DOST u
Laurel,

skill women in
Batangas on

Tilapia, meat processing

The Department of Science and Technology

(DOST)-Batangas trained the women of Brgy. As-is
and Bugaan East, Laurel, Batangas on tilapia and
meat processing and basic food hygiene held at
Brgy. Bugaan East, Laurel, Batangas, May 21.

The training aimed to provide the women
with skills and knowledge in processing tapa, toci-

no, and tilapia nuggets. Through this initiative, the
DOST, in partnership with the Local Government
Unit of Laurel, Batangas (LGU-Laurel), hopes to em-
power women in rural communities, help them start
their own businesses, and contribute to the local
economy. In a study of LGU-Laurel’s social work
interns, it was found out that the women’s sector
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of the two barangays is unemployed and in need
of sustainable livelihood opportunities. Hence, this
training is a step towards addressing this issue and
improving the economic situation of women in rural
areas.

Product formulation, processing standards,
and packaging techniques were discussed during
the training to ensure that the participants had a
comprehensive understanding of the entire produc-
tion process. Storage conditions and proper han-
dling practices were also emphasized to maintain
the quality of the products. A session on basic food
hygiene practices was also included to emphasize
the importance of safety and sanitation in food pro-
cessing.

Experts from Batangas State University
- The National Engineering University, Dr. Marielli
Katherine C. Untalan, Mr. Nico John Abratique, Mr.
Mark Anthony C. Lat, and Ms. Ma. Jesukristina M.
Lumanglas served as the resource persons for the
training. According to them, processed meat and ti-
lapia products are profitable business ventures but
require strict adherence to quality control measures
and proper handling procedures to ensure consum-
er safety and satisfaction.

Ahalos lauds 1,028
SGLGB passers

Interior and Lo-
cal Government Secre-
tary Benhur Abalos on
Wednesday lauded the
1,028 outstanding ba-
rangays nationwide that
passed the first ever 2023
Seal of Good Local Gov-
ernance for Barangay
(SGLGB).
“Congratulations to the
1,028 barangays across
the country who respond-
ed to the call for excel-
lence in public service and
bagged the 2023 SGLGB.
Salamat sa pangunguna
ninyo sa pagtataas ng an-
tas ng paglilingkod-bayan
sa ating mga pamayanan,”
Abalos said.

He continued:
“Bahagi na kayo ng kas-
aysayan ng SGLGB bilang
mga kauna-unahang nabi-
gyan ng ganitong pagkila-
la.”

SGLGB is a per-
formance assessment and
recognition system de-
signed to distinguish ba-
rangays with outstanding
performance across vari-
ous governance areas.

The SGLGB as-
sessment covered 94.25
percent or 39,623 ba-
rangays nationwide, with
1,028 or 2.59 percent ba-
rangays hitting the strin-
gent qualifications and

achieving National Pass-
ers status.

Regions 1, 13,
and 8 led the regions with
the most SGLGB passers
with 135, 132, and 102 ba-
rangays, respectively.

The DILG shall
present the passers with a
Certificate of Recognition.

Provincial, city,
and municipal govern-
ments are encouraged to
give rewards or incentives
to their respective baran-
gay passers.

The 2023
SGLGB utilized the “3+1
principle” where prospec-
tive passers must adhere
to three core governance
areas, namely financial
administration and sus-
tainability; disaster pre-
paredness; and safety and
peace and order.

Barangays must
also pass at least one of
the essential governance
areas such as social pro-
tection and sensitivity;
business-friendliness and
competitiveness; and en-
vironmental management.

Meanwhile, Ab-
alos said he hopes that
more barangays will make
it to the passers list this
year following the initial
launch of the SGLGB in
2023. Dilg.gov

Pagpapalakas sa negosyo ng 17 FCAs, YFC
awardees, pinaigting ng DA-4A, Agribusiness
Investment Forum for Agripreneurs isinagawa

| sang porum
tungkol sa Agribusiness
Investment para sa mga
agripreneurs ang isinaga-
wa ng Department of Ag-
riculture V- Calabarzon
noong Abril 11-12, 2024
sa Cavite.
Pinangasiwaan
ang aktibidad ng Agribusi-
ness and Marketing As-
sistance Division (AMAD)
upang maasistehan ang
mga pinuno at myembro
ng labingpitong kalahok
na Farmers Cooperatives
and Associations (FCAs)
at Young Farmers Chal-
lenge (YFC) Program
Awardees sa pagpapal-

akas at pagpapaunlad ng
kanilang mga samahan sa
aspeto ng pagnenegosyo.

Binigyang diin ni
AMAD Chief Editha Salvo-
sa na ang porum ay isang
paraan ng ahensya upa-
ng makatulong na mag-
ing mas maayos pa ang
pamamahala ng kanilang
negosyo.

Ang dalawang
araw na aktibidad ay na-
katuon sa pagtalakay sa
mga programa at proyek-
to ng Kagawaran at mga
katuwang na ahensya na
layong tumugon sa kanil-
ang mga pangangailan-
gan batay sa estado at ka-

lagayan ng kanilang mga
samahan.

Naging tagapag-
salita ang mga represen-
tante mula sa Philippine
Center for Postharvest
Development and Mech-
anization, Department of
Science and Technology,
Agricultural Credit Policy
Council, Landbank of the
Philippines, Development
Bank of the Philippines,
Department of Trade and
Industry- Small Business
Corporation, Philippine
Crop Insurance Center, at
mga kawani mula sa ban-
ner programs ng ahensya.

