SMG eves 20% discount for seniors,
Ways; -

MANILA — Senior
citizens and persons with
disabilities (PWDs) will
soon receive a 20-percent
discount on the use of ex-
pressways and skyways
in Metro Manila, southern
Luzon, and northern Lu-
zon, an official of the San
Miguel Corp. (SMC) said
on Tuesday.

SMC'’s infrastruc-
ture group head Rafael
Yabut, who previously
served as public works
undersecretary, made the
commitment during the
House investigation into
the implementation gaps
regarding the laws on dis-
counts and benefits for the
elderly, PWDs, and solo
parents.

Yabut said they
would coordinate  with
the Toll Regulatory Board
(TRB) and other con-
cerned agencies on how
to grant discounts on its
tollways.

SMC  operates
the Metro Manila and Ni-
noy Aquino International

Airport skyway system,
South Luzon Expressway,
Southern Tagalog Arterial
Road, and Tarlac-Pan-
gasinan-La Union Ex-
pressway.

The other toll
roads in Luzon are op-
erated by Metro Pacific
Corp. These are North
Luzon Expressway, Subic-
Clark-Tarlac Expressway,
Cavite-Laguna Express-
way, Cavite Expressway,
and NLEX-SLEX Connec-
tor.

House Ways and
Means Committee chair
Joey Salceda, who is pre-
siding over the inquiry,
suggested that instead of
deducting 20 percent from
the cost of an expressway
or skyway radio frequen-
cy identification (RFID)
card or its top-up load, an
equivalent amount would
be added to the card price
or additional load.

“In other words, it
would be an add-on. If you
buy PHP5,000, you get
PHP6,000, or PHP1,000

more, which is equiv-
alent to 20 percent.
There is no loss on the
part of the expressway/
skyway operator,” he
said.

Salceda said
the vehicle on which
the RFID sticker would
be attached should be
registered under the
name of the senior cit-
izen or PWD.

Yabut agreed to Salceda’s
proposal.

During the hear-
ing, a technical
working group (TWG) was
created to recommend
remedial legislation to im-
prove the Magna Carta for
Disabled Persons (Repub-
lic Act 7277) and Expand-
ed Senior Citizens Act (RA
9994).

House Commit-
tee on Senior Citizens
chair Rep. Rodolfo Or-
danes was selected to
head the TWG.

Marikina City

56 proposals
on the subject including
applying domestic subsi-
dies on third-party booking
sites, centralizing PWD
registrations, and updating
Bureau of Internal Reve-
nue forms for easier moni-
toring of tax deductions.

Ordanes also
noted that he filed House
Bill No. 9704, mandating
the integration of senior
citizen ID applications and
other services in the eGov
PH Super App, to promote
senior citizens’ inclusion.
(PNA)
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In honor of the Lunar New Year, SM City Santa Rosa has unveiled its latest festive decor. The centerpiece of
the mall features a Mighty Red Dragon, symbolizing specific blessings and wishes for the coming year. Immerse
yourself in the celebration and enjoy a variety of goods, crafts, and traditional snacks. The decor embodies the
true essence of Chinese New Year, making it a must-see attraction. #. #LucklbLoveAtSM#EverythingHereAtSM
#AWorldOfExperience AtSM
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NBA All-Star starters
announced

ANKARA - The
2024 NBA All-Star Game
starters have been an-
nounced as LeBron
James, who makes history
with 20th All-Star selec-
tion, will captain the West
squad while Giannis An-
tetokounmpo will lead the
East squad in February,
NBA confirmed.

The NBA will re-
turn to the East vs. West
format in next month’s All-
Star Game.

Kevin Durant
(Phoenix Suns), Niko-
la Jokic (Denver Nug-
gets), Luka Doncic (Dal-
las Mavericks), and Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander
(Oklahoma City Thunder)
are the Western Confer-
ence starters as the team
will be captained by Los
Angeles Lakers forward
James.

James, who is an

All-Star starter for the 20th
straight year, beat former
NBA champion and Hall of
Fame Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar, who was selected 19
times in history.

Joel Embiid (Phil-
adelphia 76ers), Jayson
Tatum (Boston Celtics),
Tyrese Haliburton (Indi-
ana Pacers), and Damian
Lillard (Milwaukee Bucks)
are the Eastern Confer-
ence starters.

The East will be
captained by Bucks’ Greek
superstar Antetokounmpo.

The All-Star
Game reserves for both
teams will be revealed on
Feb. 1 as seven players
will be named in each con-
ference.

The 73rd NBA
All-Star Game will be
played at Indianapolis’
Gainbridge Fieldhouse on
Feb. 18. (Anadolu)

PAGCOR revenues up
39% to P719.4-B in 2023

MANILA - The
Philippine Amusement
and Gaming Corp. (PAG-
COR) said Friday it
booked PHP79.37 billion
in revenues in 2023, up
34.63 percent from 2022’s
PHP58.96 billion, driven
mainly by robust earnings
from licensed casinos
and the rising Electronic
Games sector.

Gaming oper-
ations remain the main
source of PAGCOR reve-
nues with PHP73.11 billion
while other sources, such
as services, business in-
come, gains, and non-op-
erating income, contribut-
ed PHP6.26 billion.

Net income was
at PHP6.81 billion, a 53.27
percent increase from the
agency’s PHP4.44 billion
profit in 2022.

PAGCOR Chair-
man and CEO Alejandro
H. Tengco said the high-
er earnings enabled the
state gaming firm to in-

PAGCOR

crease its contribution to
nation-building (CNB) to
PHP49.56 billion, which is
43 percent higher than the
PHP34.67 billion CNB in
the previous year.

“Our robust rev-
enue generation in 2023
allowed us to remit more
funds to the government
to finance various ser-
vices, including funding for
the Universal Health Care
program, also known as
PhilHealth,” Tengco said
in a news release.

He said the lion’s
share of PAGCOR’s CNB,

amounting to PHP34.72
ont. on Page 2
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President Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. has direct-

ed both the private and public sectors to expedite the
completion of all water projects in the Philippines as part
of the collective effort to improve water security and ad-
dress potential water scarcity in the country.

