
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anne Michelle Gonzales. 
Their attendance signified 
strong support for health 
initiatives in their respec-
tive municipalities.
 The summit con-
cluded with closing re-
marks from Dr. Nelson C. 

Soriano, Provincial Health 
Officer I, who expressed 
gratitude to all partici-
pants and reiterated the 
importance of sustained 
collaboration in achieving 
immunization goals for a 
healthier Cavite. – OPIO

GSIS allots P158 M in 
emergency loan for 
4 calamity-hit areas
 In Media Cen-
ter, Press Releases-
Tags calamity, emere-
gency loan, enteng
 The Govern-
ment Service Insurance 
System (GSIS) is allot-
ting nearly P158 million 
in emergency loan for 
its 5,777 active mem-
bers and pensioners re-
siding or working in four 
calamity-hit areas.
 In Mindanao, 
the towns of Pikit and 
Kabacan in Cotabato 
were hit by Typhoons 
Butchoy and Carina 
while Kabasalan, Zam-
boanga Sibugay was 
flooded due to heavy 
rainfall.
 Famy, Laguna 
was declared in a state 
of calamity after being 
struck by Severe Trop-
ical Storm Enteng.
 Members and 
pensioners with exist-
ing emergency loan 
balances may borrow 

up to P40,000 to enable 
them to pay their previ-
ous loans and receive a 
maximum net amount 
of P20,000. Those with-
out existing emergen-
cy loans may apply for 
P20,000. The loan fea-
tures a low interest rate 
of 6% per annum and a 
payment period of three 
years.
 To qualify for 
the emergency loan, 
active members must 
not be on unpaid leave, 
have no pending ad-
ministrative or legal 
cases, have no due and 
demandable loan, and 
have made at least six 
monthly premium pay-
ments before applying. 
Their net take-home 
pay should not be less 
than P5,000 as stipulat-
ed by the General Ap-
propriations Act.
 To be eligible 
for the loan, old-age 

cont. on Page 5
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Naganap ang lagdaan ng Memorandum ng Kasunduan 
ang Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino (KWF) at Cebu Nor-
mal University (CNU) sa Bulwagang Romualdez, Gu-
saling Watson, Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino para sa 
layunin ng pagtatatag ng Sentro ng Pagsasalin sa CNU. 
Mula sa kaliwa, Dr. Carmelita C. Abdurahman (KWF) Dr. 
Arthur P. Casanova (Tagapangulo, KWF) Dr. Daniel A. 
Ariaso Sr. (Pangulo, Cebu Normal University) Dr. Lita A. 
Bacalla (Direktor, Sentro ng Wika at Kultura/Sentro ng 

Pagsasalin sa CNU).

NO TRICKS, JUST TREATS
AT BATANGAS LAKELANDS THIS

HALLOWEEN

 Everyone is all in 
for treats this Halloween at 
the country’s premier ac-
tive-lifestyle park for out-
door adventure, sports, 
and entertainment activi-
ties, Batangas Lakelands.
 This October 
26, 2024, outdoor seek-

ers can wiggle to thrilling 
activities such as foam 
party, vin-tage car ride, 
magical movie marathon, 
and enjoy the trackless 
train. Be captivated by the 
performances of fire danc-
ers and live band for only 
P599.00.

 The Halloween 
spirit at Batangas Lake-
lands is matched with 
t-shirt and goodie bags all 
for FREE! 
 Maximize the 
time with your family and 
friends by indulging in a 
relaxing staycation 

at Holiday Inn and Suites 
Batangas Limapark.
 Make your res-
ervation NOW! Call our 
Landline: (02) 7623-9465 
or Mobile: 0917 852 7735 / 
0917 869 1619 or send us 
an email at tours@lake-
lands.com.ph.

Food Lane Accreditation, isinusulong ng 
DA-4A para sa mga biyahero ng rehiyon

 Isang makab-
uluhang talakayan ang 
naganap sa pagitan ng 
mga bagong aplikanteng 
biyahero ng mga pro-
duktong pang-agrikultura 
at pangisdaan, at mga 
katuwang na ahensya ng 
Food Lane Project (FLP) 
sa isinagawang oryenta-
syon na pinangunahan ng 
Department of Agriculture 
IV-CALABARZON (DA-
4A) Agribusiness and Mar-
keting Assistance Division 
(AMAD) noong ika-11 ng 
Setyembre sa Argosino 
Hall, Lipa Agricultural Re-
search and Experiment 
Station, Batangas.
 Ayon kay AMAD 
OIC-Chief G. Justine Vi-
vas, ang akreditasyon 
ay nagpapahintulot sa 
kaga-waran at mga katu-
wang na ahensya na mas 
epektibong matugunan 