Nagbahagi

rin ng kanilang kwento
ng tagumpay ang Cafe
Amadeo Development Co-
operative at Eggciting Egg
Products  Manufacturing
na nagsilbing ehemplo at
inspirasyon sa mga kala-
hok.

Nagpaabot
ng kagalakan si Reden
Terible, isa sa mga dum-
along YFC awardee sa
pagkakataong maibahagi
sa kanila ang mga pro-
grama ng mga ahensyang
maaari nilang lapitan para
sa gabay, tulong pinansyal
at mga interbensyong tu-
tulong sa kanilang pagne-
negosyo. PR
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MANILA - Senate

; W President Francis “Chiz”

| [ { Escudero said Thursday

] wy N | I ‘j that his first task as head
i of the Senate is to put the

PUBLISHINE house in order.

To attain this, Es-
cudero pledged to bridge
the gap among members
of the Senate who were
hurt during the recent
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“Nagtataka ako kung bakit may
tumutunog sa loob ng washing machine.
Nung una ay inakala kong barya lang
yung tumutunog. Pero ng itigil ko ang
washing machine upang usisain kung
anong bagay yung tumutunog, nagulat
ako sa aking nakita. Isang gintong kwin-
tas at singsing pala”, kwento ni Apple.

Si Apple o Julie Joy Ramirez sa
tunay na buhay, 38 taong gulang, at 9 na
buwan ng namamasukan bilang laban-
dera sa Len’s Laundry Hub. Residente
ng Brgy. Poblacion, Rosario Cavite. Ang
naturang laundry shop ay pag-aari ng
mag-asawang Marlyn at Bryan de Leon.
Bago pa man nagtrabaho si Apple sa
Len’s Laundry Hub ay galing na rin ito sa
kaparehong trabaho. Mahigit sampung
taon na rin itong nagtrabaho sa ibang
laundry shop.

Abala si Apple sa pagtitiklop ng
mga damit ng araw na iyon habang naki-

(xl\"l‘()\‘(; KWI\"I‘AS AT SINGSING, ISINAULI
SA TUNAY NA MAY-ARI \lA’l‘Al’()S \lAlSA\[A SA LABAHAN

PBBM touts Luzon Economic Corridor, RE sector, PH digitalization to investors’)

Escudero’s first order of
business: Put Senale In order

“Ang tingin
ko sa sarili ko imbis na
leader ay tulay para ma-
pag-abot ang magkaiba
at tila hindi nagtutugma
na mga pananaw, opin-
ion, at pangangailangan.
Ang trabaho para sa akin
ng bawat leader ay mait-
ulay at maitawid iyon
(I think of myself as a
bridge instead of a lead-
er to reach different and
seemingly incompatible
perspectives, opinions,
and needs. For me, the
job of every leader is to
bridge),” Escudero said
during the Kapihan sa
Senado.

He said his job
is to ensure the smooth
flow of the chamber that
he now presides over,
finish the task, and take
care of the institution
and its employees.

“Makalipas ang
panahon maghihilom
iyan at ang bawat isang
senador tatayong mala-
ya pa rin, hindi laban sa
administrasyon, hindi la-
ban sa kung sino

NG LABANDERA
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Ang ugat ay maaaring patuyuin sa araw

at gamitin sa panggagamot.
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ito sa apektadong balat.

Ang gulasiman ay isang karaniwang halaman
na tumutubo sa kahit na anong lugar sa bansa.
Ito’y itinuturing na damong ligaw. Ang halaman ay
maliit lamang at namumulaklak ng kulay dilaw. Sa
ibang lugar, ito ay ginagamit bilang pampalasa at
pansahog sa salad.

ANO ANG MGA SUSTANSYA AT KEMIKAL
NA MAAARING MAKUHA SA GULASIMAN?

Mayroong tannins, steroids, flavonoids,
saponins, at alkaloids ang halamang gulasiman.
May mataas din itong lebel ng I-norepinephrine.

May taglay iong sustansya gaya ng vitamins A,
B, B2, C, niacinamide, nicotinic acid, a-tocopherol,
at B-carotene. May mga mineral din ito gaya ng
calcium at iron. Mayroon pang fatty acids lalo na
ang omega-3. Bukod pa dito, makukuhanan pa ito

scored the critical impor-
tance of proper sanitation
practices in food produc-
tion to prevent contami-
nation and safeguard con-
sumer health.

Mr. Romel M. Fe-
lismino, a technical expert
# from the Institute of Food
Science and Technology
at the University of the
Philippines Los Banos, led
the participants through
detailed processing tech-
niques and quality control
measures for calamansi

na gamot para sa mga hirap makaihi ang
pag-inom sa katas ng gulasiman. Maaari
ding gamitin ang pinaglagaan ng buto para
sa kaparehong epekto.

7. Kagat ng ahas. Ipinangtatapal sa sugat
na dulot ng kagat ng ahas ang dinikdik na
halaman ng gulasiman na hinaluan ng asin.

8. Eczema. Ang dinikdik na halaman ng
gulasiman ay mabisa para sa apektadong
balat.

9. Tuberculosis. Iniinom ang pinaglagaan
ng pinatuyong dahon ng gulasiman para
maibsan ang mga sintomas ng TB.

10. Bungang araw. Ipinangpapahid din
ang katas ng gulasiman sa balat na apektado
ng bungang araw.

3.Dysmenorrhea. Pinapainom
din ng katas ng halaman ang mga
taong dumadanas ng pananakit sa
puson o dysmerrhea,

4. Sugat. Ang pagsusugat sa
balat ay maaaring maibsan ng
pagtatapal ng dinikdik na dahon
ng gulasiman.

5. Pagtatae. Ang buto ay
ginagamit na panglunas sa
pagtatae, gayun din ang katas
mismo ng halaman. Maaari din
inumin ang pinaglagaan ng buong
halaman ng gulasiman.