In his speech during the inauguration of the

President Ferdinand R, Marcos Jr. ordered the
Davao City Bulk Water Supply Project in Davao City on  strengthening and improvement of the cybersecurity
Wednesday, President Marcos said that the construc-  systems of the Philippine National Police (PNP) through
tion of the project is a proven approach to combat water  fyrther training of its personnel and investing in technolo-
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HEALTH HINTS FOR
ELDERS FROM AGES 45 T0 100
YEARS

However busy you are, observe all these to remain
healthy:

Drink less milk in your tea. Instead, add lemon or
lime juice.

In the day time, drink more water; but night time,
drink less.

Don’t take medicines with cold water but with warm,
and take your medicines half an hour before going
to bed. Never take medicines and lie down imme-

diately.

As you aged further , stop drinking chilled water but

drink only water at room temperature

Having a nap for an hour and a half between noon
and 3pm, to relieve stress and keep younger and
not age easily.

Once your mobile phone battery is left with only
one bar, don’t make calls anymore, because the
dangerous radiation and waves are one many times
higher than a fully charged battery.

Use your left ear to answer calls, right ear will
directly hurt your brain. [1 Better still to use ear-
phones to answer calls.

Two things to check as often as you can:

(1) Your blood pressure
(2) Your blood sugar.

Six things to reduce to the minimum on your foods:
(1) Salt
(2) Sugar
(3) Preserved meat and foods
(4) Red meat especially roasted
(5) Dairy products
(6) Starchy products
Four things to increase in your foods:

(1) Greens/vegetables
(2) Beans
(3) Fruits
(4) Nuts
Three things you need to forget:

(1) Your age [

(2) Your past [

(3) Your worries/grievances [ 1]

Four things you must have, no matter how weak or
how strong you are:

(1) Friends who truly love you
(2) Caring family
(3) Positive thoughts
(4) A warm home.

Seven things you need to do to stay healthy:

Cont. for next week issue
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holds Lakbay-Aral for
Ateneo senior high

CAMP CAP-
INPIN, Rizal - Students
of the Ateneo de Manila
University - Senior High
School experienced a
glimpse of the military life
during the 2nd Infantry
“Jungle Fighter” Division’s
first Lakbay-Aral of the
year at Camp Capinpin
in Tanay, Rizal on Friday,
February 2, 2024.

Among the par-
ticipants of the one-day
event were 200 students,
10 teachers,12 facilitators,
and 3 emergency medical
technicians from the said
school. They embarked
on a journey through the
home of the Jungle Fight-
ers, where they visited
the General Staff offices,
2ID’s Relic Point, and the
Division Training School.

The students
were treated to an Infantry
Demo and Static Display,
providing them with first-

hand knowledge of the
division’s operations and
equipment.

One of the high-
lights of the day was the
Rope Course, where stu-
dents challenged them-
selves physically and
mentally. Additionally, par-
ticipants had the oppor-
tunity to handle firearms
under the guidance of
soldiers from the training
school, offering a unique
perspective on the respon-
sibilities and discipline re-
quired in the armed forces.

The 2ID Com-
mander Maj. Gen. Rober-
to S. Capulong empha-
sized that the Lakbay-Aral
serves a dual purpose —to
provide an educational
experience and foster a
sense of patriotism and
discipline among the stu-
dents, encouraging them
to explore various career
paths, including military
service.

VP Sara...

MANILA - Vice
President and Education
Secretary Sara Z. Duterte
has reiterated her commit-
ment to work with Presi-
dent Ferdinand R. Marcos
Jr. as she thanked him for
his continued trust and
confidence.

The Vice Presi-
dent even thanked Presi-
dent Marcos in her state-
ment on Wednesday for
his continued trust and
confidence as Education
Secretary.

"Mahalaga ang
kanyang pagkilala sa pa-
pel ng lahat ng bumubuo
ng Department of Edu-
cation sa pagsulong ng
8-point Socioeconomic
Agenda ng Marcos admin-
istration para sa isang 'Ba-
gong Pilipinas' (New Phil-
ippines) (His recognition to
the role of the Department
of Education in pursuing
the 8-point Socioeconomic
Agenda is important for a
Bagong Pilipinas)," Duter-
te said in her statement on
Wednesday evening.

Duterte also
lauded President Marcos
for respecting her views,
especially on people's ini-
tiative.

Likewise, Dute-
rte said she respects the
views of his father and sib-
lings but does not neces-
sarily agree with them.

FROM PAGE 1

"Ang paggalang
ay isang natatanging asal
na ipinakita ng Pangulo
sa ating lahat, kung kaya’t
galangin din sana natin
ang opinyon at paniniwa-
la ng ibang tao, kasama
na ang ating mga ka-
mag-anak (Respect is one
of the traits that our Presi-
dent has been showing us,
that's why we should also
respect the opinions and
beliefs of other people, in-
cluding my family)," Duter-
te said.

"Pinalaki ako ng
aking mga magulang na
may pagpapahalaga sa
malayang pag-iisip at pag-
papasya (I was raised by
my parents with appreci-
ation on freedom to think
and decide)," she added.

Sincerity to serve
the country, Duterte said,
is her priority, especially
in education and ensuring
peace.

The  statement
came amid criticisms
and accusations recently
hurled by her father, for-
mer president Rodrigo
Duterte, and her brother
Davao City Mayor Sebas-
tian Duterte against the
President.

President Mar-
cos had clarified earlier
that there is no rift be-
tween him and his Vice
President. (PNA)

billion, has been remitted
to the National Treasury.
Half of the amount or
PHP17.36 billion will go to
PhilHealth to provide free
health care coverage to
millions of poor Filipinos.

PAGCOR also
remitted PHP3.65 billion to
the Bureau of Internal Rev-
enue as a 5 percent fran-
chise tax and PHP285.20
million for the agency’s
corporate income tax.