ang pangangailangan ng 
mga biyahero ng CALA-
BARZON, na may layun-
ing masiguro ang ligtas 
na suplay ng produktong 
agrikultura at pangisdaan 
sa ilalim ng FLP.
 Ang pagtitipon 
ay nagbigay-daan upang 
mapalawig ang kaalaman 
ng mga dumalo hinggil sa 
mga alituntunin at prose-
so ng Food Lane Accred-
itation at batas-trapiko at 
kanilang mga karapatan 
sa bawat uri ng kalsada sa 
buong bansa.
 Nagsilbing tu-
lay ng komunikasyon 
sina Metro Manila Devel-
opment Authority Chief 
Inspectorate G. Miguel 
Panal; Department of Inte-
rior and Local Government 
Local Government Opera-
tions Officer III G. Matthew 
Galasinao, at Philippine 

National Police Police Ex-
ecutive Master Sergeant 
Lian Manalo.
 Bahagi rin ng 
aktibidad ang pagtalakay 
ng mga pamamaraan at 
patnubay upang mapabi-
lis ang proseso ng akred-
itasyon, na naglalayong 
suportahan ang kalakalan 
at transportasyon ng mga 
produkto sa iba’t ibang re-
hiyon.
 Ang mga dum-
along aplikante ay nag-
mula naman sa iba’t-ibang 
transport companies gaya 
ng Khaleesi Trucking 
Services, Reylen Rice 
Trading, MRZ Transport 
Services, Star Queen 
Truck-ing, at Cobb 
Vantress Philippines Inc. 
PR

Strengthened coconut industry eyed as over 700 farmers graduate from ATI 
CALABARZON’s School-on-the-Air program 

 SAN PABLO 

CITY, Laguna – After the 

10-week airing of lecture 
discussions, 729 coconut 

farmers across the re-

gion graduated from the 

“School-on-the-Air (SOA) 

on Good Agricultural Prac-

tices (GAP) for Coconut” 

of the Department of Agri-

culture - Agricultural Train-

ing Institute (DA-ATI) CAL-

ABARZON. 

 On Friday, Octo-

ber 4, graduating coconut 

farmers from 11 partici-

pating local government 

units (LGUs), guests, and 
key officials from partner 
agencies convened at San 

Pablo Multipurpose and 

Convention Center to cel-

ebrate the crucial role of 

coconut in providing lucra-

tive ventures and improv-

ing rural lives. 

Dubbed as “Masaganang 

Cocobuhayan: Radyo 

Eskwela sa Pagniniyu-

gan,” the program aims 

to train participants on ef-

fective and efficient coco-

nut farming strategies and 

ultimately strengthen the 

coconut industry in CAL-

ABARZON by highlighting 

its potential as a sustain-

able livelihood and innova-

tive enterprise for farmers.  

 “Marami po ka-

ming natutunan mula 

Episode 1 hanggang Ep-

isode 20. Talaga pong 

punong-puno ng karunun-

gan ang aming kaisipan 
at talaga pong ito’y aming 

pagyayamanin at amin 

pong iba-bahagi pa sa am-

ing mga kasamahan. Ang 
hiling ko lang po marami 
pa po tayong maturuan ng 

tamang pagtatanim, lalo  

na po ang mga kabata-

an  na susunod sa  amin,”  

said  in  his  impres-sion by  

Mr. Carlito Enriquez Jr., a 

graduate from Agoncillo, 

Batangas. 

 Meanwhile, Mr. 

Francisco Rubio, a suc-

cessful entrepreneur from 

Quezon and the found-

er of Green Life  Coco-

nut  Products  Philippines  

Inc.  (GreenLife),  served  

as  the  keynote  speak-

er—inspiring fellow  coco-

nut farmers and  farming 

enthusiasts to  continue 

innovating  coconut prod-

ucts and succeed in this 

venture.   Mr. Bibiano Con-

cibido, Jr. (PCA IV-A Re-

gional Manager III), Engr. 

Remelyn Recoter (ATI 

Director IV), Sen. Cynthia 

Villar (Chairperson of the 

Senate Committee on Ag-

riculture and Food), and 

Dr. Rolando Maningas 

(ATI CALABARZON Cen-

ter Director) also delivered 

a message of support for 

the completers.   