6. Hirap sa pag-ihi. Mahusay

Ang dahon ay karaniwang
dinidikdik at kinakatasan upang
maipampahid sa apektadong
bahagi ng katawan.

ANO ANG MGA SAKIT NA
MAAARING MAGAMOT NG
GULASIMAN?

1. Pasa at pamamaga sa
balat. Mabisa bilang gamot ang
pagpapahid ng dinikdik na dahon
at sanga ng gulasiman.

2. Sakit sa balat. Ginagamit
sa iba’'t ibang sakit sa balat
ang pinaglagaan ng dahon ng
gulasiman. Ipinaghuhugas lamang
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Metro Pacific Toll-
ways South (MPT South),
a subsidiary of Metro Pa-
cific Tollways Corpora-
tion, has joined the Local
Governance Resource
Center- Multi-Sectoral Ad-
visory Committee (LGRC-
MSAC) to collaborate and
strategize for upcoming
projects and campaigns
benefiting stakeholders in
Region 4-A.

On Tuesday,
May 14, MPT South an-
nounced its upcoming
launch of Book 2 of the
‘Bayani Ka’ Activity Book
to partner agencies and
stakeholders at the 2nd
Quarter Multi-Sectoral Ad-

Meeting held at the San-
tiago M. Role Hall, Cavite
State University, Indang,
Cavite.

‘Bayani Ka, Book
2’ is a second of a series
on the life of ‘Cavi,’ as a
grade school student who
learns road safety prac-
tices and shares them
with his friends at school,
equipping them with tools
to navigate the roads safe-
ly. This comic-inspired
interactive book for kids
aims to teach children
about road signage and
familiarize them with the
safety features of roads,
especially on express-
ways.

collaborate

and brain-
storm with everyone for
the improvement and suc-
cessful launch of Bayan-
iKa Book 2, as well as
other campaigns of MPT
South that will benefit
stakeholders in Region
4-A,” said Ms. Arlette Cap-
istrano, Vice President
for Communication and
Stakeholder Management
of MPT South. “We be-
lieve that by engaging with
local communities and le-
veraging the collective ex-
pertise of our partners, we
can create impactful initia-
tives that not only promote
road safety but also foster
a deeper sense of com-

|

among the youth.”
Capistrano con-
tinued, “At MPT South, we
are not just in the business
of toll roads; we are com-
mitted to making a posi-
tive difference in the lives
of our stakeholders. Our
initiatives are designed to

provide educational and
safety benefits that extend
beyond our expressways,
demonstrating our dedica-
tion to social responsibility
and community engage-
ment.”

In addition to the
Bayani Ka Book 2, MPT
South also unveiled its
upcoming launch of the Bi-
yaheng South Cavite Tour-
ism Passport. This project,
made possible in partner-
ship with the Department

of the Interior and Local
Government Region IV-A
and the Cavite Tourism
Office, encourages partic-
ipants to explore Cavite
and Laguna’s rich heritage
and attractions. By collect-
ing stamps from various
attractions and partner
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establishments, passport
holders can earn excit-
ing prizes and items from
MPT South.

The meeting
also covered the accom-
plishments of the LGRRC
Region 4-A for the first
quarter of 2024, as well
as updates and initiatives
from MSAC partners.

MPTC is the larg-
est toll road developer and
operator in the country.
In addition to the CAVI-
TEX and CALAX network

of toll roads, MPTC also
holds the concession for
the Subic-Clark-Tarlac
Expressway (SCTEX),
North Luzon Expressway
(NLEX), NLEX Connector
Road, and Cebu-Cordova
Link Expressway (CCLEX)
in Cebu.

visory Committee (MSAC) “Our goal is to

munity and responsibility

Hort¢i Asia Rebrands ¢to Horti Agri Next
Asia: Comeback in 2025

Horti Asia, the international trade show for
horticultural and floricultural production and processing
technology in Asia, has successfully concluded its 8th
edition. Held in conjunction with AGRITECHNICA ASIA
from May 22-24, 2024, at BITEC, Bangkok, the event
welcomed 12,129 trade visitors from 73 countries, in-
cluding Thailand, India, Malaysia, Philippines, China,
Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan, etc.

Spanning 14,000 square meters, the show
featured cutting-edge agri-technology and horticultural
solutions from 336 top global brands. This year’s event
solidified Horti Asia’s status as a powerful platform for
the industry, hosting intensive conference sessions with
knowledge shared by 118 keynote speakers from 9
countries across 42 sessions.

In an exciting development under the VIV
worldwide direction, Horti Asia will rebrand as Horti Agri
Next Asia and make a grand return in March 2025 from
12-14 MARCH 2025 at IMPACT, Bangkok, Thailand,
co-located with VIV Asia, the largest feed-to-food trade
show in Asia. This rebranding reflects our commitment
to evolving and expanding the scope of our tradeshow,
ensuring we continue to lead the way in agricultural in-
novation and excellence. In synergy with VIV Asia and
Meat Pro Asia, we aim to create an unparalleled busi-
ness opportunities gateway for the Asian market.