Recipients of
PAGCOR’s 2023 earn-
ings include the Philip-
pine Sports Commission
(PHP1.73 billion) while a
separate PHP92.58 mil-
lion was given to athletes
and coaches who won
in international compe-
titions as mandated by
the Sports Incentives and
Benefits Act.

PAGCOR will
also remit PHP3.06 billion
in cash dividends to the
National Treasury, while
local government units
hosting Casino Filipino
branches collectively will
get PHP451.72 million.

The Board of
Claims under the Depart-
ment of Justice will also
receive PHP63.12 million
to compensate persons

February 07-13, 2024

FROM PAGE 8

“With the Philip-
pine gaming industry’s full
recovery from the impact
of the pandemic, we are
optimistic that PAGCOR
will sustain this growth
momentum in the coming
years,” Tengco said.

The biggest rev-
enue drivers for PAGCOR
in 2023 were the licensed
casinos in the country’s
integrated resorts, which
contributed PHP33.18 bil-
lion or 45.38 percent of the
income from gaming oper-
ations.

This was followed
by the surging E-Games
sector, which includes
e-bingos, e-games, spe-
cialty games, and sports
betting with PHP21.66
billion or 29.62 percent
of gaming income, while
PAGCOR-run casinos
chipped in PHP15.12 bil-
lion or 20.68 percent.

Offshore  gam-
ing operations brought in
PHP3.15 billion or 4.31
percent of PAGCOR'’s total
gaming revenues.

Earlier, Tengco
announced that the Phil-
ippine gaming industry’s
gross gaming revenues
in 2023 reached a re-
cord PHP285.27 billion,
which already surpassed

who have been wrongly pre-pandemic levels.

imprisoned. (PNA)

Zubiri... FROM PAGE 1
MANILA — Sen- mistakes, Zubiri cited,

ate President Juan Miguel
Zubiri acknowledged on
Wednesday that some
provisions of the Republic
Act No. 11534 or the Cor-
porate Recovery and Tax
Incentives for Enterprises
(CREATE) Act, which was
approved and passed by
the Senate in the last Con-
gress, caused the country
problems in earning more
investments.

Zubiri made the
admission during a public
hearing of the Economic
Affairs panel regarding the
proposed establishment of
Bulacan Airport City Spe-
cial Economic Zone and
Freeport Authority (BAC-
SEZFA).

"It takes being
a man to admit that as a
majority floor leader, we
made some mistakes at
some of our measures.
That's why the beauty
of legislation is we can
amend the measures to
answer and address the
concerns by the CREATE
measure," he said in his
opening statement.

One of these

is the powers vested in
Fiscal Incentives Review
Board (FIRB).

"It created so
much confusion that a lot
of our locators either left
or those who have poten-
tial business proposals to
the country were sitting in
the sidelines kasi nga (be-
cause) we created this an-
imal called the FIRB," he
said.

Zubiri pointed at
the FIRB as the reason
why there are still hun-
dreds of pending applica-
tions for ecozones.

The FIRB under
CREATE, ensures that
apart from tax subsidies,
tax incentives are also
granted and monitored
properly by relevant agen-
cies.

It also creates
policies and acts as an
oversight on the adminis-
tration, approval or disap-
proval of granting tax in-
centives or tax subsidies.

Before CREATE
Act, investors could go to
economic zones and were

Cont. onh Page 3
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Top Business Leaders Mentor
MSMESs at Go Negosyo's First
Entrepreneur Event for 2024

s

Some of the
country’s top business
executives and founders
of successful businesses
showed up to mentor MS-
MEs at Go Negosyo’s first
salvo for 2024, the 3M on
Wheels free entrepreneur-
ship mentoring event at
the TriNoma Mall in Que-
zon City last January 20,
2024.

Joey  Concep-
cion, founder of Go Nego-
syo and also chairman
and CEO of RFM Corpo-
ration, welcomed the con-
tingent of mentors and led
the one-on-one mentoring
of active and aspiring en-
trepreneurs.

Volunteering to
coach the MSMEs were
some of the biggest names
in Philippine business and
the founders of successful
businesses. They includ-
ed George Barcelon of
the Philippine Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(PCCI), Bernie Liu of Pen-
shoppe, PCCI-NCR'’s Tess
Ngan Tian of Lots’a Pizza,
prolific restauranteur Ricky
Dee, Wildflour's Ana de
Ocampo, AstraZeneca’s
Lotis Ramin, Richie Cuna
of Fiorgelato, The Manila
Times's Blanca Merca-
do, Ovation Productions’s
Renen and Cel de Guia,
Eric Teng of Resto.ph,
Myrna Yao of RichPrime
Global, Richard Sanz of
Bibingkinitan, Chris Lim
of Phil. Franchise Asso-
ciation, Rhoda Caliwara
of PALSCON, and Marife
Zamora of Filipina CEO
Circle.

“The success of
this first 3M on Wheels
free entrepreneurship
mentoring event gave us
more reason to intensify
our campaign to reach as

many MSMEs nationwide
this year, especially con-
sidering the bright pros-
pects for our country’s
economy,” said Go Nego-
syo founder Joey Concep-
cion.

Quezon City
Mayor Joy Belmonte
opened the event, and
in her speech reassured
the entrepreneurs in at-
tendance that “building
businesses is number
one in our city’s agenda.”
She emphasized the city’s
efforts in ease-of-doing-
business, saying it makes
entrepreneurship acces-
sible in the city. Coupled
with mentoring and ac-
cess to capital, Belmonte
said this is key to business
success. Atty. Arnel Mateo
of PCCI Quezon Quezon
City, who also delivered
the chamber’s message of
support for the event.

Concepcion per-
sonally mentored several
MSMEs, including single
mother Magdalena Ra-
mos, who runs a distribu-
torship business of Kettle
Korn; Denise Caranto,

who founded the snacks
business Konu, and Mar-
jorie Barcelona, who grew
her lemonade business
into franchising.

A special part of
the program was a short

talk by entrepreneur and
content creator Isabel
Magalona Go, who found-
ed her business But First
Coffee during the pan-
demic. She shared how
small entrepreneurs can
use readily available so-
cial media tools to promote
and market their products
and services, and how she
was able to grow her busi-
ness with only Php6,000 in
seed capital.