 The SOA pro-

gram aired 20 episodes 

from June 19 - August 23, 
2024, on partner radio sta-

tions 106.3 Radyo Natin 
Laguna, 92.7 Spirit FM In-

fanta, 102.5 Radyo Natin 
BonPen, and via YouTube 

channel and Facebook 
page of DA-ATI CALA-

BARZON.  This was participated by 11 local government 

units across the region, namely Magallanes, Cavite; 
Agoncillo,  Batangas;  Tanay,  Rizal;  Luisiana,  Magdale-

na,  and  San  Pablo  City  

in  Laguna;  and Atimonan, 
Mulanay, Padre Burgos, 

Gen, Nakar, and Real in 
Quezon.  Topics covered 

include Site Selection and 

Management, Field Lay-

out and Planting, Planting 

and Replanting  of  Dam-

aged  Palms,  Farm  Main-

tenance,  Farm  Diversi-

fication,  and  Harvesting  
and Postharvest Handling, 
based on the Philippine 

National Standard (PNS) 

Code of GAP for coconut.  

 The 20 episodes 

were delivered by radio 

teachers from a pool of 

coconut specialists and 

subject matter  specialists  

from  various  attached  

agencies  and  bureaus  

under  DA,  particularly  

the Philippine Coconut Au-

thority (PCA) IV-A.  In the 

course of the program, ATI 

CALABARZON admin-

istered various quizzes 

and tests to assess par-

ticipants’ knowledge and 
understanding.  Still un-

der the Coconut Farmers 

and Industry Development 

Plan (CFIDP) and in col-

laboration with the PCA IV-

A, this is the second time 

the ATI CALABARZON 

implemented the SOA pro-

gram dedicated to the co-

conut industry after its pilot 

implementation last year. 

PR

 On October 4, 
2024, the Cavite Immu-
nization Summit, spear-
headed by the Depart-
ment of Health - Center 
for Health Development 
(DOH CHD IV-A) in collab-
oration with the Office of 
the Provincial Health Offi-
cer (OPHO), took place at 
the Summit Ridge Hotel in 
Tagaytay City. The event 
brought together health 
leaders of city/municipal 
health offices of the prov-
ince, government officials, 
and experts to discuss crit-
ical strategies to enhance 
the province’s immuniza-
tion efforts.
 The summit 
opened with a warm wel-
come from Dr. Nonie 
John I. Dalisay, Provincial 
Health Of-ficer II, who 
emphasized the impor-
tance of working together 
to improve immunization 
coverage and ensure the 
well-being of Caviteños. 
Representing Cavite Gov-
ernor Jonvic Remulla, Pro-
vin-cial Administrator Alvin 
Mojica attended the event, 
underscoring the provin-
cial government’s commit-
ment to supporting health 
initiatives.
 Dr. Leda M. Her-
nandez, Assistant Region-
al Director of DOH CHD 
IV-A, delivered the key-

From Page 1Cavite...
note speech, stressing the 
need to accelerate the Na-
tional Immunization Pro-
gram (NIP) to protect vul-
nerable populations. She 
commended the province 
for its proactive approach 
to health care.
 The global per-
spective on immuniza-
tion was provided by Dr. 
Namrata Bhatta from the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO), who presented the 
Global Immunization Sit-
uationer, offering in-sights 
into current global trends 
and challenges in vaccine 
distribution. This was fol-
lowed by Mr. Devon Ray 
Pacial, Supervising Health 
Program Officer, who dis-
cussed the Philippine Im-
mun-ization Situationer 
and the NIP Acceleration 
Plan aimed at addressing 
immunization gaps in the 
country.
 Dr. Mark Nich-
olas O. Santos, Family 
Health Cluster Head of 
DOH CHD IV-A, presented 
the Regional Immunization 
Situationer, shedding light 
on Calabarzon’s progress 
and areas for im-prove-
ment. Dr. Nonie John I. 
Dalisay also provided an 
update on Cavite’s provin-
cial immuniza-tion status, 
highlighting ongoing ef-
forts to meet targets.