Ms. Birgit Horn, Managing Director of VIV
Worldwide, said, “At VIV Worldwide, our vision is to con-
tinually advance and develop our trade shows to meet
the evolving needs of the agricultural and horticultural
sectors. The rebranding of Horti Asia to Horti Agri Next
Asia signifies our commitment to this vision. We have

already seen great success with Horti Agri Next MEA,
and we are excited to expand our reach with new edi-
tions in Vietham and Indonesia, co-located with ILDEX
exhibitions.

These smaller, regional shows will build mo-
mentum leading up to the grand event in Bangkok where
Horti Agri Next Asia will be co-located with VIV Asia. This
strategic direction not only highlights our dedication to
fostering innovation, but also ensures we provide com-
prehensive platforms for business growth and knowl-
edge exchange across the region.” she added.

Ms. Igor Palka, Managing Director of VNU Asia
Pacific, said, “Over the past decade, VNU Asia Pacif-
ic has demonstrated our expertise in organizing live-
stock and agricultural events such as VIV Asia, ILDEX,
Agri Asia, and Horti Asia. Horti Asia was our first show,
launched in May 2012 at BITEC. Today, we mark the
8th edition of Horti Asia, and it is time to extend our ex-
hibition as it will cover the entire seed-to-food business
under the new name ‘Horti Agri Next Asia.” This name
represents the wide range of coverage for the agricul-
ture and horticulture businesses for all of Asia. With this
approach, we will create the most meaningful and most
important trade platform, located in Bangkok, Thailand.”

For more information on HAN Asia, taking place
March 12-14, 2025, at IMPACT, Bangkok, Thailand, visit
our website at www.hortiagrinext.com

For media inquiries and further information, please con-
tact:

Mrs. Saengtip Techapatiphandee, Marketing & Commu-
nications of VNU Asia Pacific

saengtip@vnuasiapacific.com | Tel.: +662 111 6611
Ext.330 | www.vnuasiapacific.com

About Horti Agri Next Asia (HAN Asia) | HAN
Asia is the Horti Agri Next hub edition tailored specifically
for the Asian market, showcasing the latest in horticultur-
al food production, landscaping, controlled environment
practices, environmental conservation, and agriculture.
HAN Asia brings together industry professionals and ex-
perts from across Asia and around the world. Join us at
HAN Asia to explore the forefront of the Asian horticul-
tural and agricultural industries. For more details, please
visit the official website at WWW.HORTIAGRINEXT.
COM.

VNU Exhibitions Asia Pacific | VNU Exhibitions
Asia Pacific is part of VNU Group, a globally operating
exhibition company with offices in Utrecht, Shanghai,
Bangkok and consolidates the international exhibition
business of Royal Dutch Jaarbeurs. In Southeast Asia,
Jaarbeurs formed a Joint Venture with TCC Group, a
leading corporate conglomerate in the fast-growing re-
gion. From its business hub located in Bangkok, VNU
Exhibitions Asia Pacific covers all key exhibition markets
in Southeast Asia. | www.vnuasiapacific.com

About VNU Exhibitions Europe | VNU Exhibi-
tions Europe is a subsidiary company of Royal Dutch
Jaarbeurs with its base in Utrecht, at the heart of the
Netherlands and only 30 minutes from Amsterdam. The
VNU Europe office is located within the extensive Jaar-
beurs complex. The international team is wholly involved
in the agrifood sector, focusing on the organization of
worldwide industry events such as VIV, Horti Agri Next
and AgriBITs. VNU’s Utrecht team organizes shows in
the Netherlands, the United Arab Emirates, China, Thai-
land, Turkey and Africa. For more information, visit www.
vhueurope.com
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EDITORYAL:
Addressing deforestation

DEFORESTATION, a nagging problem in many
countries including the Philippines, has been for years a
headache for many governments.

Imagine one football field of forest gone every
second, if we must believe forest experts. That's 5,350
square meters.

Since 2016, 28 million hectares of forest have
been cut down every year on average, according to guard-
ians of the world’s forests.

From 2001 to 2018, a forest area larger than In-
dia was lost worldwide (3,610,000 square kilometers). The
loss is equivalent to a 9 percent reduction in global tree
cover since 2000.

The main drivers for the loss of forests are pro-
duction of timber and the clearing of land for cattle, soy, and
palm oil production, and other globally traded commodities,
according to Frances Seymour of the World Resources In-
stitute.

Due to massive deforestation, about 50 to 100
species of animals are being lost each day. This leads to
the extinction of animals and plants on a massive scale.
The animals not only lose their habitat and protective cover,
but they are also pushed to extinction.

We are glad the Philippine government has im-
plemented various programs and policies to promote refor-
estation, sustainable forest management, and biodiversity
conservation. One such program is the National Greening
Program, which aims to plant 1.5 billion trees across 1.5
million hectares of land by 2028.

As in other Southeast Asian countries, deforesta-
tion in the Philippines is a major environmental issue. Over
the course of the 20th century, the forest cover of the coun-
try dropped from 70 percent down to 20 percent.

Over the decade since 2010, the net loss in
forests globally was 4.7 million hectares per year. The
Rome-headquartered UN Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion, has estimated that 10 million hectares of forest were
cut down each year.

Deforestation in the Philippines, among severe- o
ly deforested nations, has several negative effects on the §
environment. It leads to water contamination as the lack of :
tree roots causes soil to wash off into water supply systems o
and deprives the soil of essential nutrients needed for new o
vegetation to grow.