3M on Wheels
is a program of the Phil-
ippine Center for Entre-
preneurship (Go Nego-
syo). In addition to free
one-on-one coaching for
active and aspiring entre-
preneurs, financing and
market solutions are also
made available to them at
the event.

3M On Wheels
promotes the three M’s for
successful entrepreneur-
ship, namely Mentorship,
Money, and Market. All
three form the foundation
of Go Negosyo’s mission
to promote entrepreneur-
ship among Filipinos.
The event was inspired
by the growing number of
Filipinos turning to entre-
preneurship and fills the
learning gap in the entre-
preneurial journeyof active
and aspiring entrepre-
neurs.
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Recto presides 2nd

Maharlika Investment
Corporation board
meet¢ing as new €hair

Finance Secre-
tary Ralph G. Recto has
presided over the second
board meeting of the Ma-
harlika Investment Corpo-
ration (MIC) in his capacity
as new Chairperson to dis-
cuss its strategic direction.

Established un-
der Republic Act (RA) No.
11954, the MIC serves as
the sole vehicle respon-
sible for mobilizing and
utilizing the Maharlika In-
vestment Fund (MIF) for
investments in transac-
tions aimed at generating
optimal returns on invest-
ments (ROIs).

The MIC’s role is
to establish a diversified
portfolio of investments in
the local and global finan-
cial markets and in other
assets that promote the
commercial as well as de-
velopmental and strategic
objectives of the Fund.

The Board ap-
proved MIC President and
CEO (PCEO) Rafael Jose
D. Consing, Jr. to continue
discussions with stake-
holders regarding poten-
tial investments.

The commercial
objective of the MIC is
geared towards obtaining
optimal absolute return
and maximizing financial
gains on its investments in
the short- to medium-term.

In the long-term,
the developmental objec-
tive is to promote econom-
ic development by making
strategic and profitable in-
vestments in key sectors.

During the meet-

ing, PCEO Consing reiter-
ated the sectors that will
be tapped by the MIF to
achieve multigeneration-
al commercial, economic,
and social development
value creation.

The industry fo-
cus includes infrastruc-
ture; oil, gas, and power;
agroforestry industrial
urbanization; mineral pro-
cessing; tourism; transpor-
tation; and aerospace and
aviation.

PCEO Consing
also called for a reorgani-
zation of the Committee
Chairpersons to be com-
pliant with Section 26, R.A.
11954, which states that
an Independent Director
must be the Chairperson
of the Risk Management
Committee, consistent
with international best
practices.

Independent Di-
rector Atty. German Q. Li-
chauco Il was nominated
as Chairperson of the said
Committee, as well as oth-
er committees on good
corporate governance.

Meanwhile, the
Board approved the re-
mittance of funds from the
account of the Bureau of
the Treasury (BTr) to the
MIC. The BTr shall trans-
fer the contributions to the
account of MIC within five
(5) business days from re-
ceipt of the relevant Board
Resolution.

The Board like-
wise approved the motion
to appoint the Land Bank
of the Philippines (LBP)

and Development Bank
of the Philippines (DBP)
as depository banks of the
MIC which is consistent
with Department of Fi-
nance (DOF) Department
Circular No. 002.2022
stating that GOCCs may
deposit and maintain gov-
ernment funds with the
LBP and DBP without the
need for prior approval
from the Secretary of Fi-
nance.

To ensure that
the MIC performs its man-
dated functions, the Board
approved that PCEO
Consing be authorized to
hire personnel as specified
under the duties and qual-
ifications of the PCEO in
Section 23 of R.A. 11954.

Present  during
the second board meeting
were MIC Directors Vicky
Castillo L. Tan, Atty. Ger-
man Q. Lichauco Il, An-
drew Jerome T. Gan, and
Roman Felipe S. Reyes;
LBP PCEO Lynette V.
Ortiz; and DBP PCEO Mi-
chael O. de Jesus.

The MIC’s Ad-
visory Body was also
present, represented by
Department of Budget
and Management (DBM)
Secretary Amenah F. Pan-
gandaman and Officer in
Charge Treasurer Sharon
P. Almanza.

The third MIC
board meeting is sched-
uled sometime in Febru-
ary, following the Secre-
tariat’s consultation on the
availability of the Board of
Directors. Dof.gov

Soldiers capture war materiel
in Camarines Norte encounter

CAMP  CAPIN-
PIN, Rizal - Troops of the
2nd Infantry “Jungle Fight-
er” Division seized items
following an encounter
between the government
forces and the New Peo-
ple’s Army in Labo, Ca-
marines Norte. Troops
of the 85th Infantry
“Sandiwa” Battalion were
conducting combat oper-
ations at Brgy. Bayabas
when they encountered
around 10 armed per-

sonalities, resulting in a
15-minute firefight. This
led to the capture of an
anti-personnel mine, four
backpacks, a sack of per-
sonal belongings, and a
solar panel. In a state-
ment, the 2nd Infantry
“Jungle Fighter” Division
Commander Maj. Gen.
Roberto S. Capulong em-
phasized the significance
of the captured war ma-
teriel, which included one
anti-personnel mine that

could have inflicted harm
on innocent civilians and
assured the public of the
military’s unwavering dedi-
cation to preserving peace
and order in the pursuit of
a safer and more secure
environment in Southern
Tagalog. 2ID
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Zubiri...

welcomed with "fantastic
packages."

"Everything was
handled there. You only
talk to one person, they
come in and everything
was perfect," Zubiri re-
called.

"Now, they all
have to go to FIRB, It think
if its an investment over
PHP1 billion. Eh, ano ba
naman ang PHP1 billion?
Yung planta nga lang ilang
bilyon na (What is PHP1
billion? Building a plant

EDITORYAL:

What exactly does sustainable
deployment of our workers overseas

It means when we deploy work-
ers in one particular line of work, such
as nurses, to other countries, it should
not result in the shortage of these work-

That's the problem we expe-
rienced when other countries opened
their doors to our doctors and scien-
tists starting as far back as the 1960s,
leading to what had been described as

That's what happened when
the Middle East countries began to re-
cruit our engineers and skilled construc-
tion workers to build their infrastructure.