 Moreover, Mr. 
Christopher V. Bayle, 
Nurse V of DOH-CHD IV-
A, discussed the Status 
and Involvement of the 
National Immunization 
Program under the Seal of 
Good Local Governance 
(SGLG), emphasizing 
the role of governance in 
sustaining immunization 
efforts.
 An important 
segment of the summit 
included plenary discus-
sions on key topics such 
as governance and lead-
ership, improving service 
delivery and reaching 
immunization targets, 
and the use of data for 
effective decision-making. 
Likewise, local govern-
ment units (LGUs) of the 
City of Carmona, Tagay-
tay City, Mendez, and 
General Mariano Alvarez 
(GMA) shared their best 
prac-tices in implementing 
successful immunization 
programs.
 Among the local 
chief executives present 
were Mayor Dahlia Loyola 
of the City of Carmona, 
Mayor Lamberto Bambao 
of Ternate, Mayor Mari-
cel Torres of GMA, Mayor 
Jasmin Maligaya-Bau-
tista of Magallanes, and 
Rosario Vice Mayor Jo-
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 Calamba City, 
Laguna — The Calamba 
Manpower Development 
Center, in cooperation 
with the Department of 
Trade and Industry - La-
guna Provincial Office, 
Department of Labor and 
Employment, and Coop-
eratives and Livelihood 
Development Office of 
the City Government of 
Calamba, conducted a 
seminar last September 
16, 2024, which was at-
tended by 238 participants 
composed of trainees and 
graduates from courses in 
Bread and Pastry Produc-
tion Food and Beverage 
Services, Culinary Arts, 
Dressmaking, Welding, 
and RAC Servicing.
 The seminar ti-
tled “Livelihood Orienta-
tion Program” aimed to 
equip participants with 
essential skills and knowl-
edge.
 The program 
was hosted by Ms. Jo-
anna Marie M. Malihan. 
The first topic is on Busi-
ness Ideas, which was 
discussed by Mr. Rafael 
Yuan P. Gatdula, Nego-
syo Center Business 
Counselor of Pagsanjan. 
He discussed how one’s 
passion can be turned 
into an income-generating 
business and also provid-
ed various examples on 
which businesses the par-
ticipants can engaged to. 
Fol-lowing this, Mr. Syruz 

A. Reyes, Negosyo Cen-
ter Business Counselor of 
Cabuyao City, discussed 
the topic “Entrep Mind 
Setting”. He discussed 
the different stories, traits 
and qualities that an en-
trepreneur must have. 
He also shared steps on 
how entrepreneurs trans-
form ideas into profit. Mr. 
Dharrel A. Delos Reyes, 
Negosyo Center Business 
Counselor of Victoria, 
continued the program 
by discussing “Consumer 
Education”. He provided 
the participants the knowl-
edge on what are their 
rights as consumers, as 
well as their responsibili-
ties to the community and 
to the environment. The 
DTI Programs and Ser-
vices were discussed by 
Ms. Dianne M. Piamonte, 
Negosyo Center Business 
Counselor of Calauan. 
She discussed various 
programs and services the 
DTI offers which an indi-
vidual can enjoy once they 
decided to engage in busi-
ness. Ms. Alma R. Arenal, 
Negosyo Center Business 
Counselor of Calamba 
City, followed the discus-
sion with the topic “How 
to Start a Business”. She 
shared the step-by-step 
procedures on how an in-
dividu-al or a corporation 
can start a business. She 
also discussed what are 
the permits and other re-
quirements that must be 

acquired in starting a busi-
ness.
 In addition, Ms. 
Teresa Carreon of Coop-
eratives and Livelihood 
Development Office of 
Calamba shared other 
programs and services 
that their department of-
fers. Following this, Ms. 
Carla Ca-biles, Livelihood 
Development Specialist 
of DOLE discussed DOLE 
Livelihood Orientation 
Programs.
 The program 
concluded with positive 
feedback from attend-
ees, who expressed their 
satisfaction through the 
Client Satisfaction Form. 
The program was highly 
praised by trainees and 
graduates, who appreci-

ated the relevant and ac-
tionable information pro-
vided. The enthusiasm for 
the session was evident, 
with many participants 
expressing a strong in-
terest in future business 
engagement. They specif-
ically requested speakers 
for the remaining quar-
ters of the year, highlight-
ing the growing need for 
comprehensive business 
education and support 
from DTI-Laguna. This 
enthusiastic response has 
paved way to a sign of a 
continued commitment to 
professional devel-opment 
and underscores the valu-
able role of DTI-Laguna’s 
initiatives in fostering busi-
ness growth and success 
(SAReyes, DTI-Laguna).
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and disability pension-
ers must have a net 
monthly pension of at 
least 25% after deduct-
ing the loan amortiza-
tion.
 The application 
deadline in the Mind-
anao areas is on 15 
October 2024, while in 
Famy, Laguna, on 15 
December 2024.
 Eligible mem-
bers may apply online 
for the loan through 
the GSIS Touch mobile 
app.
 For more in-

formation about the 
emergency loan and 
application procedures, 
members are encour-
aged to visit the GSIS 
website at www.gsis.
gov.ph, follow the GSIS 
Facebook page (@gsis.
ph), email gsiscares@
gsis.gov.ph, or call the 
GSIS Contact Center 
at 8847 4747 (Metro 
Manila) or 1-800-8-847-
4747 (Globe and TM 
subscribers) or 1-800-
10-847-4747 (Smart, 
Sun, and TNT subscrib-
ers). PR
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