Estimates place forest cover in the Philippines in
the year 1900 at 21 million hectares, covering 70 percent of e
the total land area. .

Between 2000 and 2005, the rate of forest ¢
change decreased by 20.2 percent to 1.98 percent per an- o
num. In total, between 1990 and 2005, the Philippines lost o
32.3 percent of its forest cover, or around 3,412,000 hect- §
ares, according to official figures..

Direct causes of deforestation are agricultural
expansion, wood extraction (e.g., logging or wood harvest
for domestic fuel or charcoal), and infrastructure expansion
such as road building and urbanization. Rarely is there a
single direct cause for deforestation.

We are happy the government has added to its §
National Greening Program laws and policies to protect o
its forests, like Forest Management Bureau’s Communi- .
ty-Based Forest Management Program, which aims to in-
volve local communities in forest management and conser-
vation efforts.

The program successfully reduced deforestation
rates in some areas and promoted sustainable forest man-
agement practices.
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GINTONG ...

kinig sa romantikong musi-
ka. Nang biglang napukaw
ang kanyang atensyon sa
isang washing machine na
tila may umiikot na isang
bagay sa loob nito.

Isang gintong
kwintas at singsing ang
bumulaga sa kanya.

At dahil may
pangalan naman sa resi-
bo ang damit ng kanyang
nilabhan ay alam na niya
kung kaninong pag-aari
ito.

Kaya't itinabi
muna niya ito at ibigay ng
kukuhanin na ang damit
na pinalaba.

Nakilala ang
tunay na may-ari ng gin-
tong kwintas at singsing

FROM PAGE 1

na si Jeff Obviar ng Brgy.
Bagbag-II.

Nang kinuha ni
Jeff ang damit na kanyang
pinalabhan ay hindi niya
alam na naisama pala sa
kanyang short ang na-
turang alahas. Kaya't ga-
nun na lamang ang pasas-
alamat ni Jeff sa mabait na
labandera dahil isinauli ito.
Ikinatuwa naman ng mag-
asawang mayari ng laun-
dry shop ang naging hak-
bang na ito ng kanilang
laundry attendant na si
Apple.

Tumitimbang na
2.2 grams ang kwintas
at 1.4 grams naman ang
singsing na parehong 18
karat.

PNP: Kidnapping cases dip
31% irom January to May

MANILA - The
number of kidnapping
cases in the country
dropped by 31 percent
from January to May
this year, the Philippine
National Police Anti-Kid-
napping Group (PNP-
AKG) said on Thursday.

In a press brief-
ing in Camp Crame, AKG
chief Brig. Gen. Cosme
Abrenica said they have
logged nine kidnapping
cases during this period,
from 13 incidents in the
same period last year.

“For 2024, mer-
on tayong only 18 cas-
es ng kidnapping pero
yung nine doon ay (we
only have 18 cases but
nine of them are) hoax
kidnapping. So we are
only working on these
nine cases,” he said.

Abrenica said
they have logged zero
casino-related kidnap-
ping cases during this
period.

“In the past,
we encountered victims
who lost money and are
contacting their families
abroad. They tell them
they were kidnapped.
Then the family will con-
tact the embassy and

GODS OVE

the embassy will reach
out to us. We would then
hold a joint operation
and fortunately, we are
able to recover the vic-
tims safely,” he added.

These incidents
include six tradition-
al kidnap-for-ransom
cases and three cases
linked to Philippine Off-
shore Gaming Operators
(POGOs).

Out of the fig-
ure, two have been
solved, three were
cleared while four are
under investigation.

Solved cases
are those where sus-
pects have already been
arrested and charges
have been filed, while
cleared cases are those
where suspects have
yet to be arrested and
charges have been filed.

Abrenica said
most of the victims were
Chinese nationals and
happened in Metro Ma-
nila.

“We still have
cases that are under in-
vestigation because it is
difficult to quickly inves-
tigate kidnapping cases.
We always do backtrack-
ing in solving these cas-
es,” he added. (PNA)
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VP ...

MANILA - Vice
President Sara Z. Dute-
rte-Carpio has formal-
ly asked the Supreme
Court to dismiss three
petitions questioning
the propriety of PHP125
million in confidential
funds in the Office of the
Vice President (OVP) un-
der the 2022 budget.

In a 16-page
consolidated comment
filed before the tribunal
last May 10, Duterte,
through her counsel,
former Solicitor Gen-
eral Estelito Mendoza,
sought the dismissal of
the petitions separately
filed by Christian Mon-
sod, Howard Calleja and
the ACT Teachers Par-
ty-list.

Mendoza, in his
comment, said "none
of the petitions present
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an actual case or con-
troversy and none of
the petitioners alleged
a legal demandable and
enforceable right which
calls for the exercise of
judicial power."

The mandate
of the High Court, he
said, "does not include
the duty to answer all of
life's questions,” add-
ing that “the petitions
are mere apprehension
and speculation about
contingent funds or con-
fidential funds, which
does not constitute a
justiciable controversy."

Mendoza ar-
gued that the Court's
power "is not unbridled
authority to review just
any claim of constitu-
tional violation or grave
abuse of discretion.”
(PNA)

Marcos denies hand
In Zubiri ouster

MANILA - Pres-
ident Ferdinand R. Mar-
cos Jr. on Wednesday
denied he was behind
the move to replace Sen-
ator Juan Miguel “Migz”
Zubiri as Senate Presi-
dent.