It's a problem the government,

Workers, wants to address as soon as

According to the agency, they
want to implement a policy of sustain-
able deployment of our OFWs so we

ment of our OFWs to various countries
to be a beneficial two-way exchange or
a win-win situation for both sides.

Germany, for instance, has ex- >
pressed interest in hiring not only nurses ~ S!on.
but also other skilled workers and those

The Philippines and Germany
have signed a joint declaration of inter-

old Triple Win Program, which primarily
involved recruitment of Filipino nurses to
work in that European country.

of Migrant

the deploy-

the 10-year-

costs billions) and I've met
with several businessmen
from different foreign or-
ganizations, from Japan,
Korea, United States and
that's their number one
complaint," he added.
Zubiri noted,
however, that the Senate
Committee on Ways and
Means is already on it
to discuss the proposed
amendments in making
CREATE to Maximize Op-
portunities for Reinvigo-
rating the Economy or the
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This is government-to-govern-
ment recruitment of nurses was agreed
upon ten years ago.

The Philippines and Germa-
ny are now exploring opportunities for
the recruitment of other skilled Filipino
workers that could also be a win-win
situation for both parties.

The
wants to hire electrical engineers, elec-
tricians and workers in the hospitality
sector, such as hotels and other facil-
ities catering to travel and tourism.

President Marcos Jr. has
declared the countries that have ex-
pressed interest in hiring Filipino work-
ers, such as nurses, should also be
part of the solution of the so-called
“brain drain” problem by assisting us in
the education and training of our nurs-
es and other professionals.

Other
Canada and Austria, have expressed
interest in hiring Filipino nurses to fill
the requirements of their own health
and medical systems.

Negotiations with these coun-
tries are ongoing to address the short-
age not only of nurses here but also of
teaching staff for the nursing profes-

The agreements are also ex-
pected to result in recipient countries
providing scholarships for nursing stu-
dents and assisting in upgrading hospi-
tal facilities, training facilities, and facul-
ty development in the Philippines.

If this is what’s called sustain-
able deployment, we're all for it.
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German government

countries, including
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CREATE MORE bill.

The bill pushes
reforms that cover the es-
tablishment of a stream-
lined tax refund system for
registered business enter-
prises and institutionaliza-
tion of risk-based classifi-
cation of claims and audit
framework to improve the
timeliness, efficiency, and
predictability of the VAT
(value-added tax) refund
process.

To improve the
country’s presence and
market share in the for-
eign market, the CREATE
MORE bill also expands
the enhanced deduction
regime which shall in-
crease the deduction for
power expenses from 150
percent to 200 percent,
and 200 percent deduction
on expenses relating to
approved trade fairs, exhi-
bitions, and missions.

Moreover, the
bill proposes to clarify the
transitory provision by ex-
pressly exempting transi-
tory RBEs under the 5 per-
cent gross income earned
regime from all national
and local taxes, including
VAT and duty incentives.
(PNA)
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BIDA...

IMUS CITY,
Cavite (PIA) — The De-
partment of the Interior
and Local Government
(DILG) underscored the
crucial role that societal
and spiritual leaders play
in the government's efforts
to combat the dangers of
illegal drugs, particularly
among the youth, under
the Buhay Ingatan, Dro-
ga'y Ayawan (BIDA) an-
ti-illegal drugs campaign.

During the BIDA
Fun Run held here on Jan.
20, Interior Secretary Ben-
hur Abalos emphasized
the proactive collaboration
between the DILG and the
Dangerous Drugs Board
(DDB) in organizing sem-
inars for Parent-Teachers
Associations (PTA). These
seminars aim to equip par-
ents with the knowledge
to recognize signs of drug
abuse and provide effec-
tive strategies for address-
ing such concerns.

“We are part-
nering with the Danger-
ous Drugs Board, and we
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would like to conduct sem-
inars with the PTA so par-
ents would know how to
identify red flags and how
to approach the problem,”
Abalos said.

In partnership
with the National Police
Commission (NAPOL-
COM), Abalos highlighted
the DILG's active engage-
ment with religious groups
to connect with grassroots
communities.

He said the joint
effort seeks to identify ar-
eas where the illegal drug
trade is prevalent, fos-
tering a comprehensive
approach to address the
issue at its roots.

“We will strength-
en our ADAC (Anti-Drug
Abuse Council). We are
currently working with the
NAPOLCOM for our reli-
gious groups where they
will identify areas where
there are drugs. This
should be people power
from the grassroots, and
the only way to defeat
this menace is through us

coming together.”

Describing  the
drug problem as being
passed down through
generations, Abalos em-
phasized the importance
of acknowledging its exis-
tence.

“We have many
challenges; we inherit-
ed these problems. But it
doesn't mean we will give
up. What's important is
that we acknowledge that
there is a problem, [so]
let's not turn a blind eye to
the issues.”

Abalos added
that seven out of every 10
persons deprived of liberty
face drug-related charges.

“This means that
one out of every three
freed PDLs goes back to
jail. The BJMP has esti-
mated that 70 percent of
PDLs face drug-related
cases, while seven out of
10 are involved in [illegal]
drugs. And that speaks
to the gravity of the drug
problem in our country,”
the DILG chief said.

PBBM DIRECT AGENCIES...

scarcity through the joint
efforts of the local govern-
ment and private entities.

The Davao City
Bulk Water Supply Proj-
ect is one of the country’s
largest private bulk water
supply facilities under the
Apo Agua Infrastructura
Inc. in partnership with the
Davao City Water District
(DCWD) that taps into the
Tamugan River. It aims to
shift from Davao City’s de-
pendence on groundwa-
ter.

President Mar-
cos acknowledged the Apo
Agua of Aboitiz InfraCapi-
tal, the DCWD and the lo-
cal government of Davao
for their unwavering ded-
ication and tireless efforts
in realizing the Davao City
Bulk Water Supply Project.

He also empha-
sized that the joint efforts
of the public and private
sectors in ensuring the
protection and conserva-
tion of the Panigan-Ta-
mugan Watershed and the
management and rehabil-
itation of the watershed
only showed that devel-
opment can be pursued
without compromising the
environment.

“Thank you for
showing us the deep well
of potential that public-pri-
vate partnerships hold,

not just in securing water
supply, but also in pav-
ing the way for enhanced
economic growth, jobs
creation, and an improved
standards of living for all
Filipinos,” President Mar-
cos said.

“What this
demonstrates is a proven
approach in battling water
scarcity, which is no lon-
ger a seasonal challenge
but a perpetual threat
that comes with climate
change. ltis for this reason
that | continually stress the
urgency of improving wa-
ter security, and directed
agencies concerned to ex-
pedite the completion of all
water projects across the
country,” he added.

The chief exec-
utive underscored the im-
portance of water security
as he emphasized that
any disruption to the water
supply degrades the qual-
ity of life, dampens eco-
nomic activities and could
fuel disorder.

He said that wa-
ter scarcity remains to be
the hardest form of emer-
gency to contain, but can
be prevented through fore-
sight, right plans, united
action and political will.

“Anticipating
problems instead of letting
them catch us by surprise
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is how we approach these
challenges in the Bagong
Pilipinas. We prepare for
contingencies, solve prob-
lems, and defuse potential
crisis before they occur.
We dream of building a
nation our children that
proudly inherit— that our
children can proudly inher-
it.,” President Marcos said.

“And as such,
this project is worth be-
queathing to the genera-
tions that will come after
us,” he added.

Before this, Pres-
ident Marcos has ordered
the Department of Pub-
lic Works and Highways
(DPWH), in coordination
with various government
agencies, to prioritize and
expedite the completion
of water supply projects in
areas that will be severe-
ly affected by the EI Nifio
phenomenon.

President Marcos
also ordered the DPWH
and the Department of
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) to ex-
plore public-private part-
nerships in rehabilitating
and improving the coun-
try’s water supply sys-
tems.

The DPWH was
also ordered to build large
scale water impounding
projects to increase areas
that may be served. PND



4 voL1-No. 32

Enchanted Kingdom

shares magic, love and
prosperity this February

Enchanted King-
dom, the first and only
world class theme park in
the Philippines, announc-
es its Chinese New Year
and Valentine’s offerings
for the month of February.

EK welcomes
back “Enchanting Dinner
in the Sky” featuring a Jap-
anese themed dinner for
couples and groups while
riding the Wheel of Fate.
Enjoy magical views, bring
home photo souvenirs and
red string bracelets as
you create your enchant-
ed story with us. The En-
chanting Dinner in the Sky
also includes regular day
pass tickets and will run on
all weekends of February
and on Valentine’s Day.

In celebration of

the Year of the Dragon,
EK brings their EnChi-
nese New Year Promo.
Family and friends will feel
the magic of prosperity as
they savor an EKsclusive
Chinese lauriat set meal
good for four persons, in-
clusive of four regular day
pass tickets starting Feb-
ruary 9 to 29. Book this
promo now through the EK
Online Store.
Meanwhile,
Asia’s Got Talent Grand
Finalist Power Duo will
headline EK’s Chinese
New Year Celebration on
Saturday, February 10.
They will be joined by IOX
Dancers and EK's very
own Victoria's Way and
Kingsmen. Park guests
will witness the traditional

Chinese Dragon and Lion
Dance around the park to
welcome the year of the
dragon.

Lastly, EK cel-
ebrates Hug-A-Palooza,
now in its sixth year, as a
celebration of the season
of love filled with warm
hugs shared among fami-
ly, loved ones, and friends.
Sparkle GMA Artist Ken
Chan will serenade park
goers on Saturday, Febru-
ary 17.

For more infor-
mation about these events
and promos, visit https:/
www.enchantedking-
dom.ph/ and EK’s official
social media accounts @
enchantedkingdom.ph
for Facebook and Tiktok,
and @ek_philippines for
Twitter and Instagram.

DILG, DENR, LGUs
team up needed to fix
water, waste problems

Department  of
the Interior and Local Gov-
ernment (DILG) Secretary
Benhur Abalos on Friday
afternoon pushed for ac-
tive collaboration between
local government units
(LGUs) and national gov-
ernment agencies in tack-
ling the growing problem
of waste management and
water security.

Abalos made
the call during his speech
at the Waste and Water
Summit at the SMX Con-
vention Center which was
initiated by the DENR in
partnership with the DILG.

The summit was
aimed at strengthening
linkages and cooperation
between the DENR, DILG,
LGUs and other stake-
holders at the local level
among others.

"Ang collabora-
tion dito ay napakahala-
ga. Pag-usapan natin ang
problema. This is why this
summit is very important,”
Abalos said.

He  continued:
“Huwag kayong mahiya
sa amin. Sabihin ninyo
sa amin kung ano ang
problem sa lugar ninyo, at
gagawa tayo ng plano ng
sabay-sabay kasama ang
DENR”.

Abalos  specifi-
cally urged LGUs to seek

help from the DILG and
DENR to better address
issues on waste manage-
ment and water problems
in their locality saying he
understands that "not all
LGUs are created equal."

“Let us look at
reality — what is really hap-
pening on the ground. Not
all LGUs are equal. Hindi
po lahat ay mayaman.”

The DILG Secre-
tary further explained that
the DENR will establish the
standard for cleanliness
for each locality, while the
DILG will diligently monitor
and grant monetary incen-
tives to LGUs who practice
full compliance.

"I'l' work with the
DENR on this, we’'ll go to
the grassroots."

According to re-
ports, 61,000 metric tons
of garbage are produced
on a daily basis, 20% of
which comes from the Na-
tional Capital Region, and
contributes to the 20 to 22
million metric tons of solid
waste produced annually.

He also took note
of the lack of access to
sanitary landfills, to which
only 1,107 out of 1,634
LGUs nationwide have ac-
cess to the facilities.