This as Zubiri
alluded to outside forc-
es as behind his ouster
as leader of the Senate,
saying he lost his post
for supposedly failing
to “follow instructions
from the powers that
be.”

Asked to com-
ment on this during a
press briefing with the
Philippine media cover-
ing his state visit to Bru-
nei, Marcos said he was
not sure what Zubiri was
referring to.

“l guess if
you’re Senate President,
the only power that be
is the President. So, I'm
not sure what he is refer-
ring to. If that is a spe-
cific instance or just as a
general principle, | don’t
know. | haven’t spoken
to him about it,” Marcos
said.

Zubiri resigned
as Senate President
amid rumors of a coup
against his leadership
last May 20, 2024.

A day later, Sen-
ator Chiz Escudero was
elected leader of the
Senate.

The President
admitted that Escudero
informed him of his plan
to take over the Senate
leadership before the
ouster was carried out.

But he said he
did not speak to any par-
ties at endpoint because
he was out of town,
adding that he received
the news that Escudero
had assumed the Sen-
ate leadership when he
returned to Manila from
the said out-of-town trip.

“So, that’s the
extent. That's how | was
basically informed at ev-
ery step of the way but
it moves so quickly as
well,” Marcos said.

“But of course,
we knew the state of the
voting. When that was
still being collected, the
votes were still being
collected by Senator
Chiz,” he said.

Asked if he still
trusts Zubiri, the Presi-
dent responded affirma-
tively but insisted that
he had nothing to do
with the change in the
Senate leadership.

“It was made by
the senators,” Marcos
said.

“So, that does
not reflect on my view
on Senator Migz and
the trust and confidence
that | have in him,” he
said. (PNA)
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MANILA -- Pitch-
ing the Philippines’ invest-
ment potential, President
Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. on Tuesday cited the
government’s aggressive
push to develop the Luzon
Economic Corridor, poten-
tials in the renewable en-
ergy sector, and the ongo-
ing digitalization initiatives.

Addressing the
6th Indo-Pacific Business
Forum (IPBF) in Taguig
City, President Marcos
said upgrading Luzon is-
land’s infrastructure is es-
sential in enhancing and
empowering the workforce
and facilitating the smooth
flow of goods and ser-
vices.

“We have ear-
marked key projects to
spur growth in the Luzon
Economic Corridor, creat-
ing strategic connections
between Subic, Clark, and
the CALABARZON region,
a prime location for ex-
port-manufacturing firms,”
Marcos told the forum.

“These initiatives
will enhance freight trans-
port services, mobility, and
access to key economic
zones, ensuring business
continuity and position-
ing the Philippines as a
regional hub for agribusi-
ness and logistics in the
Asia-Pacific,” he pointed

SOOI

out.

The  President
also delved on the Phil-
ippines’ renewable ener-
gy (RE) potential, noting
there are over 491,821
megawatts from sources
like geothermal, hydro-
power, solar, and wind,
that are ready to be har-
nessed.

Also, recent
amendments to the Re-
newable Energy Act al-
low 100 percent foreign
ownership of RE sources,
making the country an
attractive destination for
clean energy investments.

“‘We intend to

tap this vast potential as
we target to increase the
share of renewables in
our power generation mix
from the current 22 per-
cent to 50 percent by the
year 2040,” said President
Marcos.
At the same time, he said
the Philippines is also
embracing digital trans-
formation, with a gov-
ernment-led strategy to
enhance digital infrastruc-
ture, connectivity, and
business facilitation.

With micro,
small, and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) at the
heart of the Philippine
economy and for the econ-
omies in the Indo-Pacific,

President Marcos said his
government is equipping
them with necessary tools
to become sustainable
businesses.

“We believe that
Indo-Pacific investors
have the potential to con-
tribute significantly to the
expansion of such busi-
nesses,” he pointed out.

“The Philippines
also offers a strategic lo-
cation with a robust ex-
perience and record in
the IT-BPM competencies
and a strong direction to-
wards upgrading Business
Process Outsourcing into
Knowledge Process Out-
sourcing such as market
intelligence, business an-
alytics, legal services, and
Al, among others,” he fur-
ther stated.

Furthermore, the
Philippines can serve as a
platform for companies to
access the more than 600
million-strong  Southeast
Asian consumer market,
he added.

And with the
country’s  proximity to
these growing economies,
companies can enter other
supply chains and be part
of inter-country economic
systems, creating more
opportunities for collabo-
ration and partnerships.
(PND)
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hilHealth to study doublin
coverage for hemodialysis to P3,20

MANILA - The
Philippine Health Insur-
ance Corp. (PhilHealth)
will study the proposal
to double its coverage
amount for hemodial-
ysis from the current
PHP2,600 per session
to PHP5,200, an official
said on Tuesday.

In a press con-
ference at the Batasang
Pambansa Complex,
PhilHealth Executive
Vice President Eli San-
tos said the goal of this
proposed increase is to
remove out-of-pocket
costs of hemodialysis
patients.

“Ang PhilHealth
po ay pag-aaralan yung
pag-increase po nito to
PHP5,200... binigyan po
kami ng one month po
na pag-aralan po ito (The
PhilHealth will study the
increase [of the cover-
age] to PHP5,200... we
are given one month
to study this),” Santos
said.

Santos said
erythropoietin, which is
used by people on dialy-
sis, is usually purchased
outside of dialysis facili-

MANILA - The
Department of Health
(DOH) on Wednes-
day warned the public
against use of electronic
cigarettes (e-cigarettes)
and other vape products
as they cause severe
health risks, citing a
recent medical case re-
port.