“More or less,
500 LGUs do not have ac-
cess to sanitary landfills.

Ang tanong, saan nila ti-
natapon ang basura? My
guess is as good as yours,
kung saan saan na lang
itinatapon.”

He also urged lo-
cal leaders in attendance
to use the privilege of their
position to make a lasting
difference and gear to-
wards innovation to com-
bat quandaries on waste
management and water
security. Dilg.gov

Fla EHHS

MANILA — House
of Representatives Dep-
uty Majority Leader Erwin
Tulfo on Tuesday called
for the scrapping of the
purchase booklets as a
requirement for the elderly
to avail of a 20 percent dis-
count for medicines and
groceries.

Tulfo, represen-
tative of the ACT-CIS Par-
ty-list, made this remark
during the House Commit-
tee on Ways and Means
hearing on the implemen-
tation and policies that
provide discounts and in-
centives for senior citizens
and persons with disabili-
ties (PWDs).

“l think we have
to go away with the book-
let because this is useless
and an additional burden

to senior citizens,” he said.

Tulfo said se-
nior citizen identification
should be enough for the
elderly to avail of the dis-
count.

“Pangalawa sir,
this is an insult to all the
senior citizens kasi pa-
rang tinitingnan ng mga
merchants ng mga busi-
ness establishment na
mga manloloko ang mga
senior citizen natin kaya
they have to own a book-
let. (Secondly sir, this is an
insult to all the senior citi-
zens because it's like the
merchants of business es-
tablishments look down on
them as cheaters and that
they need to own a book-
let),” he said.

Tulfo said the
majority of the senior cit-

FREE BICO FOR BABY KO!
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izens tend to forget their
booklet, a good and suffi-
cient reason for business
establishments to refuse
or deny them the sought
discount.

He said he per-
sonally witnessed several
times that some senior
citizens needed to return
home, no matter how far it
is, just to get the forgotten
purchase booklet, which is
normally a part of their “se-
nior moments.”

“This is full of
crap, kailangan po siguro
nating i-review itong law
(maybe we need to review
this law), once and for all.
Kasi parang namamali-
mos ang mga senior citi-
zen (Because it's like se-
nior citizens are begging),”
he said.

United Senior
Citizens Party-list Rep.
Milagros Aquino-Magsay-
say agreed with Tulfo’s
suggestion to abolish the
booklet.

“l find it useless
na ipakita ang (to show
the) booklet,” she said.

House Commit-
tee on Ways and Means
chairperson, Albay Rep.
Joey Salceda, said the
purchase booklets for se-
nior citizens is not neces-
sary.

‘I agree (with
Congressman Erwin
Tulfo), with that, we will in-
crease the membership of
the TWG (technical work-
ing group) crafting the new
law on senior citizens and
PWDs. Rep. Erwin can
join anytime with the TWG
that is writing the new law,”
Salceda said.

Tulfo also echoed
the suggestion of Marikina
Rep. Stella Luz Quimbo to
review and create a new
policy for senior citizen
discounts regarding on-
line delivery services and
ride-hailing applications.

“The law was
passed more than 10
years ago. Naglabasan
lamang itong mga Grab
at mga hailing companies
na ito during pandemic
so hindi sila naisama sa
batas natin (These Grab
and hailing companies
came out only during the
pandemic. So, they are
not covered by our law),”
he said. “So, there is really
something wrong with this
law and we have to review
this law.” (PNA)
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Improvement...

MANILA - Sena-
tor Sherwin Gatchalian on
Thursday pushed for the
passage of his bill, requir-
ing the teaching of finan-
cial literacy courses from
elementary all the way to
the tertiary level.

Gatchalian
made this call as finan-
cial and insurance activ-
ites emerged as among
the top contributors to
the country’s 5.6-percent
gross domestic product
growth in 2023.

Under his Senate
Bill 479 or the Economics
and Financial Literacy Cur-
riculum and Training Act,
Gatchalian proposed the
teaching of an Econom-
ics and Personal Finance
(EPF) course in schools to
improve financial literacy
among Filipinos.

"Habang patuloy
na lumalaki ang kontri-
busyon ng financial activ-
ities sa paglago ng ating
ekonomiya, mahalagang
tiyakin din nating may sa-
pat na kaalaman ang ating
mga kababayan pagdating
sa mga usaping ito (As the
contribution of financial
activities to our economic
continue to grow, it is im-
portant to make sure our
countrymen have enough
knowledge about finan-
cial literacy),” he said in a

statement.

“‘Sa pamamag-
itan ng panukala nating
economics and personal
finance course na ituturo
sa ating mga paaralan,
mapapalawak natin ang
kaalaman ng ating mga
kababayan pagdating
sa usapin ng pananalapi
(Through our proposal to
teach economics and per-
sonal finance course in our
schools, we will improve
the knowledge of our
countrymen in handling fi-
nances)," the chairperson
of the Senate Committee
on Basic Education add-
ed.

Based on the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipi-
nas' 2021 Financial Inclu-
sion Survey, only 2 per-
cent of Filipinos are able
to answer all six basic fi-
nancial literacy questions,
while 69 percent correctly
answered half of the six
questions.

The survey also
showed that only 42 per-
cent of respondents cor-
rectly identified the effects
of inflation on their pur-
chasing power, lower than
the 55 percent recorded in
2019.

U n d e r
Gatchalian's proposed
measure, all public and
private schools, local and

FROM PAGE 1

state universities and col-
leges, private universities
and colleges, and tech-
nical-vocational  schools
and centers are required
to develop a course solely
focused on EPF, which will
be part of their respective
curriculum.

At the elementa-
ry level, the EPF course
shall cover lessons such
as making spending deci-
sions, planning and man-
aging personal finances,
evaluating expenses and
budget preparation, and
financial goal setting,
among others.

At the secondary,
tertiary, and technical-vo-
cational levels, topics shall
include the concept of in-
come and preparing a sav-
ings plan, understanding
the financial landscape,
participating in various
savings and investment
schemes, and investing
for retirement, among oth-
ers.