“E-cigarettes
and vaping are not a safe
alternative to smoking.
Usok pa rin ‘yan (They
still produce harmful
smoke),” DOH Secretary
Teodoro Herbosa said in
a statement.

Citing the case
documented by Dr. Mar-
garita Isabel Fernandez
and published in the
Respirology Case Re-
ports Journal, Herbosa
urged the youth “not to
believe false advertise-
ments saying that vap-
ing is a safer smoking
alternative”.

In the case re-
port, Fernandez dis-
cussed the condition
of a 22-year-old Filipino

male with no prior health
issues.

The patient suf-
fered a fatal heart attack,
following severe lung in-
jury possibly attributed
to his daily vape use.

The patient suf-
fering from severe chest
pain, difficulty breathing
and experienced a heart
attack caused by block-
ages in his two major ar-
teries was admitted to a
hospital.

Fernandez said
the patient developed a
serious lung condition
known as e-cigarette or
vaping-use associated
lung injury (EVALLI).

Further exam-
ination showed severe
pneumonia-like symp-
toms in the lungs, but no
infections were detect-
ed.

The doctors
performed an emergen-
cy procedure to open
the blocked heart artery,
but the patient’s condi-
tion worsened.

The patient

developed respiratory
failure, requiring me-
chanical ventilation, and
passed away three days
after admission.

The case report
underscores the dan-
gers brought about by
e-cigarettes and vape
products especially
among young people,
even as international
and local studies show
that their use can cause
significant harm to mul-
tiple body systems,
leading to conditions
like heart attacks and
EVALL.
Informed decisions
needed

Herbosa urged
the youth to make in-
formed decisions to pro-
tect their health.

“The DOH re-
mains committed to
educating the public
about the dangers of
vaping, and advocating
for stricter regulations
on these harmful prod-

ucts,” he said.

In March, Her-
bosa, asked the help of
the Philippine National
Police to ensure that the
specific provision of the
Republic Act (RA) 11900
relating to the prohibi-
tion of selling vapes to
people below 18 years
old is strictly implement-
ed.

RA 11900, which
was enacted into law in
2022, aims to regulate
the importation, sale,
packaging, distribution,
use, and communication
of vaporized nicotine
and non-nicotine prod-
ucts and novel tobacco
products which includes
e-cigarettes and heated
tobacco products.

The Department
of Education has inten-
sified its efforts to end
vaping within school
premises. It also pro-
hibited the selling and
promotion of the prod-
uct within a school’s
100-meter radius. (PNA)

ties, which increases pa-
tient costs.

House Depu-
ty Majority Leader and
ACT-CIS party-list law-
maker Erwin Tulfo ex-
pressed optimism that
increasing the coverage
amount to PHP5,200 is
“doable” following his
meeting with PhilHealth
officials.

“Base sa meet-
ing namin kanina is do-
able naman. Base doon
sa funding at pondo,
every year naman nag-
bibigay ng pondo ang
Congress sa PhilHealth,
so maaring doon ho
huhugutin (Based on our
meeting earlier, | think
it's doable. Congress
allocates funds for Phil-
Health each year based
on available budget, so
that could be a source),”
he said.

Tulfo said the
current hemodialysis
cost of PHP2,600 per
session does not typi-
cally cover the vials to
be injected to the pa-
tients.

“The good news
is hopefully by next
month, wala na talag-
ang ica-cash out yung
mga nagpapadialysis
lalo na yung mga three
time a week. Kasi ngay-
on kailangan nila bumili
ng mga vials sa botika.
Dadalhin nila doon sa
dialysis center para i-in-
jection sa kanila (The
good news is hopefully
by next month, patients
undergoing dialysis,
especially those who
go three times a week,
would no longer need
to cash out. Currently,
they have to buy vials at
a pharmacy. They would
bring it to the dialysis
center so that it would
be injected to them),”
Tulfo said.

Santos, mean-
while, said PhilHealth’s
assets amount to
PHP589.5 billion, in-
cluding PHP463.7 billion
worth of reserve funds.

Tulfo also re-
ported that mammo-
grams and ultrasound
have already been in-
cluded in PhilHealth’s
Konsulta Packages na-
tionwide since May 15.

Santos said

the capitation rate for
the Konsulta program
has been increased to
PHP1,700 per patient for
both government and
private Konsulta pack-
age providers.

Basic dental services

The PhilHealth
is also looking into the
inclusion of basic dental
services in its packag-
es under the Universal
Health Care (UHC) law,
following Senator Raffy
Tulfo’s observation that
procedures are limited
to tooth extraction and
cleft palate surgeries.

“We are current-
ly exploring it, studying
it, looking closely to do-
ing (a) study,” PhilHealth
president and chief ex-
ecutive officer Emman-
uel Ledesma said in at
a media forum in Pasig
City.

He added that
the  PhilHealth has
enough funds for such
services.

Meantime, Phil-
Health Benefits Devel-
opment and Research
Development senior
manager Melanie San-
tillan said the Philip-
pine Dental Associa-
tion (PDA) still needs to
come up with the guide-
lines for dental practice.

“Sa kanila kase
ngayon palang nila
ini-i-standardize  ‘yung
dental services. Kun-
wari, ano ang gingawa
during oral prophylaxis.
Baka iba iba sila ng prac-
tice (They are standard-
izing the dental services
just now. For example,
what do they do during
prophylaxis. They might
have different practic-
es),” she said. “We do
not want patient safety
to be compromised.”

Senators are
considering amend-
ments on the UHC law so
it can cover basic dental
services like checkups
and cleaning since 73
million Filipinos suffer
from tooth decay, based
on a National Health Sur-
vey in 2018.

The PDA report-
ed in February that 72
percent of the popula-
tion have cavities. (PNA)
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It’s never too late to enjoy summer at SM City Calamba! Get your favorite socks ready and unleash your
playfulness with your friends and family. Feed your reels and Tiktok feeds with fun summer snaps at the
Bubble Dome of Fun until May 30, 2024. Beat the summer heat and satisfy your cravings with the wide ar-
ray of food and drink choices. Enjoy mouth-watering meals and thirst quenching drinks from your favorite
restaurants. Last minute summer getaway? Fret no more, take your summer ootds to the next level with
SM City Calamba’s fashion and apparel stores. So what are you waiting for? Hurry and head to SM City
Calamba.
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IT’S THEULTIMAT!
oY FEZT IN THE
SOUTH!

SM CITY BACOOR, CAVITE - Don't miss the ultimate
Toy FeZt event in the South! Join us as we unleash
the biggest and greatest toy collection featuring
over 100+ of your fave life-sized heroes, villains and

anime. Zzzapping first with enormous character
encounters at SM City Bacoor on June 8, 3pm! Be

Amazed... Get Cativated .

.. Be Awed... as we revolu-

tionize the game!
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senate scorecard on divorce bill: 5-5-1

MANILA - Sen-
ate President Pro Tem-
pore Jinggoy Estrada on
Tuesday said senators
are divided on the abso-
lute divorce bill, which was
already approved by the
House of Representatives.

In a phone in-
terview, Estrada said he,
Senate President Francis
Escudero, Senate Majority
Leader Francis Tolentino,
and Senators Joel Villan-
ueva and Ronald Dela
Rosa are against the bill.

Meanwhile, Sen-
ators Robinhood Padilla,
Grace Poe, Imee Marcos,
Pia Cayetano, and Sen-
ate Deputy Minority Lead-
er Risa Hontiveros are
among those who are in
favor.

Estrada said the
5-5 standoff was the result

of a “survey of his own”
to know his colleagues’
thoughts on the measure.

“Well, because |
thought it's a good idea to
conduct a survey because
the House passed it al-
ready on third reading, so
| would just like to get their
thoughts on it,” he said.

He also said the
divorce bill is not among
the Senate’s priorities.

When asked why
he is against divorce, Es-
trada said the focus should
instead be on easing the
process of marriage an-
nulment.

“l am a devout
Catholic and there is an-
other remedy. Meron
naman annulment. Bilisan
na lang ‘yung mga annul-
ment case kasi let's face
it, medyo matagal at may

kamahalan ang pag-file ng
annulment (There is an-
nulment. Just hasten the
process of annulment cas-
es because let’s face it, it
takes quite a while and the
filing of the annulment is
expensive),” he said.
Meanwhile, Vil-
lanueva said he has read
the bill and found no
grounds to support it.
“Hindi ko nakikita
kung papaanong tutulun-
gan nito ‘yung mahihirap
nating kababayan. Parang
sinasabi pa rin na gaya
ng annulment, ito ay para
sa mayayaman pa rin (I
don’t see how this will help
our poor countrymen. It's
still like saying that like
the annulment, it is still
for the rich),” he said in
an ambush interview at
the Department of Social

Welfare and Development
central office in Quezon
City where he graced
the blessing of 14 Mobile
Command Centers.

Villanueva said
he is willing to scrutinize it
further with his colleagues
on how it will affect the
Family Code of the Phil-
ippines and the majority
of Filipino Christians who
believe in the sanctity of
marriage.

“Kailangan po
natin itong pag-aralan
nang husto. Ginagalang
namin ang posisyon ng
(We need to study this
thoroughly. We respect
the position of the) House
[of Representatives],” he
said.

Estrada’s broth-
er, Senator JV Ejercito,
preferred to stay neutral.

“l was raised a
Roman Catholic. | under-
stand the defense of the
Church on the sanctity
of marriage. But | also
know that a lot of Filipino
couples are trapped in
loveless and unworkable
marriages. It is not their
fault. Sometimes things
just don’t work out. | also
believe that everyone de-
serves another chance to
be happy in life,” Ejercito
said.

He admitted that
divorce is a “difficult issue”
and he is still “in the pro-
cess of discernment.”

“l intend to listen,
and participate actively,
in the deliberation in the
Senate,” Ejercito said.

Hontiveros, who
chairs the Committee on
Women, Children, Fami-

ly Relations, and Gender
Equality, earlier said she
is waiting for the Senate
leadership to list her com-
mittee report in the agen-
da so she can finally bring
to the plenary the commit-
tee report on Senate Bill
No. 147 or the Dissolution
of Marriage Act.

“Matagal ng ta-
pos ang aming committee
report sa pagdinig niyan
sa Senate Committee on
Women. Iniintay na lang
na ma-report out siya sa
plenaryo para nga sa in-
terpellation and debate.
Sana mabigyang daan
‘van sa lalong madaling
panahon at hindi kumba-
ga i-archive lang sa isang
drawer (Our committee
report on the hearing in
the Senate Committee on
Women is long finished.
We are just waiting for it to
be reported out to the ple-
nary for interpellation and
debate. Hopefully that will
be given a chance soon
and not just be archived),”
she said in a radio inter-
view. (PNA)