The proposed
measure also seeks to
provide EPF professional
development to teach-
ers, and an EPF training
course to government and
private sector employees
who will guide the youth
in making financial deci-
sions. (Leonel Abasola/
PNA)

Finance Secre-
tary Ralph G. Recto was
credited by the Social
Security System (SSS)
for the success of the
Worker’s Investment and
Savings Program (WISP),
which was created under
the Social Security Act of
2018 that he sponsored
during his tenure as legis-
lator.

Established in
January 2021 as part of
Republic Act 11199, WISP
is a mandatory provident
fund scheme that serves
as another savings for pri-
vate-sector workers and
other individual paying
members of the SSS.

This safe, con-
venient, and tax-free indi-
vidual retirement savings
plan allows members to
invest and earn returns
from their contributions,
embodying the core princi-
ple of “Work, Save, Invest,

and Prosper.”

As of December
31, 2023, WISP contribu-
tions amounted to PHP
79.51 billion from 6.02 mil-
lion members.

The program
covers private-sector em-

ployees, self-employed
individuals, overseas
workers, and voluntary

members who have no
final claim and have con-
tributions to the regular
SSS program, and have a
monthly salary credit that
exceeds PHP 20,000.

WISP  contribu-
tions are paid together
with regular SSS contribu-
tions. In addition to those
provided by the regular
SSS program, members
are entitled to disability
and death benefits, as well
as a retirement fund.

Due to the suc-
cess of the mandatory
provident fund scheme,
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the SSS launched the
WISP Plus in December
2022—a voluntary retire-
ment savings program of-
fered exclusively to SSS
members. It serves as an
additional layer of support
apart from regular retire-
ment benefits.

WISP Plus con-
tributions amounted to
PHP 391.63 million from
around 30,536 members
as of December 31, 2023.

WISP and WISP
Plus actual investment
portfolios as of November
2023 amounted to PHP
76.34 bilion and PHP
1.41 billion, respectively.
The annualized return on
investment of WISP was
recorded at 5.33%, while
WISP Plus was at 6.87%.

The Social Secu-
rity Act of 2018 rationalized
and broadened the pow-
ers and responsibilities of
the Social Security Com-
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Look: The Police Regional Office 4A Officers’ Ladies Club, headed by Mrs. Mary
June T. Lucas, Adviser, together with the personnel of the Quezon Police Provincial
Office and Regional Community Affairs and Development Division - Family Juvenile

Gender Advocacy Development, conducted an outreach activity called “OPLAN
Bisita-Eskwela (BES) and Gift Giving” today at Maka Elementary School in Barangay
Aliliw, Lucban, Quezon. A total of 80 students from kindergarten to grade six were
provided with food and non-food items. During this activity, Mrs Mary June T Lucas
led the tree planting activity in the vicinity of the school and personnel from Quezon
PPO conducted lectures on R.A. 7610, known as “ Anti- Child Abuse Law. Moreover,

this activity aims to gain the community’s trust and confidence, particularly among
the youth sector, and encourages them to become S.T.R.O.N.G (Smart, Talented,
Responsible, Obedient, Nice, and God-Fearing)

gies that will help address
the increasing cybercrime
and emerging issues on
cybersecurity.

In a Palace
briefing on Wednesday,
PNP chief Gen. Benjamin
Acorda Jr. said that while
there is improvement in
the country’s crime statis-
tics, there is still a need for
PNP to focus on address-
ing cybercrimes.

“Although seem-
ingly nakita natin na
nag-improve ‘yung crime
statistics—it went down by
10 percent—but as we dis-
sected further this crime
statistics, there is a need
for us to focus on cyber-
crimes,” he said.

Based on the
National Peace and Or-
mission (SSC) to ensure
the long-term viability of
the SSS and make it more
responsive to the evolving
needs of its stakeholders.

The law ensured
that all employees includ-
ing domestic workers,
overseas Filipino workers,
as well as those self-em-
ployed, are included in the
SSS pension system for
their protection in case of
disability, sickness, mater-
nity, old age, death, and
other contingencies that
may result in financial loss
or burden.A

sented by Acorda to the
President, the total num-
ber of crimes reported
between July 1, 2022,
and January 31, 2024, or
the peace and order indi-
cator, crimes committed
dropped by 10.66 percent
as compared to the period
December 1, 2020 to June
30, 2022.

Acorda said as of
2023, the PNP has trained
a total of 487 police offers
on cybersecurity. Acorda
said they will be comply-
ing with the directive of
the President by further
expanding the access of
their training down to ev-
ery police stations using
their 2024 budget.

“Yung ang nakita
natin na medyo tumaas
as reported during the
last quarter. And in line
with that, as instructed by
President, we are intensi-
fying, we are capacitating
our police officers in the
ground, especially pre-
viously ang ating cyber-
crime groups is only up to
the regional level lang,” he
said.

“This time, we
are training our personnel
and our objective is down
to the police station level,
municipal level, we will
have police officers who
are trained to handle to cy-
bercrime or online crimes,”
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he explained.

According to
Acorda, most cybercrimes
that were reported to the
PNP were committed lo-
cally, with swindling or es-
tafa as the leading cyber-
crime reported. This was
followed by the illegal on-
line access, identity theft,
online libel, and credit card
fraud, respectively.

The PNP chief
also stressed the need to
reinforce public aware-
ness on cybercrimes.

“Dissecting it
further ‘yung mga cyber-
crimes committed, it's
more on online scams. To
our appreciation, it's more
of awareness for our mga
kababayan or the public
about this skimming na
ginagawa ng mga kriminal
over the internet,” he said.

Acorda acknowl-
edged the role of the SIM
(Subscriber Identity Mod-
ule) Registration Act in es-
tablishing the identities of
perpetrators.

“Malaking bagay
po talaga when it comes
to the identity, or estab-
lishing the identities of
these perpetrators sa
online. Through the SIM
card identification, me-
dyo nati-trace natin, na-
kakatulong sa pagtrace
natin sa mga identities ng
mga scammers,” Acorda
stressed. PNDS



